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01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-20
Jesus Christ the Son of God 
Mark 1:1-20 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
1. Let us consider the opening statement of Mark's Gospel. There are some who vainly contend that the Gospel of Mark has nothing to say about the Virgin Birth of Christ, intimating thereby that Mark may not have accepted that verity. To the contrary, we are sure that the opening statement of Mark's Gospel proclaims the Virgin Birth as an absolute necessity. 

How else could Jesus Christ be the Son of God, than by the fact that God was His Father? God certainly was not His Father in the same sense that He is the Father of those who believe, for the simple reason that the Lord Jesus knew no second birth. He was born once and not twice as we, His children, have been born. 

If we will turn to the 3d chapter of John we will find in Mark 1:16 this statement: "God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son." The Holy Spirit, through Paul, speaks in Romans the 1st chapter, these memorable words: "The Gospel of God, * * concerning His Son Jesus Christ." Immediately after the words quoted, are these, "Declared to be the Son of God with power." 

The angel said to Mary, "The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that Holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God." Jesus Christ, therefore, is the Son of God because He was begotten of the Holy Ghost. That is the reason that Mark spoke of Him as such. 

2. John the Baptist is immediately brought in by Mark as a further proof that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. Read Mark 1:2 , Mark 1:3 . These verses refer to the Prophets and their statements relative to the Coming of Jesus Christ and of His forerunner. Let us ask you to note carefully the words, observing the punctuation: "The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God; as it is written in the Prophets, behold, I send my messenger before thy face." The Prophets accentuate the statement that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 

The Holy Spirit in Mark continued to say, "The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make His paths straight." Mark's quotation of the Prophets is from Isaiah 40:3 . Here is the Isaiah reading: "The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God." We solemnly and reverently bow the knees therefore and join the Holy Ghost in Mark by acclaiming Jesus Christ the Son of God and God the Son. 

3. The Prophet Isaiah, quoted in Mark, speaks frequently of Christ as God. Let me give you just a few of these quotations. "Say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God! Behold, the Lord God will come with strong hand, and His arm shall rule for Him: behold, His reward is with Him" (Isaiah 40:9-10 ). 

In Revelation 22:12 , we read, "Behold, I come quickly; and My reward is with Me." The words in this verse refer to Christ, so also must the words in Isaiah refer to Him. 

Here is a second quotation: "For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour" (Isaiah 43:3 ). 

These words must be spoken of Christ because He is the Saviour. We remember that the angel said to Mary, "Thou shalt call His Name Jesus, for He shall save His people from their sins." 

Observe a third quotation: "Before Me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after Me." "I, even I, am the Lord; and beside Me there is no saviour." "Ye are My witnesses, saith the Lord, that I am God" (Isaiah 43:10-12 ). 

Thus we might go on, however, we have proved sufficiently that the Gospel of Mark, by direct statement and also by quotation from the Prophets proclaims Jesus Christ as God. 

I. THE MINISTRY OF JOHN (Mark 1:4-5 ) 
Our Scripture verses read: 

"John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. And there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins." 

1. Christ's forerunner was a man of the wilderness. He had been prophesied in the Old Testament and his birth had been preannounced by an angel to Zacharias. John came from the wilderness clothed in camel's hair and with a girdle of skin about his loins. He was certainly a unique character. He did not go into the cities to preach to the throngs but the cities went out to the wilderness to him. 

2.Mark 1:7

 HYPERLINK "http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+1:7&t1=en_nas" \t "_blank" Mark 1:7 tells us that John preached saying: "There cometh one mightier than I after me, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose." Thus did John do homage to Christ. In the fourth Gospel we have many statements from the lips of John the Baptist. Let me give you a few of these. "There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light." (John 1:6-7 ). 

The words above plainly infer that Christ is the Light of the world, therefore He was more than man. "John bare witness of Him, and cried, saying, this is He of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for He was before me" (John 1:15 ). 

In this quotation, John, who was six months older than Christ, acknowledged Christ's eternal Deity when he said of Christ, "He was before me." "This is the record of John, he said, I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord" (John 1:19 , John 1:23 ). 

Here again John made Jesus the Christ the Son of God. "I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God. Again the next day after John * * saith, Behold the Lamb of God" (John 1:34-36 ). 

II. THE BAPTISM OF JOHN (Mark 1:5 ; Mark 1:8 ) 
1.Mark 1:5

 HYPERLINK "http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+1:5&t1=en_nas" \t "_blank" Mark 1:5 tells us of the baptism of repentance unto the remission of sins. The baptism of John was, we grant, distinct from that which followed under the command of the Lord Jesus, and yet there was a very intimate relationship. John did baptize, preaching the baptism of repentance unto the remission of sins. The disciples also, following Pentecost, baptized in the Name of Jesus Christ unto the remission of sins. The Book of Romans, in chapter 6, distinctly tells us that we are baptized into Jesus Christ, into His death and also in the likeness of His resurrection. 

2.Mark 1:8

 HYPERLINK "http://www.studylight.org/desk/index.cgi?q1=Mark+1:8&t1=en_nas" \t "_blank" Mark 1:8 tells us of the baptism into the Holy Ghost. The baptism of John was in water. The baptism of Christ was in the Holy Ghost. John even added (as recorded in another Gospel) saying that when Christ came He would baptize "with the Holy Ghost, and with fire." 

The opening chapter of Acts records the Words of Christ, where He commanded the disciples not to depart from Jerusalem but to wait for the promise of the Father. Then follow these words: "For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence." 

It was when the day of Pentecost was fully come that they were baptized into the Holy Ghost. 

There is a Scripture in Corinthians where we are plainly taught that all believers are baptized into the one body, into the one Spirit. 

These quotations by no means suggest that there should not be a definite infilling of the Holy Ghost and also a definite anointing of the Spirit, distinct from the fact of our having been baptized into the one body, and into the one Spirit, when we were born again. 

III. THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST (Mark 1:9-11 ) 
1. Christ aligned Himself with the populace who were being baptized unto repentance, unto the remission of sins. As Christ approached the waters, John would have forbade him, saying, "I have need to be baptized of Thee, and comest Thou to me?" The Lord was not a sinner and did not need to be baptized in any baptism that even suggested His personal need of repentance or remission of sins. He was baptized however, of John, because it was through Him the sinless one, that the populace, who were the sinners could alone receive remission of sins. 

Christ coming to the waters of baptism showed very plainly that baptizing in water could not remit sins, but that they were baptized unto the remission of sins, by the virtue of what baptism typifies, even Christ's own death, burial, and resurrection. 

2. The Divine acknowledgment of Mark 1:10 tells us, that Jesus straightway coming up out of the water saw the heavens open and the Spirit like a dove descending upon Him. No sooner was Christ baptized than there came a voice from Heaven saying, "Thou art My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." Thus, Jesus Christ was acclaimed, and thus the opening statement of the. Gospel of Mark that Jesus Christ was the Son of God, was once more established. 

First Christ's Deity was established by the testimony of Mark. 

Secondly, His Deity was established by the testimony of John. 

Thirdly, His Deity was established by the testimony of the Holy Spirit and of the Father. Think of it. At the baptism, the Father was there because He spake from Heaven. The Holy Spirit was there because He descended upon the Lord Jesus. Third, the Son of God was there because it was He who was baptized, the Holy Trinity, three in one, one in three, at the baptism. 

IV. THE WILDERNESS TEMPTATION (Mark 1:12-13 ) 
Into what a brief space does the Gospel of Mark crowd the great events in the early life of our Lord! Matthew and Luke write fully of these events, therefore, Mark, with a few succinct statements, tells all that the Spirit wanted him to reveal. Let us suggest three outstanding things as set forth by Mark concerning the temptation. 

1. Christ was driven by the Spirit into the wilderness. It was not Satan seeking the Son of God, but it was the Son of God seeking Satan. He sought Satan because the Holy Spirit within Him, as well as His own spirit did drive Him, that is, impel Him to go out and meet the devil. He had just been acclaimed from Heaven as God's beloved Son. Now, He was to meet one who, in the Garden, had tempted the first Adam. He, the last Adam, the second Man, the Head of a new race, was to go forth to meet the tempter of the first man. He was to meet him in order that He might vanquish him, and destroy him. 

2. Christ was tempted forty days. The word forty carries our minds back to the temptation in the wilderness of which we read: "Thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to humble thee, and to prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether thou wouldst keep His commandments, or no." 

Thus it was that Jesus was tempted forty days, a day for a year. The temptation in the wilderness was to prove them, whether they would obey the Lord. Christ was tempted to forever demonstrate that He was God, perfect in obedience to the Father. 

3. Christ was ministered unto by the angels. After every onslaught of the devil had been victoriously met, Jesus Christ had not only given full attest to His Deity, but He had also given full proof of the completeness of His victory over Satan. The angels of the Lord then came to minister to Him. In the first Gospel it reads this way: "Then the devil leaveth Him, and, behold, angels came and ministered unto Him." 

The interest of the angels in our Lord was demonstrated, beginning with the annunciation to Mary and to the shepherds, and on unto the hour of His ascension. The angels not only desired to look into all the things which concerned Christ, but they delighted in having part in giving Him humble, devoted homage. 

V. CHRIST PREACHING THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM (Mark 1:14-15 ) 
1. John cast into prison. John had said, "He must increase, but I must decrease." The Baptist's sun had shone brightly for a while. All Jerusalem and Judea had gone out to see and hear him and to be baptized by him. Even King Herod had, at the first, heard John frequently and gladly, and had done many things. Now, however, John was in prison. Shortly after, he became a martyr to faith which he had proclaimed, and to the Lord whom he had announced. 

2. Jesus preaching. When John began to preach he said, "Repent ye." So also did Jesus say, "Repent ye, and believe the Gospel." There are some who would insist that the message of repentance should no longer be preached. With this we cannot agree. Peter at Pentecost preached, saying, "Repent, and be baptized every one of you." A little later he said, "Repent ye therefore, and be converted." Still later he preached saying, "Repent therefore of this thy wickedness." Paul said, "God * * commandeth all men every where to repent." Still later, in Rome under King Agrippa, Paul said of the Gentiles that "they should repent and turn to God." Truly, the long-suffering of God leadeth us to repentance. God is "not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance." 

3. Jesus preached, "The Kingdom of God is at hand." This John preached, and this also Jesus preached. The Kingdom was at hand, because the King was at hand. Jesus Christ at His birth was announced King of the Jews, when the wise men from the East came to worship Him, they worshiped Him, "King of the Jews." During His ministry He continually proclaimed His Kingship. When He died they put up over His head the word, "This is Jesus the King of the Jews." 

Thus, when He was born, He was announced King of the Jews; when He died, He was rejected King of the Jews; then, when He comes the second time, He will come not only as King of the Jews, but as King of kings and Lord of lords. 

VI. THE CALLING OF ANDREW AND PETER (Mark 1:16-18 ) 
1. The Lord called Simon and Andrew from the common walks of life. Both of these men were fishermen, their calling was not high, according to human reckoning, yet they were the very ones whom the Lord chose to have part and lot with Him. Do we not read, "Ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called." 

We would not for a second suggest that the Lord does not seek the noble, the mighty, to follow Him. The trouble lies with the nobler class, in the face that they do not want the Lord. They seem too busy and too much occupied to follow with the meek and lowly Jesus. Besides, they would rely too much upon their own greatness and prowess, and would be in danger to use Christ to add to their own glory, instead of humbly seeking to give glory to Him. 

2. The Lord called Simon and Andrew from a life busy with serving. Peter, who was Simon, and his brother Andrew could never be included in the class of "do-nothings." The Lord does not call men who are drones and idlers. He selects people who are in active service. 

Missionaries should not be chosen from among the young people who know nothing of soul-winning and Christ-serving at home. If we cannot preach Christ in our own community, how can we preach Him afar? If we cannot win our own to Christ, how can we win the heathen? 

3. The Lord said, "I will make you fishers of men." The occupation of Simon and Andrew was not to be changed. They were still to be fishers. However, instead of fishing fish, they were to fish men. We wonder if there is not a real similarity between fishing fish and fishing men? It would be profitable to give this comparison some earnest consideration. 

VII. THE CALLING OF JAMES AND JOHN (Mark 1:19-20 ) 
1. Simon and Andrew were casting a net into the sea. James and John were mending their net. We wonder if there is a significance here. Perhaps the Lord would have us know that some are called for constructive work, casting nets; while others are called for remedying work, mending nets. 

We may not all be able to save souls all the time. Those who are saved must be strengthened against slipping and falling. We may not always be ready to cast our nets. Sometimes we need to adjust our messages, to prepare ourselves for their better proclamation. 

2. Simon and Andrew forsook their nets and followed Christ. James and John left their father, Zebedee, to follow Christ. 
Some of us are called upon to leave silver and gold and all of our possessions. Others are called upon to leave father and mother, brother and sister, and our dearest friends to follow Him. 

3. In any event the matter at issue is following Christ. It is not necessary to preach long sermons on how to fish for men for Christ's statement is simple indeed, "Come ye after Me, and I will make you to become fishers of men." 

We need to follow the example of these disciples in prompt obedience. Christ called Simon and Andrew, and straightway they forsook their nets and followed Him. Christ saw James and John, and straightway He called them and they left their father. 

If some of our students would suggest that Christ had the right to call James and John to leave their father, Zebedee, alone with the responsibility of the ship and their fishing business we ask them to remember that Zebedee was not left alone, but he had left with him the hired servants. Our Lord always deals righteously. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Two young men were talking about their soldiering in France, and one of them was telling what a wonderful man his father was. Pulling from his left breast pocket a package, he displayed pictures of his father and mother, gazing wistfully at them as he showed them to his companion. "Say, Buddy," he suddenly exclaimed, "you have not spoken of your father. Got any pictures to show me what he is like?" "No, I'm sorry, I haven't any of my father with me. Oh, hold on! Yes, I have, and I'll give you one." Putting his hand in his pocket he pulled out a sovereign and offered it to his wondering companion, remarking, "Here is a picture of ray father. Keep it to remember me by." The Prince of Wales smiled into the face of his father on the coin, then sprang into the waiting lorry and went away to another part of the sector. That is the kind of coin we workers should always have about us, the one that bears the express image of His Person. 

Verses 28-45
He Went About Doing Good 
Mark 1:28-45 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We want to talk to you about the changeableness of the people toward Christ. Mark 1:28 says, "And immediately His fame spread abroad throughout all the regions round about Galilee." 

1. It should be remembered that Capernaum was amazed at His doctrine and miracles. Capernaum was? stirred from center to circumference. Nothing had ever been known in that city to be compared with the wonderful works of the Son of God. In one of the Gospels, Jesus spoke of Capernaum, saying, "And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto Heaven, shalt be brought down to hell: for if the mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day." Then Christ added the memorable statement, "It shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for thee." 

Herein we see that Christ's fame amounted to nothing, so far as Capernaum's heart attitude was concerned. Capernaum and all Galilee were astonished and amazed. They began to talk among themselves, and the news spread from person to person, until the fame of Christ spread abroad. 

However, the very city where so many of His mighty works were wrought, utterly refused Him. We stood a few months ago on the sight of ancient Capernaum. All that we could find of that city were the ruins of what was once its greatest cathedral. We took pictures of the wonderful carvings and engravings upon its walls. Capernaum certainly has been brought down to hell. 

2. To be followed by the populace does not mean true success. Crowds are easily swayed and led. They are the victims of excitement. The multitudes will run hither and thither, and will follow most any fad or fanaticism, or even fancy, for a time. The popular preacher is not always the one who is accomplishing the greatest work for God. We may be ever so popular with the populace, and yet ever so unpopular with the Lord. The populace run to the fire. 

3. Jesus Christ knew what was in men. Not for one moment was He deceived by the fame which followed Him in His early ministry. He knew its short lived character. He knew that the same people who were applauding Him to the skies, would soon be crying, "Away with Him; let Him be crucified!" 

We remember how Christ said, on one occasion, that the people followed Him for the loaves and fishes. 

When the rich young ruler fell at His feet, we might have taken him for a convert. But Jesus Christ put him to the acid test, and said to him, "Sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, * * and come and follow Me." Then it was that the young man went away sorrowful, for he had great riches. 

There were three would-be followers, as described in the last part of Luke 9:1-62 . To one Christ said, "Foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man hath not where to lay His head." Another said to him, "Suffer me first to go and bury my father"; but Christ said, "Let the dead bury their dead." The third one said, "Let me first go bid them farewell, which are at home." But Jesus said, "No man, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the Kingdom of God." 

The Lord Jesus was never carried away by human applause. 

Christ received not the honor of men. He taught us that we were not so to do. He never sought to make Himself of any reputation. We are sure that, in those early years, when the crowds followed Him in order to see another miracle, or to eat of His bread and fishes, He vividly saw the Cross looming before Him; and He knew that but few would follow Him along that rugged Calvary pathway. 

4. He was despised and rejected of men. Christ the Miracle-Worker may have been approved so long as the people benefited; but Christ the Saviour; Christ the Son of God; the Giver of life and of light, and the Heralder of truth, was despised and rejected. He died with only a few hundred people who were truly His followers. He was forsaken by men. 

I. HOW CHRIST LOVED THE HOME (Mark 1:29 ) 
1. The home of Peter and Andrew. Our verse reads, "And forthwith, when they were come out of the synagogue, they entered into the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John." There was something about the home that appealed to Christ. We have read that motto frequently: "Christ is the Head of this home; the silent Listener to every conversation." 

2. The home of Martha and Mary. The Lord delighted to go to that sweet place of rest, and to tarry the while. He was there as a teacher of the way of life. It was at His feet that Mary often sat, and so did Martha, and they heard His Word. 

It was in that home that Jesus went in the hour of sorrow, when Lazarus, whom Jesus loved, had died. He went to scatter the shadows, and to remove the pain. 

It was in that home that the Lord Jesus stopped as He was en route to Calvary. As He was eating that day with them, about the table, it was Mary who anointed Him with the precious ointment. 

The home was established by Divine command, and Christ loves to enter every home tint has the door of welcome open to Him. 

3. Some family suggestions: To a young man who was saved, and who fain would have traveled with the Lord, Jesus said, "Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee." Christ entered many homes, and every home He touched He blessed. The truth is that He wants the whole household for His domicile. 

Joshua said, "As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord." The jailer believed in this Lord with all his house. God give us more homes like these! 

Satan's greatest victory is achieved when he divides the household. If he can enter a home through one or more members of the family, he will contaminate it with worldliness and with sin. 

II. THE MINISTRY OF HEALING (Vss. 31, 32) 
1. Christ entered into Simon's home. He found Simon's wife's mother sick of a fever "and anon they tell Him of her." There is, to us, a beautiful touch in this. He entered into a home where there was sickness, and they tell Him. That is just what we all ought to do: tell Him about everything. Is it not written, "Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and He shall sustain thee"? Why should we not tell Him everything? His ears are opened to our cries. His hand is still ready to reach out in helpfulness. 

2. He "took her by the hand." Here is another marvelous and helpful statement. Has He never taken you by the hand? Perhaps she would have arisen alone at His command, but more likely her faith needed a little encouragement. The touch of His hand; the pull; the upward lift; all encouraged her to believe in His healing power. 

When Peter was sinking beneath the waves, and cried out "Lord, save me," the Lord took Peter by the hand. He always takes us by the hand. Have you not read, "For I the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee"? Certainly He will help; He always helps and lifts up those who call upon Him. 

3. She ministered unto them. When God heals us, He does not heal us that we might live for ourselves, but for others and for Him. As soon as Peter's mother-in-law was healed, she began to serve. This should be our chief desire to minister in His Name. 

III. THE END OF A BUSY DAY (Mark 1:33-34 ) 
1. "Faint, yet pursuing." You remember how in the days of Joshua they grew weary with the long battle. Joshua commanded the sun to stand still in order that they might fight on and prevail. They grew tired in the flesh, however, while the spirit was still active. They were faint, yet they were pursuing. 

The Lord Jesus had had a very busy day. He had been healing and preaching as He served others. He had finally come home to rest, and had found Peter's mother-in-law sick, and He healed her. After the even had come, after the sun had set, the people would not leave the Master alone. We read that "they brought unto Him all that were diseased, and them that were possessed with devils. And all the city was gathered together at the door." Did Christ turn them away? Not He! Weary and forespent, as far as the body was concerned, He yet welcomed them, and healed many that were sick with divers diseases, and cast out many demons. Let us not be weary in well-doing, for we shall reap if we faint not. Let us spend and be spent for Him. 

2. Meeting the needs of all classes. Christ was not a minister to the rich alone. He did not isolate His message, or His healing power. His heart said, "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." His message was a "whosoever will" message. 

Shall we not walk in His steps in this matter? It was written of Christ that the "Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He hath anointed Me to preach the Gospel to the poor; * * to heal the brokenhearted"; also "to comfort all that mourn." If Christ showed any preference whatsoever, He showed it to the poor; but He showed it to them because the common people heard Him gladly. 

3. A display of His great power. He healed them that came to Him. He cast out the demons, and with authority, He suffered not the demons to speak. It does not matter what the need may be. Christ is abundantly able to meet it. It does not matter how dark the day, how disastrous the affliction, how overwhelming the gloom, there is One who is able and who is willing to help. Is anything too hard for the Lord? Believe, and thou shalt receive. 

IV. THE BEGINNING OF A NEW DAY (Mark 1:35 ) 
Our verse says, "And * * rising up a great while before day, He went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed." 

1. "A great while before day." It seems to me that most of us, if not all, if we had had such a busy day as He had had, and such a great strain in service, would have probably slept in the next morning. Not so with our Lord, He not only got up early, but He arose a great while before the dawning of the new day. This is appealing. Do we get up a great while before day to commune with God? Doubtless we do if we comprehend the need, not of the past day, but of the coming day. 

2. "A solitary place." Public prayer has its call, but private prayer has the great appeal. "When thou prayest, enter into thy closet, * * and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly," said our Lord. Public prayer may be to the ears of the people; private prayer is to the heart of God. In public prayer we may be tempted to use great sounding words, and we may be concerned with our oratory; in private prayer, we will certainly be thinking of Him. 

Let each one of us practice prayer in the secret place. 

3. He "prayed." He prayed? Christ prayed? God Himself prayed? So it says! "A great while before day, He went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed." Christ was thronged by the multitude in the daytime, so He longed to get alone with the Father. Would that every one of us would follow in His footsteps in this matter! We can see David, on the occasion when Absalom came against him. David, while the camp was asleep, sought the face of his Lord, and poured out his prayer unto God. No wonder that he closed the prayer with this shout of victory: "I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people, that have set themselves against me." If we prayed more, we would have more faith, and more victory. 

V. THE NEXT TOWNS ALSO (Mark 1:36-38 ) 
1. "All men seek for thee." After the disciples had been awakened in the morning by a great crowd of people, they went in, no doubt, to rouse the Master, and to tell Him that others had come with sick ones to be healed. They found out, however, that the Lord Jesus had gone. 

There is no doubt but that they knew where He had gone, and why He had gone. It must have been His habit to arise early, and to seek the solitary place for prayer. Therefore Simon Peter led the crowd to where the Lord was sure to be, and when they had found Him, Peter said to Him, "All men seek for Thee." 

We wonder if all men would not be seeking Him now if they had not lost confidence in His healing power and presence. They sought Him then, but they sought Him for what they could get out of Him. They did not seek Him that they might give to Him their love or their service. 

2. "Let us go into the next towns, that I may preach there also." This was Christ's reply to the seeking crowd. We might sum it all up in one word: "others." The Lord Jesus Christ was happy to help the people in one community, but not in that community to the exclusion of other communities. He whose heart throbs with the compassion of the Master always feels the urge of the needs of others. 

The Apostle Paul said, "Not boasting of things * * that is, of other men's labours but having hope, when your faith is increased, that we shall be enlarged by you according to our rule abundantly, to preach the Gospel in the regions beyond you." Is this our rule: the next towns also, and the regions beyond us? This is the command of the Master: "Every creature": "All the world"; "The end of the world." 

3. The call of the mission fields. Back of Christ's statement, "Let us go into the next town," we can almost see the outstretched hands, and hear the call, "Come over into Macedonia, and help us." God's love for you, and your church, and your town, does not at all circumscribe His love to others, and to their towns. "God so loved the world," and God wants all men to be saved. The Caucasian race, does not have any monopoly on the Gospel. God wants the Malay and the black and the red races, and all races to hear His good news of salvation. Let those who read this be stirred up to the "next town" also. 

VI. FIRST THINGS FIRST (Mark 1:39 ) 
1. "And He preached in their synagogues throughout all Galilee." "He preached," our key verse says. This is the first necessary thing. Let us put the preaching of the Gospel in the place where it belongs. 

When Peter had healed the lame man at the gate of the Temple, the crowd came rushing out, saying, "By what power, or by what name, have ye done this?" Did Peter begin to talk about the wonderful healing power which he had? Not he. He began immediately to preach Christ to them. He said, "By the Name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by Him doth this man stand here before you whole." Then in a moment he added, "Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved." 

Neither Peter nor any other Apostle ever magnified his healing power. The Apostles magnified Christ, and they placed the emphasis on Christ, the Saviour. Whatever else a minister may do, under God, he must remember that he is commanded to preach the Word. He is separated unto the Gospel of God concerning His Son, Jesus Christ. Many other things may call upon his time and attention, but they must be secondary to the one ministry: preaching Christ. 

2. He cast out demons. The Lord Jesus Christ had also a ministry for the oppressed, for the men and women who were demon-possessed. He came to seek that which was lost, but He came also to undo the works of the devil. He came to set free the captives. Concerning a woman who had been bound by Satan eighteen years, He said, "Ought not this woman * * be loosed?" Then He loosed her. 

3. He healed. Mark 1:34 tells us that He healed many of divers diseases. His name is Jehovah-Ropheca, "I am the Lord that healeth thee." If any is sick, He has told us to "call for the elders of the Church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the Name of the Lord." He never would have given us such a command if it were not His will and His purpose to heal in answer to the prayers of His people. We ask and receive not if we ask it unbelievingly, or to consume it upon our own fleshly desires. It is the prayer of faith that brings healing. 

VII. THE HEALING OF THE LEPER (Mark 1:40-45 ) 
1. "If thou wilt, thou canst." As Jesus passed throughout all Galilee, there came a leper beseeching and kneeling down to Him, and saying, "If Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean." There was something in this God. He also showed his faith when he said, "Thou canst make me clean." There was something in this that moved Christ with compassion. There was that in the attitude of the man his prostrate form, and also in the words of the man that moved the Lord. 

Let us remember that the place to get things from God is at His feet. We heard Mr. Meyer of London say one day that he had a lovely dog which would come to the table and bark for a choice piece of food. To this Mrs. Meyer made objection. The dog soon learned that his barking got him nothing. So the great London preacher said that his dog soon learned to slip under the table, and to lift his paw and scratch his master's knee. He got his morsel every time. 

If you want to appeal to the Heavenly Master, you must fall at His knees. The proud look and the lofty mien get nothing from God. It is the contrite and the broken heart that appeals to our God. 

The Lord also observed the man's willingness to abide his Lord's pleasure. He said, "If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean." That Christ could do it, he knew. But he pleaded that the one who could, would. 

2. "I will; be thou clean!" Jesus Christ accepted the challenge. The leper said, "If Thou wilt, Thou canst." Jesus said, "I will." And He is also today to say, "I will" when we have both the attitude and the confidence in Him that were expressed by this leper. 

There is another thing to be observed: The man confessed that he was unclean, and Jesus Christ said, "Be thou clean." If we want anything from God we must confess our sinful estate. The impurity of heart and of life must be confessed. 

3. "Say nothing to any man." When the leper was about to depart, Christ straightly charged him, saying, "Say nothing to any man," and sent him away. He was told to show himself to the priest, and to offer proper things for cleansing, as Moses had commanded, but he was not to say anything to any man. We may wonder why the Lord did this. He did it in order to bar the rabid desire of the populace to look upon Him as a healer. The man, however, published it the more. What was the result? The people pressed upon Christ so much that He could no more openly enter into the city, but abode in the desert places, and they came unto Him from every quarter. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Christ is ready to save you now. He still goes about to help, to heal, and to save. Will you let Him in? 

When Dr. Chalmers was on a visit in the northern part of Scotland he was entertained by a Christian lady, who told him she was very anxious about her daughter, and she asked him, "Will you talk to her?" He said he would; but the lady told him, "You will find her mind is set very firmly against religion. Her father and I and various friends have tried to talk to her, but it's no use; she is fairly set against it." "Oh, is that the case?" said Dr. Chalmers. "Leave her in my hands, I'll do what I can." By and by he was left alone with the young lady, with whom he had made friends, and he said: "They have troubled you a great deal about this question of religion, have they not?" "Yes, they have." "Suppose I were to ask them not to trouble you about religion for six months?" "Well," and she hesitated, "but perhaps I mayn't live that time." "Suppose, then, we say three months?" Still the young lady trembled to put it off so definitely, for she might not live a month. "Suppose we say a week, then?" "I had better not put it off a week; it mayn't be safe." "You are quite right," replied the doctor; "suppose we settle it now." He got down on his knees and prayed for her, and they didn't separate until she was safe in Christ's fold. Jesus is waiting able and willing to save. Will you let him save you "now"? (2 Corinthians 6:2 ). Oh, honestly and heartily say, "I will" (Genesis 24:58 ). If you wait in time you may "wail" in eternity. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-17
The Healing of the Sick of the Palsy 
Mark 2:1-17 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
1. How Christ's meetings were advertised. Our Lord's Word and His work was sufficient to assure Him a multitude, whithersoever He went. He moved among the people in a quiet and even in an humble mien. When He spoke He was accustomed to sit down. When He healed the sick or raised the dead, He did not sound a trumpet before Him, yet all the people sought Him. 

We are coming more and more to the conviction that after all it is a plain, positive, and Holy Ghost indued message that people want to hear in our day. The world is getting weary of the flash of Broadway and of the glare of its white lights. Depression and distress, poverty and almost famine, sorrow and sighing fill the hearts of an ever-increasing mass of men. 

What the people need is a messenger sent from Heaven with a power which is of God. 

2. What Christ preached. The last statement of the 2d verse carries a wealth of meaning. It reads thus, "and He preached the Word unto them." 

The Lord Jesus could have found many other things to preach had He sought for them. There were many thing's which He might have preached, however, "He preached the Word." 

Did not Paul say to Timothy, "Preach the Word, be instant in season, out of season"? Did not the Apostle Paul write of himself, "Paul * * an Apostle, separated unto the Gospel of God, * * concerning His Son"? On another occasion did he not say, "We preach Christ"? 

It is the Word of God which is sharper than any two-edged sword. 

It is the Word of God which is like the rain and the snow coming down from Heaven, and causing the earth to bring forth and bud. 

It is the Word of God that is the fire and the hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces. 

The unsaved are born again by the grafted Word. The saved are built up by the Word. The path of the just is lighted by the Word. Can we not therefore, as believers, appreciate the statement concerning Christ, 

"He preached the Word unto them"? 

I. ONE SICK OF THE PALSY (Mark 2:3-4 ) 
1. The sick of the palsy was borne of four. Perhaps that day in the crowd that filled the house and pressed the doors, the Lord observed the absence of the four followers. Where were they? Would they not have enjoyed His testimony? They would. Would they not have delighted in His presence? There is no doubt of it. However, they had gone to seek another and to bring him to Christ. 

It took four to bring the one, but it was not a waste of time or of energy. Would that we had more people ready to go out into the highways and hedges and constrain the people to come in. Would that we had more men who had a heart for those who wander, for the absentees and non-attendants at the House of God. 

2. A hindering crowd. As the four brought the sick of the palsy to the meeting, they found that they could not come nigh unto Christ for the press. Everybody seemed more anxious to see themselves, than to let some one else see. They were peering over each others' heads. They were pressing through, the best they could to get a sight of the. Master. They had no thought and no care, however, for one who needed the Lord more than they. 

We have seen the time, as an invitation was being given in some church service, when, pinned in the middle of a seat, there was a man who sought the Saviour. Tears were in his eyes. A sob was in his heart. On either side of him and between him and both aisles were saints filling his only path of egress. They stood with their hymnbooks raised, singing with their might. They knew it not, but they were hindering one who wanted to get out that he might come to the altar for prayer. 

Let us be helpers and not hinderers. Let us seek for the lost and not crowd them out from God. 

3. An undaunted purpose. The four men had started with the sick of the palsy determined to lay him at the feet of Jesus. The press of the people at the doors could not deter them. Upon the roof they climbed, carrying the bed on which the sick man lay. The tile they removed, then carefully they let down the bed whereupon the sick man lay. 

4. The responsive Christ. When Jesus saw their faith, the faith of the four, and the faith of the sick of the palsy, he said, "Son, thy sins be forgiven thee." 

The four had faith or else they had never gone to bring the sick of the palsy. The sick of the palsy had faith or else he never would have suffered himself to be brought. Our Lord said, "According to your faith be it unto you." 

So when He saw their faith, there was nothing to do save to heal the sick. When faith grasps the hand of God, it grasps the power that rules the rod. 

II. THE FAULTFINDING SCRIBES (Mark 2:6-7 ) 
1. The ever-present critic. We wonder if a sermon has ever been preached when there were not some people present who were chronic faultfinders, some sitting there who had not come to worship but to criticize. It was so with our Lord. How wonderful was He! How matchless were His Words! How unspeakable were His miracles! In such a one there could be found no fault. He knew no sin, and He did no sin. He was ever thoughtful and filled with compassion. 

However, all of this did not stay the hand of the scribes, nor did it quiet their reasoning against Him. They had made up their minds before they came that they would not accept the Lord Jesus. Their purpose was not to be taught but to contend. 

We remember how the Apostle Paul wrote, "All they which are in Asia be turned away from me." He said, that Alexander the coppersmith did him much harm. He said, "Demas hath forsaken me, having loved this present world." 

He also said, "At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me." 

Hard it is to understand, and yet it is true that even the Lord was despised. Some rebuked Him because He sat with sinners and ate with them. Some said that He had a demon, others cried that He was a glutton and a winebibber. Against all of these Jesus did not contend. Such reproofs as He uttered were reproofs of love and of pity. Let those of us who seek to serve the Lord expect to be maligned, misrepresented and misunderstood. 

2. The cause of their criticism. The Lord Jesus had said unto the sick of the palsy, "Son, thy sins be forgiven thee." 

The critics said, "Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies? who can forgive sins but God only?" 

Thus we behold that their antagonism began with their negation of Christ's Deity. Had they known that He was God, they would have known that He could forgive sins. 

We are led therefore to grant that sometimes the bickering and the strife of people against their pastor or against some other leader in the Word and Work of God is brought about by misconceptions and misunderstandings. 

We are sure that the scribes should have known better. We are sure also that the modernists, whom we call destructive critics, should also know better. They speak against One whom they know not. They criticize One who is entirely foreign to their faith. 

Christ came unto them from the Father but they knew Him not. He came with the Words of Life but they received Him not. He extended unto them His hands of love but they came not unto Him. 

They cried out, "Why doth this man thus speak blasphemies?" and yet they themselves were blaspheming the Christ, the Son of God. They cried, "Who can forgive sins but God only?" and yet, they themselves could never be forgiven of their sins apart from the God-Man whom they were criticizing. 

III. THE OMNISCIENT CHRIST (Mark 2:8 ) 
Our key verse says, "And immediately when Jesus perceived in His spirit that they so reasoned within themselves, He said unto them, Why reason ye these things in your hearts?" 

1. The Lord knew what was in man. He knew it from the throne in Heaven; He knew it when He walked among men; He knows it now. Who is there who can fly from His Spirit, and hide away from His face? Our Lord has beset us behind and before. 

The omniscient Christ! Such knowledge is too wonderful for us. It is high. We cannot attain unto it. 

The omniscient Christ! Whither shall I go from Thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from Thy presence? Is there anywhere that we can go that He will not find us? If we ascend up into Heaven, He is there. If we take the wings of the morning and hie us away to the uttermost parts of the sea, He is there. 

The omniscient Christ! If I say, "Surely the darkness shall cover me," even the night shall be light about me. When we think of Christ, we must remember that our substance was not hid from Him. From our mother's womb, He was there. He knows our downsittings and our uprisings and understandeth our thoughts afar off. Thus it was that immediately Jesus perceived in His spirit that they reasoned against Him. 

2. The Lord questioned man. To His critics Christ said, "Why reason ye these things in your hearts?" We would like to ask every critic of our Saviour the same word, "Why?" Has the Lord Jesus done anything worthy of death? Have those who criticize Him any real reason for their condemnation? Shall the unclean deride the clean? Shall the impure defame the holy? Shall the unforgiving ostracize the merciful, the tender, the kindhearted? 

In other words, how can people cry out, "Away with Him," "Let Him be crucified"? How can they thrust the sword into His side and drive the nails through His hands and His feet? How can they press His brow with thorns? 

IV. A QUESTION OF AUTHORITY (Mark 2:9-10 ) 
To the reasoning and questioning of the critics, Christ responded by asking them a question. They said, "Who can forgive sins but God only?" He replied, "Whether is it easier to say to the sick of the palsy, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Arise, and take up thy bed, and walk?" 

1. The secret back of Christ's question. In the Gospel of John, we have, in chapter 2, the working of Christ's first miracle in Cana of Galilee. The water having been turned to wine, we read, "This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth His glory." 

In the 5th chapter of John, Christ said, "The same works that I do, bear witness of Me, that the Father hath sent Me." 

Now, to the statement of the scribes that God alone could forgive sin, Christ responded that it is as easy to forgive sins as it is to say to the sick of the palsy, "Take up thy beef, and walk." Then He added, "But that ye may know that the Son of Man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (He saith to the sick of the palsy,) I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy bed." 

Our Lord Jesus wrought where no one had ever wrought. His miracles were miracles such as no human, unless panoplied with power Divine, could work. Christ cured the sick of the palsy, the leper, the woman bent double by Satan's power, the demoniac of Gadara. Christ raised the dead, the daughter of Jairus, the son of the widow of Nain, and Lazarus. Christ walked upon the sea, and with His lips spoke the word that caused the startled elements immediately to be quiet. 

Surely such an One could forgive sins because such an One was very God of very God. 

Let those who deny the efficacy of Jesus Christ, His power to save and to forgive sins, explain how this Man spake as never man spake; how He lived as none other ever lived; how He wrought as none other ever wrought. 

Let those who deny the power of Christ to forgive sins explain His resurrection from the dead, His ascent to the Father's right hand, with the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. 

2. The assurance of the forgiveness of sins. Thank God that the sinner borne down under the burden of his sins needs not to despair. There is One who suffered and died, the Just for the unjust. By virtue of His atoning work, He can and does proffer a full and free pardon. 

Not only does He forgive sins, but He takes them away. He justifies the sinner, and makes him to stand before God clothed in Divine righteousness. 

No man, be he priest or potentate, can forgive sins but God. Christ has that power because Christ is God. 

V. GLORIFYING THE ALL GLORIOUS CHRIST (Mark 2:11-12 ) 
1. The immediacy of Christ's twofold work. That the Lord did do two things for the sick of the palsy, we know. (1) He forgave him his sins. This was done immediately and upon the spot. It may be that his palsy had been a Divine chastisement, placed upon him because of some physical sin, which he had committed. The Holy Spirit, through James, instructed the sick saying among other things, "Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed." 

We are assured that in many cases personal sins, are closely related to personal sicknesses. In Corinthians we read of the failure of certain saints to discern the Lord's body. Then the Holy Spirit adds, "For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep." 

(2) He healed him of his palsy. This also was done immediately. The sin was gone; the sickness was also gone. When the latter is the result of the former, the confession of the latter, with forgiveness, will naturally be followed by the removal of that which caused the disease. 

2. The people glorifying God. When the populace saw what was done they were all amazed and glorified God saying, "We never saw it on this fashion." 

The greatest testimony to the power of God is the redemption of the sinner. In a revival meeting, when the unsaved are loosed from the chains that bind them, and when they experience the marvelous regenerating grace of God, there is joy not only in the presence of the angels above, but also among the saints and populace below. 

"The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth His handywork." How much more then do reborn men and women declare His glory! This glory will be accorded now to Christ. It will also be given in "the air," and throughout the eternal ages. We love the reading in Revelation which runs this way, "And they sung a new song, saying Thou art worthy * *: for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy Blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation." 

Thus, in Heaven itself, the redeemed glorify God. 

VI. HEALING FOLLOWED BY TEACHING, TEACHING FOLLOWED BY A CALLING TO SERVICE (Mark 2:13-14 ) 
After the healing of the man sick of the palsy, the Lord Jesus went forth by the seaside. Once again the multitude resorted unto Him and He taught them. 

1. Teaching should follow healing. We may behold the mighty works of God without knowing the wonders of the Miracle Worker. He who has felt the power of God in his body in healing, or the power of God in his heart in the forgiveness of sins and in redemption, needs to be taught concerning the Lord Jesus. 

It was Mary who chose that better part to sit at the feet of her Master and to hear His words. How wonderful, and how gracious, as well as how illuminating were the words which fell from the lips of the Saviour. 

In imagination we can see Him, even now, as He sat on the mountain and spoke forth the magic message of the Sermon on the Mount. Thank God, even unto this hour it is possible for any of us to sit at the feet of Jesus and hear His words. 

Have you just been saved? Remember how the man of Gadara being delivered sat clothed and in his right mind, at the feet of the Master, as He opened up unto him the Scriptures? 

2. Serving should follow teaching. After He had taught the disciples, as He passed by He saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting in the receipt of custom, and He said unto him, "Follow Me." We think that our conclusion is correct. The Apostle Paul being saved immediately proclaimed that Jesus was the Christ and yet before he was sent on his three great missionary tours, he must needs go into Arabia to be taught of God. 

The head must be taught before the lips can successfully proclaim the story of God. 

3. Levi, commonly known as Matthew, left the seat of the custom to follow Jesus. Beloved, are we willing to follow Him and to go forth to serve Him? We may have much to leave but we will have much more to obtain. If we turn from this or from that, we will find ourselves not in straitened but enlarged quarters. 

Even Moses, who left the riches and pleasures of Egypt and the glories of the Egyptian court, left nothing comparable to the glory which he obtained as the leader of the Children of Israel. 

As Moses stood on the Mount of Transfiguration, think you that he regretted his abandonment of Pharaoh and Pharaoh's God? 

VII. THE EVER PRESENT CRITIC (Mark 2:15-17 ) 
There were critics in the home in Capernaum where Jesus taught. There were critics ready to complain and find fault as Jesus sat at meat in the house of Levi. 

1. Jesus sat at meat with publicans and sinners. First of all, we ask you to observe that Christ had a body similar to our bodies. A body that needed substance for He ate and He drank as do we. Again, we would have you to observe that Christ delighted in companionship. He entered the house of Levi and sat together with him at meat. If Christ delights in our fellowship, how much more should we delight in His! Christ did not enter a cloister where He might be separate and segregated from men. He sat rather in the house of Levi, where many publicans and sinners sat with Him. Let us not refuse contact with the lost. 

The Lord came into the world to seek and to save that which was lost. He was the Bread which was to be shared with the hungry and the Water of Life which was to be a fount from which the thirsty might drink. 

God is still saying to the wicked, "Come now, and let us reason together." 

2. The criticism of the critics. When the scribes and Pharisees saw Jesus eating with the publicans and sinners, they said, "He eateth and drinketh with publicans and sinners." When Jesus heard it He said unto them, "They that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance." 

Christ did not mingle with sinners with the intent of entering with them into their shame and folly. He mingled with them in order to save them. In Luke 15:1-32 , we read of how the Lord again sat with publicans and sinners; but, as He sat He gave that marvelous threefold parable of the lost sheep, the lost coin, and the lost son. 

We must not enter into the ways of sinners. We must not walk with their conceptions of things. We may go only where they are, mix with them and mingle with them in order that we may win them and point them to the Saviour of man. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
"For your lives!" cried the Portuguese captain of an African slave ship to a band of naked negroes, as he pointed to an English ship which had been in hot chase of him for hours. "Fight for your lives!" he cried out, as he gave each man a weapon. And the deluded and terrified negroes did as they were told, and in doing so they wounded and killed their best friends, who had come to deliver them. So Jesus came to set the captives of sin free, but the Pharisees rose against Jesus; and the very men He loved and came to free they hied on to kill Him. Rev. B. Waugh. 

Verses 12-28
Helpers and Hinderers 
Mark 2:12-28 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
1. Back in Capernaum. Once more we find our Master in the city by the sea. He loved Galilee. So many of His wonderful messages and marvelous miracles took place there. He also loved Capernaum, although Capernaum early rejected Him, and forced Him to pronounce a curse upon it. 

As He came into the city, He blew no trumpet, He advertised in no newspaper, but we read, "It was noised that He was in the house." Straightway many were gathered together, insomuch that there was no room to receive them, no, not so much as about the door. He preached the Word to them. This was His great delight. His Word was a Word of power and spiritual light. It was the Word of salvation. 

2. Healing the sick of the palsy. We are not taking this part of the chapter, verse by verse, inasmuch as we had just previously a whole study on it. Just now it will suffice to say that the One who wanted to preach, was forced to heal. As He was speaking, the roof was uncovered where He was, and they let down a bed whereon lay one sick of the palsy. Jesus Christ did not reprove them. He saw their faith, and faith cannot be reproved. Thus the Lord said, "Thy sins be forgiven thee." Then, afterward, He said, "Arise, and take up thy bed, and go thy way." 

3. The harping of the critics. Among those who filled the house where Christ spoke were certain of the scribes. They sat there reasoning in their hearts. They heard Him say to the palsied man, "Thy sins be forgiven thee," and they reasoned thus: "Who can forgive sins but God only?" 

It is easy to discover that they did not accept the Deity of the Lord. They were scribes who should have known the truth concerning Christ, but they knew it not. If they had heard the account of the birth of Christ, the announcement of the angels to the shepherds, the visit of the Wise Men, the baptism of Christ, and the Voice from Heaven, they should have believed them. However, they believed not. 

4. "And He went forth again by the sea side." We mention these words because they are so suggestive. The common people indeed glorified God, saying, "We never saw it on this fashion." The scribes, however, shrank back under Christ's reproof, with bitterness of heart and spirit. 

As Christ arose and went forth out of the house, and down by the sea, He seemed by His action to be saying, "How often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not." He went forth from them as much as to say, "Your house is left unto you desolate." 

It is an awful thing to see the Lord turning away from any human heart, from any town, or city, or people, or nation. We believe that this is often done. He is still saying, "Because I have called, and ye refused, I have stretched out My hand, and no man regarded; * * I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh." 

Sometimes it is necessary for Christ to turn away from hard and impenitent hearts. 

Christ took our place upon the Cross and bore our curse. This He did for us. However, when we turn from that Calvary work, the curse remains upon us, and we are yet in our sins. O that men would repent, and turn to God. O that men would praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His mercies which endure forever! 

Men, however, loved darkness rather than light. Jesus Christ said, "Ye will not come to Me, that ye might have life." He also said, "Ye have not the love of God in you." Then He said, "Ye receive Me not." 

There came a day when Noah was commanded to go into the ark and God shut the door to others. There came a day when God said of Ephraim, "Ephraim is joined to idols: let him alone." There came a day when God said, "My Spirit shall not always strive with man." It is all this that we see in the verse which says, "And He went forth again by the sea side." 

I. THE COMMON PEOPLE HEARD HIM GLADLY (Mark 2:13 ) 
"And He went forth again by the sea side; and all the multitude resorted unto Him, and He taught them." 

1. Why the common people followed after the Master. It seems, at first, peculiar when we observe that it was the masses who loved the Lord. He certainly had no pets or favorites among them. The Bible distinctively states that God is no respecter of persons, and yet it was true then, and it is true now, "The poor have the Gospel preached to them." Is it because they felt the need of Him the more, that they followed Him so readily? Was it because they found in Him a sympathetic heart which went out to them in their downtrodden and distressed condition? 

The thing which concerns us is the fact that there were two classes. Why should people be divided the world over, into different compartments? Why should there be those who rule, and those who are the ruled; the ones who lead, and the ones who are led? Why should there be the ones who are the head, and the ones who are the feet? 

2. Why the scribes and Pharisees despised Him. They were the religious people, supposedly. They were the educated classes, the upper class. Surely, with their brains, their knowledge of the Word, their culture, they should have found in Christ One whom they could love, and hear, and follow. Yet they went about to slay Him. There is a little passage which says "For envy they had delivered Him." They did not want to be displaced from their positions of authority and power. Therefore they rejected the Son of God. 

II. THE LORD'S ALL-SEEING EYE (Mark 2:14 ) 
1. What Christ saw. Our verse says, "As He passed by, He saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the receipt of custom." Here was a man that was not loved in Israel. He was a representative of the Roman government. He served the nation which held the Jew in bondage. He was an appointed taxgatherer. As such he was a man of ill repute. We wonder, therefore, what Christ saw in him that made Him say, "Follow Me." We wonder just as much what He sees in any of us. It is while we were yet sinners that He loved us. He loved us when we were clothed in rags. He loved us when we were enemies. 

We wonder if Christ beheld in this Levite the finished product of grace; not what he was before grace touched him, but what he would be after the Blood of Christ had washed him, and made him whiter than the snow. When. Christ saw you, and when He saw me, and loved us, did He not look down through the years and see us in His service, proclaiming His Word, accomplishing His work? Did He not even look into the Glory World, and see us robed in the white robes around His throne? 

2. What Christ said. The words were simple, yet they were words which meant a great deal. He said to the Levite, "Follow Me." Was He going to add another to His train from the lower ranks of life, as men reckoned ranks? He had called Peter and Andrew, James and John, from the fishermen's nets, and now He called Levi from among the publicans and sinners. 

What was the deeper meaning of the words, "Follow Me"? They certainly meant to Levi, the son of Alphaeus, the leaving of a career, a place of money-getting, an assured position in the Roman world. 

The words also meant a new obedience. There was a new yoke to wear, a new servitude to fulfill, a new task to do. 

We wonder if there was, in the mind of the Levite, any far-flung vision. Did he see what it might mean in the coming ages to follow Christ in this age? Did Heaven take hold upon him? 

3. The immediate response. "And he (Levi) arose and followed Him." Here was a convert who believed that the commandments of the Lord require haste. He left everything, and he left gladly. Was he wise? Should he have set aside so much financial power and position to follow the Master? He at least thought so. 

III. CHRIST RECEIVING SINNERS (Mark 2:15 ) 
1. Christ at meat in the house of Levi. Mark 2:15 begins with these words, "And it came to pass, that, as Jesus sat at meat in his house." Levi then had a house, and he also had food in his house, and Jesus went in with him to eat. Is He not always asked to eat with those who follow Him? Has He not said, "I will come in * * and will sup with him?" Did He not also say that "My Father will love him and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him"? All this means that Christ is willing to share our position in life with us. He is happy to become the Guest in our homes as well as in our hearts. If we are poor, He will share our poverty. Thank God for such a Saviour! 

2. Christ eating with publicans and sinners. Into the house of Levi came many publicans and sinners, and they sat also with Jesus and with His disciples. We remember how this upset the scribes and Pharisees, "He eateth and drinketh with publicans and sinners"? The Lord knew what they said, and why they said it. They would not eat with publicans and sinners. He would. 

We must remember that He came to seek and to save sinners, but not to fellowship with them. He came to seek and to save the lost, but not to walk as they walked. He was perfectly willing to sit down with them, so long as they were ready to hear His words of love and mercy. 

He would become all things to all men in order to gain some. He never entered, however, into their evil ways, for He was the blessed Man of Psalms 1:1-6 who walked not in the way of sinners, who sat not in the seat of the scornful, and also walked not in the counsel of the ungodly. 

Had they proposed some plan of evil conduct, or of evil gain, think you for one moment that He would have listened in? Far be it from Him. He could tell them the parable of the lost sheep, the lost coin, and that of the lost son. He could allow Himself to be numbered with sinners on earth, whether it was in the home, or on the Cross; but He was numbered there as their Saviour. 

3. Christ followed by publicans and sinners. These are the last words of our verse. He ate with them; He preached to them; and they followed Him. Was it not worth the while? If we expect to save men, and cause them to follow the Master, we must get down where the people are, whom we want to help and reach for God. If we get up into the high church steeple, and wrap our priestly garments about us, we will never reach the men of the street. 

IV. THE FAULTFINDING SCRIBES AND PHARISEES (Mark 2:16 ) 
1. Are not all sinners? When the scribes and Pharisees saw Christ eating with the publicans and the sinners, they said to His disciples, "How is it that He eateth and drinketh with publicans and sinners?" What were they insinuating? They were insinuating that they were themselves not sinners. They would have considered it utterly proper for Christ to have eaten with them, or with any of their class. 

But they criticized Him when He ate with the publicans and sinners. Is it true that some men are sinners, and others are not? Some are inherently holy, others not? This is not true according to the Word of God, for the Bible says, "All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God." It also says, "There is none righteous, no, not one." 

Deep down in our hearts, we cannot but feel that many of those who have not sunk to the depths of immorality to which some have sunk, are yet even more wicked in the sight of God. To be morally superior does not mean that one is necessarily more righteous. Sin is not merely the transgression of the moral law. Sin is sin magnified, when it rejects Christ, tramples Him beneath the feet, and refuses to yield to Him in loving obedience. 

2. Are sinners to be labeled as "good," and "bad"; "worse," and "worst"? Are there some who are little sinners, and some who are big sinners? We believe so; but we would hate to have the job of putting the label upon them, because our standards of judgment may be altogether wrong in the sight of God and altogether biased. We must remember that the Lord said that he who knew not his Master's will, and did it not (and this would certainly include the publicans and sinners) shall be beaten with few stripes; but he who knew his Master's will, and did it not (and this would include the scribes and Pharisees) shall be beaten with many stripes." 

Which one was received, the publican who beat upon his breast, and sued for mercy, or the Pharisee who prayed within himself, and boasted his righteousness? Think you that a sepulcher that is beautiful without is any less a sepulcher? Is the stench of the tomb lessened by the beautiful grass plot that covers it? Can a Pharisee cover up his sins with long prayers, and gifts of mint and anise and cummin? Nay! It was against such as these that Christ uttered the strongest curses which ever fell from His lips. 

3. A question. They asked in substance, "Why eateth He with them?" They were misjudging the very character of the Son of God, and discounting Him because He came to be the Saviour. 

V. A GREAT STATEMENT (Mark 2:17 ) 
1. "They that are whole have no need of the physician." Were the Pharisees whole? Not at all. Were they well? Not at all. Why, then, did Christ say, "They that are whole have no need of the physician"? He certainly said it of the scribes and of the Pharisees. However, He said it in irony. He said it in sarcasm. They claimed that they were whole. He said, "Why then should I trouble you? If ye think yourselves whole, ye have no need of a physician. You have put yourselves outside of the pale of My help. I cannot come to you, unless you need Me, for I am looking for the lost sheep of the House of Israel. If you will confess yourselves as sinners, I will gladly become your Saviour." 

2. They that are sick need a physician. Is there a doctor anywhere who wants to go around giving his medicines to those who are in perfect health? If he finds such a one, he may want to collect his fee, and so he will give a little water with some kind of coloring in it with instructions to take a spoonful an hour. 

However, Christ is sincere. He came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. This tells the story of why Christ went to the common people, to the outcasts, and to sinners. It was for this reason that He was sent into the world. At the same time, this explains why Christ went not to the upper classes, the religious people of His day. It was because they were self-satisfied, content, as they were. They knew not that they were miserable and poor, and blind, and naked; and the Son of God could not convince them that they were. 

The call of God is, "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest." The call of God is "Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come!" Thank God, what a Saviour is ours. 

VI. QUESTIONS ON FASTING, AND A REPLY (Mark 2:18-20 ) 
1. The question: "Why do * * Thy disciples fast not?" Mark 2:18 says, "The disciples of John and of the Pharisees used to fast: and they come and say unto Him, Why do the disciples of John and of the Pharisees fast, but Thy disciples fast not?" Here was a seemingly vital question, but it was asked with a spirit of faultfinding, and of criticism. They were parading themselves, in this question, as more spiritual and more religious than the men who followed Christ. They fasted. Christ's disciples did not fast. We will be interested to see how Christ explained this matter. 

2. The time for fasting explained: Christ said, "Can the children of the bridechamber fast, while the bridegroom is with them?" Christ said, in other words, "A wedding is no place for fasting. While the bridal nuptials are hastening, and everybody is filled with laughter and song, to appoint a day of fasting would be utter folly." 

3. A time of fasting prophesied: The Lord added, "But the days will come, when the bridegroom shall be taken away from them, and then shall they fast in those days." How marvelously did our Lord bring in the story of His final rejection and death. He Himself was the Bridegroom who was to be taken away. He saw in the very criticism of the Pharisees and of the scribes the very spirit that would lead to His crucifixion. 

When do we fast? Is it not in the hour of distress and of need? We enter into a city to preach the Gospel. We see people about us who are lost in sin. Our hearts are overwhelmed in their behalf. That is the time to fast and to pray. 

A great scourge is upon our community. Thousands are being taken away by a plague. That is the time to fast and to pray. 

A nation is under the throes of depression. People are crying for bread. Thousands, yea, millions, are without work. That is a time to fast and to pray. 

Death is about to enter some home. A loved one lies sick unto death. That is the time to pray and to fast. 

All this was in the mind of the Master when He spoke. When days of fasting and prayer are mere formalities, to be followed merely as a religious expression, they are altogether out of place with God. 

VII. A DESERVED REBUKE (Mark 2:21-28 ) 
1. A rebuke concerning false religious pretensions. Christ said that a man never puts a piece of new cloth on an old garment; or new wine into an old wine skin. In the case of the garment, the rent would soon be made worse. In the case of the old wine skins, they would burst. What folly it is for people to try to fasten religious rites and ceremonies, such as fasting and prayer, such as baptism and the Lord's Supper, such as singing in the choir, or holding a position of authority in the church, upon those who have never had a new heart. 

The Lord Jesus wants to make us whole. He wants to give us a new heart and a new spirit. The old garment and the old wine skins stand for sin and for self. You can't sew the new cloth on such a garment, nor can you put the new wine of the joy of the Lord into such a bottle. 

2. A rebuke concerning the keeping of the Sabbath. In Mark 2:23 , the Lord went through the cornfield on the Sabbath Day. His disciples began, as they went, to pluck the ears of corn. The Pharisees immediately said, "Why do they on the Sabbath Day that which is not lawful?" The Lord replied, "Have ye never read what David did, when he had need, and was an hungered, he, and they that were with him?" David had gone into the House of God and had eaten the shewbread, which was not lawful for him to eat, it being reserved for the priests. The Lord did not condemn him for this! 

Then the Lord said these memorable words: "The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath." In other words, the Sabbath came as a blessing to aid and to help, and whenever necessity made it impossible for a man to rest, he was allowed to take the ox out of the pit, to eat the ears of corn, to take the shewbread, because the Son of Man was Lord also of the Sabbath Day. The Pharisees, by their tradition, were making it impossible for people to follow God as the Holy Spirit led. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Let our chief desire be to receive His smile and His approval. After the Crimean War there was a great celebration in London, when Queen Victoria, with the Prince Consort by her side, gave out medals to the heroes. Some of the soldiers appeared with empty sleeves, some on crutches, some with bandaged foreheads; but there was the same sweet, royal smile, and the same reward for all. At last there was carried on a litter to the Queen a poor battered and bruised warrior. Both his arms and both his legs were gone. He was only a common soldier, but in the service of his country he had done his best. At the sight of him the Queen, with tears streaming down her cheeks, went to the litter, pinned a badge upon the poor fellow's breast, kissed his brow, and said: "Well done, good and faithful servant!" If such a message cheered the heart of the soldier on that day, what will it be on the Crowning Day to hear the King of kings and Lord of lords say, "Well done, good and faithful servant; * * enter thou into the joy of thy Lord" (Matthew 25:23 ). May this be my happy portion. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-10
The Man with the Withered Hand 
Mark 3:1-10 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We are giving a study in the Book of Mark which will carry some splendid suggestions for the student. Every Sunday morning we see a large group of people hurrying toward Sunday School and church. I wonder how many of us ever stop to consider the objectives of the various people who move on their way churchward. 

In our study, in Mark 3:2 , we read these words, "And they watched Him, whether He would heal him on the Sabbath Day; that they might accuse Him." It is not difficult to discover why these people entered the synagogue, but we do wonder why people today enter? 

1. One group go to church with the mere outward show of Divine service. There is a verse in Ezekiel which says, "And they come unto Thee as the people cometh, and they sit before Thee as my people, and they hear Thy words, but they will not do them: for with their mouth they shew much love, but their heart goeth after their covetousness." 

This is a sad story, but it is still true. How many there are who go to church regularly, and yet there is no real faithfulness to God in their hearts. Outwardly they appear pious, but inwardly their hearts goeth after covetousness. They like the sermon and the singing. It is all to them as a lovely song, as one who has a pleasant voice. However, there is no real worship in their hearts. Formal Christianity means nothing to God; a worship of the lip, and an outward demonstration of piety is not acceptable to God. 

2. A second group goes to church with the thought of honoring God, and yet they know nothing of real heart worship. This group is described in Matthew 15:8-9 "This people draweth nigh unto Me with their mouth, and honoureth Me with their lips; but their heart is far from Me." Such people worship God in vain. They are teaching the doctrines of men. They cannot please God. The Lord demands heart worship, and He Himself must be recognized as the Head of the Church, and given all authority and all power in the lives of His worshipers. 

3. There is another group of worshipers who seek to go to church, but their lives are unclean. To such, God says: "When ye come to appear before Me, who hath required this at your hand?" God goes on to say, "When ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of blood." 

There is one thing that God demands of those who worship Him. They must have clean hands, they must cease to do evil, seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fathers, plead for the widows. God pity those who have a churchianity, but know nothing of a clean life. 

4. There is another group who say, "Lord, Lord, and yet they never do the things that their Lord demands of them. To such God says, "I never knew you." He who seeks to appear before Christ and calls Jesus "Lord," must serve Him faithfully. If He is Lord, they must be servants. 

5. The fifth group is the group who go to church to find fault. These are described in this study. There were many Pharisees present, but they were not there for any good. They were there that they might discover something with which to accuse Christ. They were persecutors and haters of Christ. 

No one could have convinced them that Jesus Christ was true, no matter how hard they tried. They were that kind who had sealed their hearts and minds against His Name. 

6. Another group are those who go to church for what they can get out of it. They are the loaves and fishes. They follow with Christ when, it is advantageous to themselves. We fear that among professing Christians there are those who want to be in the church that will give them the best social standing. They want to go where they themselves will be advanced in their worldly ambitions. They are not after serving Christ. He is no more to them than an aid to their own advancement. 
7. The seventh group are those who go with the spirit of self pride. They say, "We have increased in riches, and have need of nothing." They are the Laodiceans. To them God says ye "are wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked." 

8. Our last group are those who go to church to worship with pure hearts. These are they who have turned from their sins to serve the Living, and the True God, and to await His Son from Heaven. Let those who study the various groups of church goers, place themselves where they rightfully belong in the above eight groups. 

I. THE WITHERED HAND (Mark 3:1 ) 
When we think of the man with the withered hand, as standing before Christ seeking His helping power, there are three things which come to us. 

1. The fact of sin. Sin always impoverishes, weakens, and saps the strength. We have seen the grass withering away because of the hot sun; so it is, whenever sin sweeps down upon us, it tends to wither us, until it leaves us altogether without the power of action. Sin breaks down our resistance; it hinders our conquests. Did you ever fall down and collapse spiritually in your weakness? that is the effect of sin. 

2. The picture of a fruitless life. A withered life, makes us think of the corn in the field, or the 'wheat, or the rye that never comes to harvest. It is the fruit tree whose fruit shrivels up, and never matures. 

There are many young people, today, who are like the man with the withered hand. They are in that helpless state where nothing ripens for the harvest. There is work to do, yet there is no one who can be trusted by Christ to point the lost to the Saviour. Their tongues cleave to the roof of their mouth; their power is broken, and they wither away. 

II. THE COMMAND, "STAND FORTH" (Mark 3:3 ) 
1. God's call to separation. When Jesus said to the man with the withered hand, "Stand forth," He seemed to be saying, "Get out of the crowd, come away from, your former environment." This is always the call of God. If we want to serve Him, we must go forth unto Him without the camp. We cannot serve God and mammon, for either we will love the one, and hate the other; or else we will hold to the one, and despise the other. 

Did you ever see a young man, or a young woman trying to be a Christian and at the same time, he or she was living the life of a sinner. This is utterly impossible. The Lord calls us to separation, these are His words: "Come out from among them, and be ye separate, * * and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you." 

2. God calls us to the negation of human aid. As long as the man, with the withered hand, stood in the crowd he would be tempted to trust in the crowd, to lean upon them, and to follow their suggestions. At Christ's call, he stepped forth, separating himself from them. He denied their power to help him. He had come to the place where he had no hope in man. Man had never been able to heal him, or even to help him. He had no power, himself, to better his condition; and they, likewise, had no power. 

We have gone a long way toward victory when we are willing to utterly repudiate every human aid. So long as we think we can do it, or that some one else can do it, we will never find victory. 

3. God's call to perfect trust. As Jesus said, "Stand forth," and the man stood forth, he found himself in the position of being thrown wholly upon the Lord. As he walked away from the world, and from man, he was prepared to follow with Jesus, God says, "Trust in the Lord * * and lean not unto thine own understanding." The sinner does not need any human trust. 

III. THE LORD QUESTIONS HIS WOULD-BE ACCUSERS (Mark 3:4 ) 
1. Is it lawful to do good on the Sabbath? As the Lord commanded the one with the withered hand to stand forth, Christ's would-be accusers immediately began to insinuate that He was about to break the Sabbath Day. 

The Lord Jesus knowing this said, "Is it lawful to do good on the Sabbath days?" The church of today is keeping the first day of the week. We are not under bondage to the Seventh Day. Yet, we often face the question as to what should be done, or should not be done on the Lord's Day. Should we do this, or should we do that? The question Christ asked His accusers should help us. 

There is another thing the Lord said, "The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath." That is, the Sabbath is for our good, and not for our harm. We think of Sunday as a day for rest, and that is a true conception. Is there, however, any rest to a man with a withered hand? If the day is the day of rest, should it not be used to give rest to anyone who is bound by a disease, or by sin? 

When we hear our minister preach the Word of Life does he not seem to be saying, "Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest?" 

Jesus is our Sabbath, because He is our rest. There is no better time than Sunday, for Christ to say, "Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth." There is no better time for Christ to say, "If any man thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink." 

2. Is it lawful to give life on the Sabbath Day? Certainly, the Sabbath stands for a day of rest, on the one hand, and for life on the other hand. There is, in the thought of the Sabbath, everything that gives and invigorates life, and nothing that tends to kill and destroy. 

When we think of the Jewish Sabbath we think of its significance. First of all, we think of God's rest in creation. At that time He brought the world out of its chaotic condition. He said, "Let there be light: and there was light." He created physical life, as well as vegetable. The whole picture, therefore, of the first day of rest was the picture of life out of death. 

Second: When we think of the Sabbath, we are reminded of the rest which the Children of Israel had from the Egyptians. We are reminded of their deliverance from their cruel taskmasters, who ground out their very life. 

Third: There is another typical meaning of the Seventh Day. It looked on to the rest, which we commonly call the Millennial Rest, a rest which remaineth for the children of God. This will be another life, out of death. The terrific woes and judgments of the great tribulation will succumb to this Kingdom of Rest. 

In the above three suggestions of rest, there is an answer to Christ's questions concerning the Sabbath Day: "Is it lawful * * to save life, or to kill?" 

IV. THE LORD'S GRIEF AT THE PEOPLE'S HARDNESS (Mark 3:5 ) 
1. Religious bigotry makes hearts impregnable to the Truth. These men who sought to accuse Christ in this Scripture had their consciences seared, as with a hot iron, Their hearts were hardened as steel. Their necks were stiffened against Christ. 

Whenever you find people blinded by religious bigotry, you find them all together set against the Truth. 

Let anyone appear in the midst who is ever so humble, and ever so faithful to God, they will immediately malign him, unless he runs with them. 

They think that every one who does not fall in with their religious set-up, is altogether perverse. They imagine that he, who is not a member of their religious denomination, or clique, is altogether wrong. 

They would more readily believe a lie from their own, than they would believe the truth from one of God's faithful servants. 

2. The rejection of Truth hardens the heart. Whenever the Truth is kept down, refused, reviled, the heart is left more adamant than ever. If we would know the Truth, we must follow on to know it. The Word of God is a two-edged sword, it cuts unto life, or it cuts unto death. 

3. God has no pleasure in the death of the wicked. We read that the Lord looked on them with anger. In the same moment we read that He was grieved in His heart. The anger which Christ manifested, was not anything akin to our anger. God is always angry with sin. Anger is an attribute of His nature. God does not get angry, but He is angry with the sinner every day. The accompanying phrase, That He was grieved in His heart, gives a wonderful insight to His anger. God's wrath must fall upon the wicked, but, even as it falls, it grieves Him. We have read these words, God has no pleasure in the death of the wicked. 

V. THE UNION OF TWO ANTAGONISTIC SECTS (Mark 3:6 ) 
1. The Pharisees were the orthodox Jews. They stood for everything written in the Law, and in the Prophets. They considered themselves the fountainhead of all truth. To be sure, they continually added many of their own laws and ceremonies to God's Word. 

2. The Herodians were heterodox. They denied both the resurrection, and the existence of angels. They were what we might call, in our day the modernistic wing of the church. Between the Pharisees and the Herodians there was lasting antagonism, with no possibility of organic union. Two could not walk together, without being agreed. 

3. Against the Truth, the two enemies joined. The Pharisees sought the aid of the Herodians, in fighting against God. One of the strangest things today, is the fact that the modernistic wing of the church, joins hands with denominational orthodoxy, in order to fight the men who go all the way with Christ. 

Denominationalism contends against every truth which is not under their wing. There is so striking a similarity between the conditions described in Mark 3:6 , and the conditions which we have in our present day among Churchmen, that we are amazed. Jesus Christ has been ruled out from the Headship of His own Church. Indeed He stands outside the door and knocks. 

VI. SEEKING TO SLAY THE SAVIOUR (Mark 3:6 ) 
1. The scribes and Herodians joined together to cast off their only hope of national and spiritual life. They joined together to overthrow the Lord Jesus, the rightful heir to David's throne, and the King of the Jews. As Christ left them that day, He left their house desolate, and desolate it shall be until they shall say, "Blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord." 

At this very moment, the Jews, after two thousand years, are still wandering among the Gentiles. They are without God, without Christ, without hope, without any national home, and their only hope still lies in the Second Coming of Christ. 

2. In rejecting Christ they sought to kill the Author of Life. They, therefore, rejected their only national and spiritual hope, when they sought to kill the One who was both the Resurrection and the Life. 

The Pharisees believed in the resurrection, yet, apart from Christ they could never have realized the resurrection. The Pharisees believed in the life to come, yet, without Christ, life to come was impossible. 

3. They sought to slay their best Friend. He who had come with deliverance, they were ready to deliver to the Cross. Rejecters are even refusing everything vital to life and light. It is from God that every good and perfect gift proceeds; and he who would destroy Christ, destroys the only hope of his own good. Oh, Thou Friend of all friends, teach me to be friendly to Thee. 

VII. THE WITHDRAWAL (Mark 3:7-8 ) 
1. Christ will not force His grace upon His rejecters. When the Pharisees and the Herodians joined together to destroy Christ, He quietly withdrew Himself with His disciples to the sea. This is not the only time when our Lord withdrew. In the 4th chapter of Luke, the Nazarenes would have cast Him off the hill upon which the city was built, but Jesus quietly passed through the midst of them, and went His way. 

The withdrawal of Christ, was not the withdrawal of a coward unwilling to face His enemies. It was simply His rejection of His rejecters. He could have overwhelmed them by His power, but the conquest of Christianity is not the conquest of the sword, God could drive men into subjection to His rule, but this He utterly refused to do. The Lord stands as one pleading all day long. He holds out His hands calling upon men to come into His arms of love. He is willing and able and ready to save, but He never saves until men come to Him believing and ready to be saved. 

2. Some believed and some believed not. In our study we have seen why the Pharisees and Herodians rejected Christ. Yet, there were multitudes who went with Him. It is always so. There are some willing to follow Christ, but others follow Him not. 

Christ went into the pool of Bethsaida, and healed one who had been sick thirty-eight years. However, a multitude of impotent folk, who needed Him, never said one word to Him about being healed. 

3. The curiosity group. We have read the statement concerning the great multitude, that they followed Him because they had heard what great things He had done. We wonder if they were merely curiosity followers. The Lord have mercy on those who follow Christ merely from excitement. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
"An observation balloon over the lines of the Allies was suddenly attacked by a German airplane firing 'tracer bullets,' which, if they pierced the balloon, would set it on fire. Watching from beneath we saw two black shapes drop like stones out of the car. They were observers. For two or three awful moments it looked as if they would be dashed to pieces. Suddenly a white cloud opened above their heads, and their fall stopped. It was their parachute, a frail thing of fine silk, but they cast their weight on it, the air filled it, and it sustained them. They floated gently and safely to the ground. I said to one of the officers, 'Isn't it rather awful, wondering if your parachute will open and hold you up?' 'Not a bit,' he replied, 'it always works; you know it will.' So faith is trusting yourself to God as completely as the observer trusts himself to the parachute. The parachute might fail. God cannot." 

Verses 22-35
The Blasphemy against the Holy Ghost 
Mark 3:22-35 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
In order to get the full view of our Scripture before us, it is necessary for us to study some of the accompanying scenes which lead up to Christ's statement, "But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness." 

Scene 1: The man with the withered hand. In the last study we had the healing of this man. At that time it stood before us as one of the signs of the mighty power of the Living Christ The miracles of our Lord Christ shows forth His glory. 

As the Lord Jesus moved among the people healing the sick, raising the dead, and casting out demons, Satan became more and more fearful of His power, so also did the scribes and Pharisees become alarmed. It was natural, therefore, that both Satan, and Satan-energized men would set themselves together against the Lord. 

Scene 2: The call and mission of the twelve. Jesus Christ after His miracles of healing, and of the casting out of unclean spirits, went up into a mountain and called unto Him His followers, from whom He ordained twelve, that they should be with Him, and that He might send them forth to preach, and to have power to heal sickness, and to cast out the demons. 

When the enemy saw these men sent forth upon their mission of good, they were the more alarmed. The power of Christ was growing day by day. His Name was being heralded afar. The fame of His mighty deeds was upon every lip. 

Scene 3: The enlarging crowds who followed Him. The multitudes which came together to see and to hear Jesus, were so great that they could not eat bread. Had the scribes and Pharisees kept their hands off, the crowds would have followed the Lord in ever-increasing groups. The scribes, however, realized that it was necessary for them to get busy and antagonize the mighty Christ. In the scribes, Satan found his allies. He could use them to work out his will, and to fulfill his strategies against the Son of God. 

To us, the saddest thing about the persecutions which befell our Lord was this; the men who led the fight were always the outstanding religionists of the day. They stood in Moses' seat, they paraded themselves as the lovers of God, and as the preachers of His testimony. It has always been so, the persecutors against the saints are still found within the church. 

So far as Satan is concerned, he had from the beginning sought to make it impossible for the promised "Seed of the woman" to be born. Now that Christ had come, and now that Satan's kingdom was being shaken to the foundation, the devil was quick to join in with the scribes, if possible, to overthrow the Lord of glory. 

Let us sum up the causes for Christ's words relative to the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost. (1) Christ's mighty power in healing. (2) The commissioning of the twelve. (3) Christ's ever growing popularity. This drove the scribes to almost any strategy, if that, by any means, they might stop the sweep of religious fervor. 

(4) In Christ's exaltation to authority, they felt their own authority waning It was for these causes, that they, maddened by circumstances, designed to say that Christ was working under the power of Beelzebub, the prince of the devils. 

We who love the Blood must not cease to contend for the faith once delivered. 

I. A BITTER THRUST (Mark 3:22 ) 
"And the scribes which came down from Jerusalem said, He hath Beelzebub, and by the prince of the devils casteth He out devils." 

1. The assaults upon the Truth came from the men sent to herald the Truth. The scribes themselves, along with the Pharisees, made a great show to piety and to goodness. The Lord said of them, "They bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with one of their fingers." 

The scribes and Pharisees did all their works to be seen of men. They boasted their religious superiority. They loved the uppermost rooms at the feasts, and the chief seats in the synagogues. They loved the "greetings in the markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi." 

However, these scribes and Pharisees were hypocrites, shutting up the Kingdom of Heaven against men. They devoured widows' houses, and then covered their wickedness by the pretense of a long prayer. 

They were deceivers of the people. They would carry out details of religious rites to the limit, but omit the weightier matters of Law, judgment, mercy and faith. They strained at gnats, while they swallowed camels. They "make clean the outside of the cup and of the platter, but within they are full of extortion and excess." 

Christ called them whited sepulchers, beautiful without, but full of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness within. Such were the men who had made their thrusts against Christ. 

2. The assaults against Christ were unfair and untrue. They said concerning the Master, "He hath Beelzebub." They also said that He worked under the power of the prince of devils. Nothing could have been more falsely stated. 

The One who came down from glory, they acclaimed as having come from Satan. The One upon whom the Holy Spirit rested at His baptism, the One who was led of the Spirit, and filled with the Spirit, the Pharisees claimed was filled and energized by Beelzebub. The One who spake the "Words of the Father, did the will of the Father, and wrought the works of the Father, they insinuated was under the power of the devil. 

The Pharisees sought to say that He who came down to undo the works of the devil, was in league with the devil. 

We marvel at the depths of Satan. He tried to malign the Son of God, and God the Son, as His own vassal. 

May God reveal unto those who deny the Virgin Birth, the sacrificial and substitutionary Death of Christ, the literal Resurrection of our Lord, and His glorious personal Return; may God reveal to them that they are walking in the footsteps of the Pharisees who were the dupes and slaves of Satan. 

II. CHRIST'S REPLY (Mark 3:23-26 ) 
As soon as the scribes had ceased to speak, Christ called them unto Him, and spake unto them in parables, saying "How can Satan cast out Satan?" Jesus had been casting out demons, the scribes said He cast them out by Beelzebub, the prince of demons. The Lord at once showed them the folly of their philosophy, because they had made Satan to fight against himself. 

His parables included two things; 

1. A kingdom divided against itself cannot stand. Where is the king which would sow the seeds of strife, or kindle any fire, that would destroy himself? 

2. A house divided against itself cannot stand. Kingdoms are made up of houses. Would any house set its members in array, the one against the other, each member of the house, trying to subdue and to overthrow each other member of the house? Such a house could not stand. 

We remember how the disciples, on one occasion, sought to stop a man from speaking for Christ, because he did not number himself among them. The Lord immediately bade them, "Nay." He said in effect, "He that is not with Me is against Me; and he that gathereth not with Me scattereth abroad." When men honor the Lord Jesus in their hearts, and call Him "Lord," we know that they are Christ's disciples. 

To be sure Satan may put many into our camps who will say, "Lord, Lord," with their lips. We may find within our ranks many wolves, who are wearing sheep's clothing. They come, however, to destroy and not to build up. They come to darken, and not to illumine the minds of men. 

Such men are spies, trying to get within the citadel in order to sow the seeds of discord and contention among saints. 

We do not deny that there are many heretics who stand behind the pulpit. They use loud speaking words; they really are corrupters of the faith. Of these Jesus did not speak, when He said, "If a house be divided against itself, that house cannot stand." These men are in the house, but not of it. They may be clothed, outwardly, with the robes of saints, but they are within far from saints. 

III. CHRIST'S SUPREME TASK (Mark 2:26-27 ) 
Our verses read, "And if Satan rise up against himself, and be divided, he cannot stand, but hath an end. No man can enter into a strong man's house, and spoil his goods, except he will first bind the strong man; and then he will spoil his house." 

1. We have the picture of a strong man. This strong man is none other than Satan himself. The present day mimicking of Satan is perverse. Satan is the king of darkness, he is the head of a tremendous force, Heavenly and earthly. He has innumerable fallen angels and demons under his power. In addition to these, he has an untold number of demonized men, under his authority. 

He is the strong man. Even the archangel, Michael, durst not bring against him a railing accusation. People laugh at Satan, they call him the old nick, the old scratch, and any other name with which to scare children. They amuse grownups by their folly. 

The truth is, no one can dare to face Satan alone. He goes about seeking whom he may devour; and, unless we stand clothed in the power of the Lord Jesus Christ we will fall beneath his onslaughts. 

2. The picture of the stronger man. There must be some one stronger than the strong man, if he hopes to spoil the strong man's goods. There must be some one strong enough to bind the strong man. In these words, the Lord Jesus Christ was setting forth the fact that He and Satan stood against each other in a death conflict. 

It was a question as to whether Satan could overwhelm our Lord, or, whether He could overwhelm Satan. All along, during the earth life of our Lord, the conflict was on. The conflict, however, came to its climax upon the Cross where Jesus Christ, alone, and unassisted, met Satan and all of his combined forces. There, the Bible says, He met principalities and powers and vanquished them; triumphing over them in it. 

Let us plead with people to gather under the shadow of the wings of the Almighty Christ for protection from Satan and his wiles. 

IV. THE SIN OF SINS (Mark 3:28-29 ) 
We now come to the verses upon which we chose the naming of this study. Our verses read: "Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, and blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme: but he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal damnation." 

1. We read that all sins, including blasphemies against the Father and the Son, may be forgiven. How great is God's grace; how deep is His love; how rich is His mercy. All sins may be forgiven unto men but one sin. Mark these words: There is no promise of forgiveness to demons, or to angels, but to man. How comforting are the words, "Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool." 

Sometimes men have come to me and said, "I am too great a sinner, God could not love me." With what joy do I answer him, "That whosoever will, may come." "The Blood of Jesus Christ, His Son cleanseth us from all sin." 

If anyone reads these words and thinks himself excluded, we would like to quote the oft-used expression of Charles H. Spurgeon, the noted London preacher; "None are excluded thence, but those who do themselves exclude, welcome the learned and polite, the ignorant and rude." 

2. We read of the sin which may not be forgiven to men. The Lord said, "But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness." How many have been troubled by these words. People try to read into them, many things that God never said, and never meant. The blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, is strictly against the Holy Ghost. It is not against God the Father, or against God the Son. It is not a sin against our fellow men. All of these may be forgiven. This sin is expressly against the Holy Ghost; it is a specified, definite sin. It is blasphemy against the Holy Ghost. It is not in grieving the Spirit; it is not in quenching the Spirit; it is not in resisting the Spirit; it is blaspheming the Spirit. 

Jesus Christ wrought by the Holy Ghost. At His baptism, He was baptized by the Spirit. He was afterwards led by the Spirit, and filled by the Spirit. Therefore, we truly say, that Christ cast out demons, by the Spirit of God. Thus, when the scribes said, "By the prince of the devils casteth He out devils," they blasphemed against the Holy Ghost. They claimed the work of the Holy Ghost, was the work of the devil. They did not make a thoughtless statement to that effect; they made a dogmatic, malicious, statement, a statement backed with all the venom and wrath of Satan's engendered fury. 

Let us faithfully give this warning to all. Never permit yourselves even casually to criticize the work of the Spirit of God. Let us even be cautious lest we decry what the Spirit does. When we come into the presence of God, let us bow the head, and reverence His Holy Name. 

V. CHRIST REVEALS HIS INNER CIRCLE OF FRIENDS (Mark 3:34 ) 
1. Of those who stood around Him, He said, "Behold My mother and My. brethren." What meaneth such words of tender compassion? We, who know Him, and trust Him, are welcomed into His loving fellowship. How near, how dear, to the heart of God, are those who trust him? He calls us His jewels, His crown. He thinks of us as, "the joy that was set before Him." We are His beloved, His very own. 

What then, is He to us? He is our Saviour, our Lord, our King; He is our Elder Brother, the Fairest among ten thousand. 

2. The nearness of saints to each other. We have spoken of how near, and of how precious are the relations of saints to their Lord. We go on to suggest that as we are near to Him, we become near to each other. There is no fellowship on earth so sweet, and so pure as the fellowship among believers. There is a comradeship and a fellowship between saints, that is more precious than family ties. Even the love of husband and wife, of parent and children, are made sweeter, and richer, when they have added fellowship, as Christians. 

VI. THE CAPSTONE OF THE CHRISTIAN'S LIFE (Mark 3:35 ) 
1. Sin means disobedience. God says, "Let the wicked forsake his way, and * * let him return unto the Lord." As long as we walk in our own way and will we are among the wicked. When grace changes us, we immediately deny ourselves, and everything in the realm of our own way, and we follow Him. 

2. Salvation means obedience. If you would ask me to express, with one word, the result of being born again, I think I would use the word, "obedience." When we are saved, we take His yoke upon us; we follow Him in the way; we begin to live in Christ. Our desire, at once, is to exercise ourselves always to obey His every wish and command. 

Jesus did not only say, "If ye love Me, keep My commandments," but, He also said, "He that loveth Me, keepeth My commandments." How then can we who are disobedient, walking in divers lusts, fulfilling the desires of our own flesh and mind, call ourselves His own? He has said, "My sheep hear My voice, * * and they follow Me." 
3. Our highest ambition should be to know and to fulfill God's will. We should strive to stand perfect, and complete, in all the will of God. We should never seek our own, but Christ's. 

One of the saddest phases of my ministry, is the necessity that is thrust upon me to call Christians to full consecration. 

Why should God, the Holy Ghost, plead with us saying, "Present yourself to God"? We are not our own, for we have been bought with a price. Should we not, therefore, glorify God in both our bodies, and our spirits? Let us say unto God, "I am Thine, and all that I have is Thine." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Hear the pledge of Jesus Christ: "I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you." "Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world." As long as God lives, and our souls live, so long does this pledge stand. It is true, we cannot always feel this presence. But we can always know that it is there, always think of it, so long as thought endures, always rest upon it forever and forever; and the reason why this promise is given is that we may hold fast to this truth. There may be a moment in the very depths of sorrow and anguish when the presence is hidden from us. But is it not because we are stunned, unconscious? It is like passing through a surgical operation. The time comes for the ordeal. The anaesthetic is ready. You stretch out your hand to your friend: "Don't leave me, don't forsake me." The last thing you feel is the clasp of the hand, the last thing you see is the face of that friend. Then a moment of darkness, a blank and the first thing you see is the face of love again. So the angel of God's face stands by us, bends above us, and we may know that he will be there even when all else fails. * * Amid the mists that shroud the great ocean beyond the verge of mortal life, there is one sweet, mighty voice that says: "I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. In all thy afflictions I will be with thee, and the angel of My face shall save thee." Dr. Henry van Dyke. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 24-41
Getting What You Give 
Mark 4:24-41 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
There are many "as" and "sos" in the "Word of God. These cover various lines of consideration. Let us suggest one or two of these before we take up the study proper. 

Jesus said: "As Jonas * * so shall the Son of Man." Here is a comparison setting forth the experiences of Jonah in the whale's belly, and his being cast forth on to the land, as typical of Christ buried, and risen again. 

"As it was in the days of Lot," so in the days of the Coming of the Son of Man. This along with "As it was in the days of Noe, so * * in the days of the Son of Man." Here the most striking "as" and "so" covers a tremendous scope of time. The Lord Jesus stood, as it were, on the middle ground. With one hand, He reached far back to the days of Lot and of Noah, while with the other hand, He reached far on into the days of His Second Advent and said, "as" and "so." In this, He made history forecast prophecy. 

Once again, Christ said: "As Moses * * so must the Son of Man." This time He referred to Moses lifting up the serpent in the wilderness, and He made it a picture of His own lifting up on the Tree. 

With the above suggestions before us, let us observe some things where the "as" and "so" bring home to our own lives some tremendous lessons. 

1. As we give, it shall be given to us again. God has placed His munificence toward us upon the basis of our munificence toward Him. He says: "Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over." 

It is written: "The liberal soul shall be made fat." Again, it is written: "There is that withholdeth * * but it tendeth to poverty." Accordingly, "He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully." 

How wonderful it all is. "God loveth a cheerful giver," and when He finds one He is able to make all grace abound to such an one, that he in turn may abound in every good work. 

Let us all beware lest in our withholding from God, God shall withhold from us. 

2. As we forgive, we shall be forgiven. It is not necessary to enlarge upon this. We remember the story of Peter and his question, "How oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven." 

After the words above, the Lord told a parable of one who had been forgiven ten thousand talents, and who in turn refused to forgive an hundred pence. The lord of this man hearing of his case was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all that was due unto him. 

After the parable was over, Christ said: "So likewise shall My Heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses." 

I. GOD'S SYSTEM OF REWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS (Mark 4:24-25 ) 
1. In the realm of service our verse is true. We bring to your remembrance the story of the pounds in Luke 19:1-48 , and of the talents in Matthew 25:1-46 . In the case of the pounds, the man who had failed God, and had wrapped up his pound in a napkin lost his pound. To him, Christ said: "Take from him the pound, and give it to him that hath ten pounds. * * For I say unto you, That unto every one which hath shall be given; and from him that hath not, even that he hath shall be taken away from him." 

In the case of the talents, Christ said practically the same thing, adding: "For unto every one that hath shall be given, and he shall have abundance." 

If we want large rewards at the Second Coming of Christ, we must present large service now, for we shall receive every one according to his work. 

2. In the realm of rewards and punishment our verse is again true. "With what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you." Every one of us should weigh our every act and our every word. Everything we do has a tremendous influence upon what we shall receive in the days to come. 

Had you ever weighed this statement, "He that killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword." Sins as well as good deeds act as a boomerang bringing back upon our own heads, according to that we have bestowed upon others. 

Let a man enrich himself by impoverishing those with whom he has dealt, God will impoverish him. Let a man accuse another falsely of some heinous crime or deed, he himself, according to God's Law of retribution, will ever stand in danger of being accused. 

Remember, God has said: "Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." 

II. THE LAW OF INCREASE (Mark 4:26-28 ) 
The three verses before us are freighted with wonderful truth. 

1. Our mind goes back to the beginnings of the Gospel. The sower of Mark 4:26 is Jesus Christ, and His servant. The seed sown is the Gospel. The ground is the world. 

Our mind goes back to the small beginnings of the Church. The one hundred and twenty in the upper room. The preachings at Pentecost. The three thousand saved and baptized. The unspeakable joy and gladness among the saints as they break their bread from house to house, praising God. 

Our mind now looks at the present survey, the multiplied millions who bend the knee to the Son of God and acclaim Him Lord and Saviour. The multitudes baptized, their gifts of millions to evangelization, their prayers, their hymns of praise. Surely, there has been an abundant harvest from so small a beginning. 

2. Our mind considers how it all has happened. Mark 4:27 tells us of one sowing his seed, and then he sleeps, and rising night and day he beholds the seed springing up and growing, "He knoweth not how." 

How often have we stood amazed at the far-reaching blessings which have accrued from our own seed sowing. When, however, we observe the combined growth from the combined sowings of the gospel seed, how much more are we amazed. 

It has all happened according to the words of the Saviour, which He spoke to Nicodemus, "The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit." 

With Nicodemus we cry, "How can these things be?" We see the results of the Gospel, and yet, we cannot comprehend its mighty power of accomplishment. 

Truly, God has been with us, even as He said when He went away. 

III. STEP BY STEP (Mark 4:28 ) 
Our verse runs like this: "For the earth bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear." 

We see a steady growth. Wherever we turn in nature all of this comes before us. Christ Himself took us to the cornfield. He described how the little blade shot up, then afterward the ear, then still later on the full corn in the ear. 

1. This is the story of the Christian's personal experiences. "That which thou sowest is not quickened, except it die." The believer who would become fruitful in service must be willing to take his place alongside the grain of corn. He must be willing to be cast into his grave and die die to the world, die to self, to ambition, to pride. 

The grave is the place of separation, decomposition, and death. It is, however, only as we die that we can bring forth much fruit. If the grain of corn does not die, it abideth alone. So, also, if we would spare our life, holding it back from death, we shall lose our life. But if we gladly go with Christ into His death, we shall find our life in a glorious resurrection service. 

2. This is the story of the Gospel's harvest. The part before suggested to us the growth of the seed sowing of the early Church. We wish to present this same conception in our daily tasks. 

Too many Christians have an ambition to see great things immediately occur. We forget that there must be seedtime as well as harvest. That there must be the growing season as well as the gathering season. Can we remember how Adoniram Judson and William Carey labored for years before they reaped their harvest. Can we remember the days when Robert Morrison stood without the walled city of Canton and cried: "Give me China or I die." In Christian service, there must be first the blade, then the ear, and after that the full corn in the ear. 

IV. HARVEST HOME (Mark 4:29 ) 
Our mind now goes to the time of harvest. Mark 4:29 says: "But when the fruit is brought forth, immediately he putteth in the sickle, because the harvest is come." 

1. There is the individual harvest. We can almost hear the Apostle Paul saying, "Dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and my crown, so stand fast in the Lord." Some one wrote this beautiful little couplet: 

"Oh, it would every toil repay, 

If just some one would gladly say 

To Jesus up in Heav'n some day, 

Dear Lord, he taught my lips to pray." 

We agree with the couplet. There could be no greater joy to us as we enter Heaven's glory than to see some precious souls whom we had led to Christ. On the other hand, how sad our hearts would be if we had no sheaves to lay at the Master's feet in that day of harvest home. 

2. There is the general harvest. 
(1) The harvest of the world. Saints are not the only ones who reap harvests. In the 14th chapter of Revelation we read of how the angel cried, "Thrust in Thy sickle, and reap: for the time is come for Thee to reap; for the harvest of the earth is ripe." 

During the centuries the world populace has been sowing its seed, and its harvest is almost here. 

(2) The harvest of the Church. As the years have passed, the Church has been gathering out of the nations a people for His Name. How wonderful will be the harvest home when we all stand before the throne of God and sing the song of Moses and the Lamb. In that gathering the redeemed from every nation, tongue and tribe will gather around the Throne of God, and of the Lamb and ascribe unto Him, "Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power." 

V. THE MUSTARD SEED (Mark 4:31-32 ) 
The Lord Jesus spoke another parable saying: "Whereunto shall we liken the Kingdom of God?" He said then that it was like a grain of mustard seed. 

1. The small beginning. The grain of mustard seed is the least of all seeds that is sown in the earth. It teaches us not only of the small beginnings of the Church, but it also teaches us not to despise the day of small things in our own lives. Even a word, fitly spoken, may result in untold blessings. A little deed of kindness may shake a kingdom. 

It was one of our greatest men who said, that he never saw an urchin on the street but that he felt like doffing his hat, because he might be speaking to the coming President of the United States. 

2. The present day sweep of the Church. How wonderful it has been after nineteen hundred years: it behooves us to stop a moment to see if we can catch the united and unified voice of praise that ascends on any one Sunday to the Throne of God. 

Perhaps, we can with our mind's ear catch the unified voice of the great volume of prayer that ascends to God on any one Lord's Day. 

Perhaps, we can. with enlarged vision view the united gifts which are laid upon the Lord's altar; or the united service, which is rendered unto Christ in any one day of rest. 

3. The birds lodging in the branches. Our Lord could not forecast the story of the mustard seed, and the mighty tree, without faithfully prophesying the sad fact that the birds of the air had lodged in the branches thereof. The fowls are spoken of in another parable as being the children of the wicked one. How sad it is that in the great growth of the Church, which is abnormal in part, there is to be found in our day such a mixture. In the church tree there are not only those who are born again, but there are those who follow Satan. In many places, the world dominates the church. 

VI. THE STORY OF THE STORM AT SEA (Mark 4:37-40 ) 
1. The storms which swept against the Son of God. Our Saviour, after His parable was spoken, entered into a little ship to go across the sea. "He was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow." "There arose a great storm of Wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full." 

The storms of that sea suggest unto us the wrath of Satan against the Son of God. During the ages the devil had sought by every strategy to keep the promised Seed of the woman from being born. Now that Christ had come, Satan was doing everything he could to slay the Seed. 

2. The storms which sweep against the Church. The Lord is not the only one whom Satan seeks to slay. Christ said: "If they have called the Master of the house Beelzebub, how much more shall they call them of His household?" 

He also said "Ye know that it hated Me before it hated you, * * If they have persecuted Me, they will also persecute you." So it is unto this day. If anyone lives godly in Christ Jesus, he suffers persecution. Not only that, but the Church that stands separated unto God will also suffer. 

3. The other little boats. Mark 4:36 presents a tremendous truth. It says: "And there were also with Him other little ships." This is the lesson we would impart; no man liveth unto himself. Everything that affects one life, affects other lives. This is true whether it be bane or blessing. The storm which struck the Saviour and His little boat, fell likewise upon those in the other little boats. Later on, the calm which quieted the storm against the ship wherein Christ lay, also quieted the storm for the other little boats. 

Life is like a great train of cars. Each individual life is linked to every other life. 

VII. THE FAILURE TO TRUST (Mark 4:40-41 ) 
1. The care of the Master discounted. The disciples awoke Christ saying, "Master, carest Thou not that we. perish?" How oft are we tempted to doubt Christ. When the billows toss and the winds howl about us, we think that God has forgotten us. We forget that the very hairs of our head are all numbered. We forget that He whose eye is on the sparrow, never fails to watch over us. 

Can He forget His own? He who watches over us never slumbers, and never sleeps. Great is His faithfulness; it is renewed every morning; it is fresh every evening. 

2. The disciples rebuked. The twelve had discounted their Lord's care; He now rebukes their lack of faith. To them, He said: "Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?" 

Did they not know that the ship could not sink so long as He was in it? Do we not know that we are safe as long as we are under His care, and as long as He walks beside us on the way? We might fail Him; He will never fail us. 

3. The Master glorified. After He had rebuked the disciples, He arose and said unto the sea, "Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm." Thus it was that the wrath of Satan became the opportunity for Christ to be glorified. Thus it was that through much fear and testing the disciples were led to give honor unto the One who delivered them. Here is what they said one to another, "What manner of Man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?" 

Let us imagine that the hour has come when Christ shall speak peace to a troubled world: the tribulation has run its course, the antichrist is overthrown, Jesus Christ reigns: the world glorifies Christ, the Prince of Peace, 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
How our lives may influence others, or, be influenced by others is illustrated below: 

"A little clock in a jeweler's window in a certain Western town, stopped one day for half an hour at fifteen minutes of nine. School children, noticing the time, stopped to play; people hurrying to the train, looking at the clock, began to walk leisurely; professional men, rushing to meet appointments, saw the time and walked slower; business men after a look at the clock stopped to chat a minute with one another; workingmen and women noted the time and lingered a little longer in the sunshine, and all were half an hour late because one small clock had stopped. Never had these people known how much they had depended upon that clock, till it had led them astray. Many are thus unconsciously depending upon the influence of Christians; you may think you have no influence, but you cannot go wrong in one little act without leading others astray. 

"Every Christian citizen should so live in his personal habits, and in his attitude as a citizen that those who keep watch of him shall make no blunder as to the time of day in character and citizenship." 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-20
The Wild Man of Gadara 
Mark 5:1-20 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
There are several things we wish to suggest, culled from the opening verses of our Scripture. 

1. The first phrase: "The other side." The opening verse says, "And they came over unto the other side of the sea." 

There is, indeed, "This side of the sea." This side is America. There is the other side of the sea; that is India, Japan, China, Africa, and many needy lands. 

Are we doing all our work on this side of the sea? Are we giving all our money to this side of the sea? 

2. The second phrase: "The country of the Gadarenes." Does the country of the Gadarenes not need the Gospel of the Son of God as much as our own country? The Gadarenes may be a people who will not receive the Lord Jesus, but does that excuse us from going to them with the good news? Our Lord says, "Go ye into all the world." He also says, "To every creature." Dare we stop, then, until every creature has heard? 

3. The third phrase: "Immediately there met Him * * a man." This third expression shows the wisdom of Christ's crossing the sea to the other side "there met Him a man." Who was he? Where was he? 

(1) He was a man of Gadara. He was commonly known as "the demoniac." If ever a man needed the Gospel, he needed it. Think you that there are not many such men on the other side of the sea? We are appalled at the conditions of the heathen world millions who have never known of the Gospel, and millions who are undone by sin's sway and power. 

Even now I hear them calling, 

Calling, calling, calling, calling; 

Come across the sea to help us, 

Come across the sea to tell us; 

We are falling, falling, falling, 

Into death and dark despair; 

Make, oh make us, now, your care. 

(2) He was a man who met the Master. He met Christ, he sought Him, he welcomed Him. In our land people seem to run away from the Master. We preach Christ unto them and they receive Him not. We plead with them to come to the Saviour, and they spurn our invitation. 

If our young preachers, and Christian workers want to preach where there are willing hearts and open minds, they may well go over the sea where men have not had the privileges of the open Bible and the preached Word from their childhood, and who have not hardened their hearts and stiffened their necks. 

The land over the sea, the land of the Gadarenes, may not be as pleasant a land as is our land, but it has hearts who will welcome our testimony. 

(3) He was a man dwelling in the tombs. That was, indeed, a most unlikely place to find a convert; yet that was the place from whence there came out a man. Some of the greatest Christians of every age have come from the most unlikely places. Some have been born in hovels, raised in shacks, and have never known those nicer benefits of the upper classes. 

Christ, after all, came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. He seeks the lost sheep, the prodigal son, the tax collector, the woman with seven demons; the stalwart but godless fisherman. He seeks men in the rough, that He may polish them, and cause them to shine with the luster of a Heavenly glory. 

I. NO MAN COULD BIND HIM (Mark 5:3-4 ) 
1. The helplessness of men to stop the sway of sin. Stop and consider the efforts that are daily being put forth to save the lost of this world. Think not that the world does not try to save the world. Of course it does. Every hospital, every rescue home, every temperance society, every reform movement, every court house, and every jail is an effort to save men from their ills, and from the ravages of their sins. 

We do not decry all or any of these agencies. We do most solemnly aver that the best they can do is but to temporarily stem the hellward rush of men maddened by sin and crime. 

The Gadarenes had bound the demoniac time and again; however, the man, in his seemingly superhuman lunacy, had broken every chain. Poor fellow, what were ropes and chains to him? just so many good, but useless and easily broken strands. No man could bind the man of Gadara, and no man can bind the sinner of your city or of mine. 

2. The helplessness of any man to tame him. The reason they could not bind him was because they could not tame him. They had no potions to give him, no antidotes to provide that would cure his malady, and tame his spirit. Say what you will, even had the people of his land been able to bind him, they could not have tamed him. One may build a cage strong enough to confine, a lion, but one may not tame him. 

We think of the words of the Lord to Job, "Canst thou draw out leviathan with an hook? * * Will he make many supplications unto thee? * * He esteemeth iron as straw, and brass as rotten wood." 

It is impossible to tame a man who is Satan-driven. When the Ethiopian can change his skin, and the leopard his spots, then can a poor sinner change his heart of shame, and then can men by their own counsels and power give the wicked surcease from sin and its ravages. 

II. LIVING 'MID THE TOMBS (Mark 5:5 ) 
1. Dwelling in the place of death. The Gadarene in the mountains and tombs suggests to us that the men of sin are shorn of comfort and peace. 

The fastnesses of the mountains is no place for sustenance. Their rugged peaks and sharp rocks are pastureless and fruitless. 

The place of tombs, the graveyards, is no place for the living to dwell. They speak only of sin and its wages, death. They may be beautiful without with fern and flower, but within they are filled with dead men's bones. 

Yet this world is itself only a great graveyard. Men are walking constantly in the shadows of foreboding death. Everything around us says, "It is appointed unto men once to die." 

2. Crying in despair. This is the true picture of the wicked. "There is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked." 

Who can bottle the tears of the Satan-led populace? Who can weigh their burdens and measure their grief? 

The earth is filled with aching hearts and weeping eyes. This sad condition is not relegated to the poor and underfed alone. It is just as true of the godless in the homes of wealth and bounty. 

3. "Cutting himself with stones." This seems to stand for the tale of self-chastisement. It is as though a sinner, seeing his estate, seeks to remedy it by self-negation and self-afflictions. 

The heathen world abounds in all this, actually. In civilization the same thing is true. There are many who tear their hair, wring their hands, bewail their estate, as though that would amend their sad lot. All this but proves that the lost cannot save themselves. They cannot better their own inner springs of life. They are driven of the devil whither he listeth. They are caught in his nets and are helpless to extricate themselves. 

III. TWO VOICES AT WORK (Mark 5:6-7 ) 
1. The first voice: "He ran and worshipped Him." This is as it should be. A poor sinner seeking a Saviour. A devil-driven sinner, seeking One who alone could set him free. 

Peter said on one occasion. "To whom shall we go? Thou hast the Words of eternal life." This demoniac had no one to help him; no one else to deliver him from his malady, so he sought the Lord with all haste, and fell down and worshiped Him. 

2. The second voice: "What have I to do with Thee, Jesus, Thou Son of the Most High God?" This second voice was the voice of the legion of demons who tormented the man of Gadara. Mark his words: 

(1) "What have I to do with Thee?" Of course Christ and the demons lived in two different worlds. Everything which concerned them their ideals and standards of life, their attitudes toward God the Father and to all holy and Heavenly things, were distinct and opposite. 

There is no common ground between Christ and Belial. The two cannot walk together and have comradeship. 

(2) "Jesus, Thou Son of the Most High God." It is left to men to deny the Sonship of Jesus Christ our Saviour. The devils believe and tremble. They know and recognize not alone His Deity, but His power. 

(3) "I adjure Thee by God, that Thou torment me not." The demons knew that Christ was stronger than they, and that they, whom no man could tame, were under the power of His command and word. They stood before One, not their equal, but by far their superior, and they feared His might. 

IV. THE DEMON'S NAME LEGION (Mark 5:9 ) 
1. Is there a superfluity of demons? We mean by our query, are there more demons than there are men for them to inhabit? From whence come these spirits of evil? Why do they seek to dwell in men? What is their objective? 

Perhaps the best thing for us is to quietly accept the fact of the existence of these demons, and not to try to solve the mysteries that surround their existence. They are here and have been here on this earth for unknown ages. They are unclean in character, and seem to seek to drag down and vitiate everything they touch. They indwell men when men yield their baser natures to their madness. 

Demons evidently are under the curse of being disembodied, and they want a body through which they may the better express themselves. Thus they enter into men and seek to operate through them, taking charge of their members, their will, and their mental powers, yea, of all their faculties. 

2. Do demons operate in and through men today? Personally, we do not doubt that they do. In our own land there is abundant proof of their villainy. Many men and women are certainly under the sway of a power that lies beyond their own natural self. That human nature is, in itself, depraved and vile, we know; however, a depraved man or woman is the fit subject of these demons who seek to house themselves in the bodies of men. 

It is, however, when you go to the darkened lands of heathendom that you find demon-possession most marked. The demons, themselves, are objects of worship. Back of the idols they worship are many demons playing havoc with the people. 

V. CURIOSITY DRIVING MEN TO SEE WHAT CHRIST IS DOING (Mark 5:14 ) 
1. The importunity of the demons. They besought the Lord that He would not send them away out of the country, but that they might be allowed to enter into a herd of swine that was nigh. This the Lord granted, and the whole herd of about two thousand entered the swine. The swine, crazed by the entrance of the demons, rushed down a steep place into the water and were drowned. 

2. The news soon spread over the city. The keepers of the swine told what was done, and the people noised it abroad. Then the populace, all agog with excitement, went down by the seashore to see what was done. 

We feel quite sure that the disaster of the loss of the pigs caused more excitement, than the deliverance of the lunatic. 

3. What they saw. They came to see the bodies of the swine floating on the waters of the sea, and being washed up onto the shore, and they found a man seated at the feet of the Lord, clothed and in his right mind. 

There follows a striking statement: "And they were afraid." Afraid of what of the man who was now sane and clothed? Not at all. They had been afraid of him of old. In the quiet, peaceful face of the one who had been healed there was nothing to fear. 

Were they afraid of the dead swine? Nay! They were beyond hurting anyone. Were they afraid of the demons who had been set free, and might seek to do them harm? We think not. They were afraid of Christ afraid of His power afraid of the sweep of His authority. 

VI. A STRANGE REQUEST (Mark 5:17 ) 
1. They were afraid of Christ. Could it be? Afraid of the Lover of men? Afraid of the One who could deliver them from all the power of sin and Satan and demons? Afraid of the One who came down from Heaven to set the sinner free, to loose the bands of his captivity, to give the spirit of joy to him who was tinder the spirit of heaviness? 

Yes, so it is today. Darkness is afraid of light, because men love darkness rather than light. Iniquity is afraid of righteousness, because every evil way is the quest of the flesh. 

We dare not sit in judgment against the people of Gadara, for the children of this age are as corrupt as they. The ungodly hug to their hearts the things which make for their undoing. Men do not want to retain God in their knowledge, because men are filled with unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, maliciousness. They are even haters of God. 

2. They besought Christ to depart out of their coast. The plot of their rejection increases in its significance. First they were afraid of Him, now they ask Him to leave them alone. 

Once again we need but to look around us to see the very same thing being done in our generation. Multitudes of people will not have this Christ to rule over them. Christ said, "Ye will not come to Me." Yes, it may be they believe Him not. But why not? There is abundant proof of every kind to satisfy even the most obstinate of men. Plainly stated men and women in sin, want to be left alone. They will welcome no hand that seeks to rescue them. The masses are saying, "I know not the Lord, neither will I let my sins go." 

3. The Lord quietly went His way. Mark 5:18 says, "And when He was come into the ship." Yes, they asked Him to go, and He went, Unto this hour the Lord will not force men to be saved. It is still "whosoever will, may come." Twice in Romans 1:1-32 we read "God gave them up," and once, "God gave them over." 

VII. THE MAN WHO WAS DELIVERED (Mark 5:18-20 ) 
1. The request of the man of Gadara. He prayed the Lord that he might be with Him. This was a perfectly natural and honorable request. Where is he who, being saved from so great a death, by so great a Saviour, does not want to be with Him! 

He, the Lord, is now in Heaven. Yes, and we want to be there with Him. However, the Lord says, "No, not yet: I cannot take you with me now. There are other tasks for you." 

2. The Lord's command. The man wanted to go with Christ. Christ suffered him not, but said, "Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee." 

Perhaps we, too, can hear a similar word. Here it is: "Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel." Every creature must hear. We must go and tell. We must go to the end of the earth, until earth's last man has heard. 

3. Blessed results. A successful heralder is one who can publish abroad what great things the Lord hath done for him. This is theological, because it has to do with what God hath done. It is practical and personal, because it has to do with what the Lord had done for him. It was not mere theory, but blessed fact. Such is the message we need to publish. 

The result of the former demoniac's publishing Christ abroad is thus summed up: "And all men did marvel." Can we tell something that God has done for us? Real testimony meetings of blessed experiences have never lost their power. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
"One Sunday morning as I was preaching a woman kept crying out and I soon realized that she was demon-possessed. We all began to pray for her and as we did, she cried out that she had four demons: ancestral demon, sorcerous demon, dog demon, and pig demon. We continued in prayer alt day and night until she was completely delivered from the power of Satan. In answer to our importunity and earnest prayers her deliverance was so remarkable and miraculous that her whole family has turned to the Lord. They have confessed that a God who could bring such a deliverance as He brought to that woman, must be the true and living God." (Mrs. Chang, Toowon, Korea.) 

"One afternoon a young man came to my office and, with some insolence, asked me to let him have some money. Before answering his request I dealt with him regarding his soul. Finally, he humbly confessed his past sins. For more than two years he had been in prison for having attempted to kill a preacher in Manchuria. Because he was mixed up with Bolshevism, he had incurred a hatred for this preacher, who happens to be a friend of mine; but he had miraculously escaped death from the hands of this wicked man. It was wonderful to be able to lead this man to Christ. His heart was utterly broken as he prayed to the Lord for salvation. Arising from his knees he gave glory to God." 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-13
How Unbelief Hindered Christ 
Mark 6:1-13 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We wish to take up two questions of Mark 6:2 . 

1. The first question: "From whence hath this Man these things?" 
(1) We have back of the question an under-estimate of the Lord Jesus Christ. They called Him "This Man." 

(2) We have in the question an unmistakable quandary. They said in effect, He is a man, yet He works like God. 

2. The second question: "What wisdom is this which is given unto Him?" 
He not only wrought as none other ever wrought, but He spoke as none other ever spoke. 

He spoke the truth as none other ever spoke. His Words were the Truth. He Himself was Truth . He never made a false statement nor presented a false claim. 

He spoke the truth theologically . Of course He did, for He was God, and knew God. He did not theorize or guess He knew . 

He spoke the truth historically for He spoke in knowledge of all things, for He was before all things. 

The people said, "Never man spake like this Man," yet they would not acclaim Him God. 

What wisdom was His? He, Himself, was Wisdom. Wisdom came from above, because He came from above. 

I. HIS MIGHTY WORKS (Mark 6:2 , l.c.) 
Here are the works which we would consider for a moment: "Such mighty works are wrought by His hands." 
1. Consider His first miracle: turning the water into wine. 

2. Consider His second miracle. 

3. Consider the miracle that immediately preceded this study in Mark 5:1-43 . 
4. Consider the feeding of the multitudes and the necessary multiplying of the loaves and fishes. 

5. Consider the storm on Galilee and the Master walking on the waves. 

6. Consider the raising of the daughter of Jairus, and of the widow's son, and of Lazarus, who had been four days dead. 

Even so, Christ still lives and He still works. 

II. HOLDING JESUS OF NAZARETH DOWN TO A HUMAN GENEALOGY (Mark 6:3 ) 
Here is the way our Scripture reads: "Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James, and Joses, and of Juda, and Simon? and are not his sisters here with us?" 

The people of that day, however, were no more prone to humanize the Lord than are the people of our day. There are multitudes who defame Him by denying that He is Son of God, and God the Son. They are quite as willing to put Him, in His birth, along with Mary's other sons and daughters. They are quite as willing to make Mary an impure woman, with a son begotten out of wedlock. 

1. To rob Christ of His Deity, begotten, by the Spirit, robs us of the Lord. The Book of Mark opens with those memorable words, "The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God." It must ever be true that if Jesus Christ were the Son of Joseph, He was not the Son of God; or if Jesus Christ was the Son of God, He was not the Son of Joseph. 

Stated in another way, If Jesus Christ were the Son of Mary by Joseph, He was a sinner, as well as all other men are sinners; and He could not, then, be the Saviour, nor Lord. 

2. To rob Jesus Christ of His Deity, begotten by the Spirit, therefore robs us of the Saviour. Had Christ been Joseph's Son, He would have had sins of His own, and could not save others, for Himself He could not have saved. 

As son of Joseph and Mary Christ could not have been holy, or undefiled, or separate from sinners; and without these attributes He would have had no value with which He could have redeemed the unholy, the defiled, the sinner. 

III. MAKING IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR CHRIST TO DO MIGHTY WORKS (Mark 6:4-5 ) 
1. Unbelief steels the heart against the Word of God. "He could there do no mighty work." He could do, and did do, many mighty works in many places; but He could do none there. And why not? For this simple reason: God's mighty works are dependent upon our faith. These townsmen denied Christ as God, made Him a mere man, and thus they gave the Lord no soil in which the seed of truth might grow. They gave Him no basis on which they could be recipients of His mercy. 

2. Belief is ever the pivot on which God works. Have you not read, "According to your faith be it unto you"? Again have you not read, "What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them"? If unbelief shuts out the blessing, faith brings the blessing. Unbelief is black with the frown of God: belief is bright with His smiles. 

3. Instead of increasing our works of unbelief, let us increase our work of faith. The church is ofttimes doing much, and believing little. The church is too frequently denying the miraculous, and emphasizing the vigor of an untrusting service. 

How much the rather should we work in faith. After all, it is much better to believe than to work. Best of all is to work the works of faith. 

May we pause to observe the mighty victories of faith that have marked the pathway of saints during the ages. The Holy Spirit has given us, in Hebrews 11:1-40 , a partial statement of these. They lived and wrought and God was glorified. 

IV. MARVELING AT THEIR UNBELIEF (Mark 6:6 ) 
The Lord Jesus did not marvel at their wisdom, their might, their buildings, their herds, nor at their squalor or their sin. He marveled at their unbelief. 
1. He marveled at their unbelief, because He was the fulfillment of the very Prophets they read daily in their synagogues. This significant passage of Scripture magnifies this truth: "For they that dwell at Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they knew Him not, nor yet the voices of the Prophets which are read every Sabbath Day, they have fulfilled them in condemning Him." "And when they had fulfilled all that was written of Him, they took Him down from the Tree." 

2. He marveled at their unbelief because He was the One they needed to meet their every need. He had come to them as a Prince and a Saviour. He had come to save them from every power of the wicked one, and to set them free. He had come that they might have life, and have it more abundantly; yet they believed Him not. 

He went about doing them good, yet they loved Him not. He healed their sick, raised their dead, fed their hungry mouths, yet they believed not on Him. The truth was, they loved darkness rather than light, Satan rather than Christ. 

3. He marveled at their unbelief because they had every chance of knowing the truth, yet knew it not. Before their very eyes He stood as the One who had come forth from the Father. They were familiar with the facts of His birth and life; the message of the angels and their glorious magnificat; they knew of the visit of the shepherds, of the coming of the Magi, and the worship they accorded the Infant Christ. None of these things had been done in a corner. 

They knew about Christ's visit to the Temple at the twelfth year, of how the Lord had reasoned with the Masters of Israel. 

V. HE WENT ABOUT TEACHING (Mark 6:6 , l.c.) 
"Never man spake like this Man." When we think of Christ as a Teacher, we cannot but weigh the Words said of Him by some of the leaders of His day. We use them as our heading, because they place Christ above every other Teacher no man ever spoke as He. He stood in a class by Himself. Would you not like to have slipped in to hear Him speaking? for instance, when He went up into the mount, and sat down, as His disciples gathered around Him, and He opened His mouth and taught them saying, "Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven"? Then, sentence after sentence, what matchless words of wisdom and beauty fell from His lips. We call it "The Sermon on the Mount," and it is known and loved the world around, even after twenty centuries. His Word still holds an undimmed beauty. 

Perhaps you would, the rather, join with the people who heard Him in Nazareth. We read of that day: "And all bare Him witness, and wondered at the gracious words which proceeded out of His mouth." 

Perhaps you would, the rather, have joined the resurrection group to "whom also He shewed Himself alive * * by many infallible proofs, * * speaking of the things pertaining to the Kingdom of God." 

It does not matter when or where He spoke, His words were ever the Truth and the Life. When He spoke the winds and the waves obeyed. When He spoke the dead came forth, the sick were healed, the demons departed. 

His very words were Spirit, and they were life. 

VI. HE GAVE THEM POWER (Mark 6:7 ) 
1. He sent them forth. In our key verse, the Twelve were sent forth. But, if we will listen deeply, we too may hear Him saying to us, "As My Father hath sent Me, even so send I you." 

It was the days on which He went up that He gathered His followers around Him, and said, "Go ye.." Beloved, let us be obedient to His commission. Let us go. 

2. He gave them power. This was His portion. He never asked us to do a task for Him without first providing us with the needed strength for our task. He said, "I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves." He also said, "Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you." 

Unto this day, every ambassador of God is sent under the power of the One who said, "All power is given unto Me in Heaven and in earth. Go." 

3. How great is the power of the true witness of Christ. of the minister and His Word is a place of power such as no man else on earth possesses. 

He gave them power over demons. Do we have less power than they? 

Hear the once vacillating Peter at Pentecost as he thundered out the words of condemnation with one breath, and then the words of saving grace and redemption with his next breath. 

Hell itself must move when a minister, backed with power from on high, speaks the words of truth. 

VII. PREACHING REPENTANCE (Mark 6:12 ) 
1. Repentance is a vital message for saint and sinner alike. We do not mean that a sinner may be saved by repentance alone. We do mean that a sinner comes to the Saviour who saves him from his sins, and therefore he must turn away from them. 

Christians should always repent of any sin or wickedness that may overtake them. Here is a Scripture we do well to weigh. "God * * now commandeth all men every where to repent." Here is another, "Repent, * * every one of you." Here is still another: "And that repentance * * should be preached." If we leave the message of repentance out of our preaching, we do not well. Hear John the Baptist as he preached, saying, "Repent ye: for the kingdom of Heaven is at hand." Christ also began to preach and to say, "Repent: for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand." Shall we excuse ourselves by saying that we are living in another age? Impossible! Paul said, "The goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance." 

2. The message of the Church, like that of John the Baptist, and Jesus, and the Apostles, should be a call to all men to repent of this their wickedness and to return to God. As we see it, repentance is indissolubly linked with saving faith. Could any man seek to be saved from sins which he was wholly unwilling to leave and renounce? 

3. The call of God to the saint is a call to the negation of sin. In the Old Testament it reads this way, "Let the wicked forsake his way." In the New Testament it reads this way, "Denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
It is all-important to have a Saviour whom we can fully trust. 

Jesus Christ is the only Hope of sinners. There is none other name whereby we must be saved. 

Look to your passport if you wish to enter in to Glory. 

Travelers to foreign lands will be familiar with the above demand, and will know how essential it is to possess a passport properly made out to meet the requirements of the authorities. If otherwise, serious difficulties may be encountered at ports and frontier stations. 

While on a journey in the Near East in 1928, four of us were stopped at the frontier between Syria and Palestine, During examination of our passports and baggage, an official saw about half a dozen oranges in our car, and said to us, "You are not allowed to take oranges into Palestine." We began to eat them, and so were allowed to enter "The Holy Land." 

If you desire entrance into any country you must comply with the regulations in force, or be refused admission. Yet some people think that they can enter Heaven, the land of pure delight, without a proper passport, and without paying due regard to God's conditions of entry. 

Concerning the Holy City, God has said, " There shall in no wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's Book of Life" (Revelation 21:27 ). 

What is the passport for Heaven? "The Blood of the Lamb." John Newton. 

Verses 14-30
The Beheading of John the Baptist 
Mark 6:14-30 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
1. John was great in his separation unto Christ. He lived apart from the people In a vow of separation unto God. Here is a part of the annunciation of the angel Gabriel of John's birth. "He shall be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink." This was a part of his separation from the world. 

Does not our God call us all to a similar separation? Here is His call, "Come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord." Here it is again, "Let us go forth therefore unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach." 

2. John was great in His Spirit-filling. He was filled with the Spirit from his mother's womb. Let us never think of John as some eccentric person, given to either fads or fancies. He was a man filled with the Spirit. Are we so filled? 

God, the Holy Ghost, was both in him and upon him. How else could he be great? Are we not great in the sight of the Lord only to the extent that we are so filled? It is written, "Be filled with the Spirit"; therefore we thus judge that not all saints are so filled. It is, however, the privilege of all. 

3. John was great in His testimony. Christ said of him, "There is another that heareth witness of Me; and I know that the witness which he witnesseth of Me is true." There was no half-heartedness or half-truth in what John said of Christ. He sounded forth statement after statement that crowned Christ with Deity, with saving power, and with glory. To John, Christ was "The Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world." To John, Christ was "He that cometh after me is preferred before me: for He was before me." 

John bore witness of Christ, saying, "That was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world." 

John bore record of Christ, saying, "I indeed baptize you with water; but * * He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire." John also said, "Whose shoe's latchet I am not worthy to unloose." 

Perhaps the greatest thing John ever said of Christ was, "I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of God." 

4. John was great in his humility. He not only said he was unworthy to loosen the latchet of Christ's shoes; he also said, "I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, make straight the way of the Lord." 

It is strange, is it not, that the man whom Christ said was the greatest born of women, should say, "I am not Elijah; I am not that Prophet; I am but a voice crying"? It is still true that the great are not self-centered, boastful men. They are not the men who seek great things for themselves. 

John said "He must increase, but I must decrease." Here again he proved his true humility, because he spoke without bewailing his own lot. 

5. John was great in his fidelity to the faith. He never wavered when the truth cut to the heart. He preached what God laid upon him, without fear or seeking for favor. He was thoroughly sincere. He demanded of the people that they bring forth fruit worthy of repentance. 

He told Herod of his sins, but never courted his plaudits. There was something about John so genuine, so true, so faithful to the last, that we all admire him both as preacher and as man. 

6. John, in prison, perhaps, at the first, wavered somewhat. Why should Christ be doing so many wonders, while he, John, languished in prison? He sent some of his followers to inquire of Him if He was indeed the One who should come, or, "do we look for another?" The Lord sent back: "Go and shew John again those things which ye do hear and see: The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the Gospel preached to them. And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in Me." 

From that hour John no doubt was satisfied, and waited the hour of his deliverance. 

I. SIN, AND A TROUBLED CONSCIENCE (Mark 6:14-16 ) 
1. The mighty works of Christ. The things which Christ wrought were not done in a corner. The whole country knew of His miracles and of His teachings. His power was discussed in the Sanhedrin by priests, and scribes and Pharisees. He was also discussed in the palace of Herod, and among the Roman authorities. 

2. What men said of Him. Some said He was Elias; others said He was a Prophet, or one of the Prophets. We are reminded of the time when Christ said to His disciples, "Whom do men say that I the Son of Man am?" They well knew the public chatter, and they replied, "Some say that Thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the Prophets." Such words did not satisfy the Lord, and He said, "But whom say ye that I am?" Quickly Simon Peter said, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God." 

3. What Herod said of Him. The discussions reached the ears of Herod. He was sure that Christ was John the Baptist, whom he had beheaded. Herod even went so far as to say that John had risen from the dead, therefore mighty works do show forth themselves in him. 

Do you wonder that Herod said these things? He said them in all seriousness, and in all inner fear. He felt that his sins were finding him out. 

It is said that Louis XIV, the slaughterer of the Huguenots, when on his deathbed, cried out: "I see the bodies of the Huguenots! They drip with blood! Would that I had spared at least the infants on their mother's breasts!" 

Herod he must have lived and died with the sight of John's head, which Salome displayed at the feast, ever before him. 

II. DOING EVIL UNDER CONSTRAINT (Mark 6:17 ) 
The Scripture looks behind all actions and discovers the cause for them. Here is the way this Scripture reads: "For Herod himself had sent forth and laid hold upon John, and bound him in prison for Herodias' sake, his brother Philip's wife: for he had married her." 

1. John had reproved Herod for marrying his brother Philip's wife. For this, Herodias was furious. To be sure John was right, but that bore no weight with Herodias. Herod was the supposed head of his family, but that made no difference to Herodias. Herod, as king, was supposed to be a leader in law enforcement; and the fact that he had broken the law he was imposed to enforce, made no difference to Herodias. She was intent on the undoing of John. 

John was the greatest of those born of women, but that mattered nothing to Herodias. John was the heralder of truth and righteousness, but that made no difference unto Herodias. John was a man sent from God, but Herodias did not care who sent him, nor why he was sent. John had done Herod a world of good, but that only angered Herodias the more. 

2. Herod had yielded to his sense of unjustice and had imprisoned John. He knew that John was right, and he was wrong; yet he imprisoned John. He knew that John was worthy of all respect and protection, and that his words were worthy of obedience; yet he imprisoned John. He did the wrong knowing that it was wrong; he shut his eyes and stopped his ears to every appear of his own heart, and doggedly imprisoned John. 

3. Herod yielded for Herodias' sake. He was influenced from without himself, and he knew it; yet he bowed the head. He knew his own mind, yet he yielded to the mind of Herodias. He was a puppet of another's will. He was king, but a king without force of character to do the right. He was ruler, yet was ruled. 

Before we condemn him, however, let us be sure that we are not doing wrong because we are begged. Many a man knows he should receive Christ, and yet He crucifies Him, for fear of others. 

III. A QUARREL AGAINST A PREACHER (Mark 6:19 ) 
1. If any man live godly he shall suffer. The fact that Herodias had a quarrel against John did not mean that John was wrong. We have a deep feeling that to be popular with the wicked does not speak well of a saint, or of a minister. 

Some would have all the preachers preach a smooth, ineffective message. To the contrary, God tells us to reprove, exhort, with all long-suffering and doctrine. Certainly we should not be vindictive or impatient in reproof of sin, but we should be plain and positive. 

2. The venom of an unregenerate heart. She "would have killed him; but she could not." This is the story of the ages. Ever since Cain rose up and slew his brother, there has been the spilling of the blood of men and women who stand true to God. 

"The world hateth you," was the word of the Master. How can we, then, expect anything less than that? For Christ also said, "Me it hateth." 

If Satan goeth about seeking whom he may devour, will not Satan-energized men do the same? If it had not been for two things, the day of persecution would not be passed, even in America. Here are the two things: 

(1) The devil has learned that the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church. History has proved that where one martyr dies, two stalwart converts to Christ seem to arise. 

(2) The saints of this age have been inveigled into a namby-pamby, milk and water way of preaching, that calms the storms of disapproval. 

Nevertheless we still have many Johns, and we still have many Herodiases. 

IV. ALMOST CANNOT AVAIL (Mark 6:20 ) 
1. Herod was near the door, and the door stood wide. There is no doubt of this: Here are the things stated concerning John: 

1. Herod feared John. 

2. Herod observed John. 

3. Herod heard John gladly. 

4. Herod did many things. 

Look over the four things above, and examine them deeply. Was Herod not one of the many who have been almost saved, and lost? Was Herod not near the door? Was the door not open wide? God was willing and ready, and Herod came near the door. Alas, that men should know the way of life, and then, having known it, turn away from it. 

2. We wonder why Herod turned back from the truth. For our part we are sure that John saw perfectly well the "why." Here it is: "It is not lawful for thee to have thy brother's wife." That was it. Both Herod and Herodias knew John was right: that made it hurt them the more. 

Herod did many things; he was willing to straighten out along some lines. There was one thing that he would not do. He would not give up Herodias. 

Is this not often the case? Christ died to save us from our sins. If we are not willing to give them up, He cannot save us. Giving up sins and not accepting Christ does not, cannot, save. Neither can a faith that does not leave sin at the Cross save us. 

Stop and consider, O lost soul. Perhaps there is something some cherished sin which stands between you and God. If so, forsake it now and take Christ as your Saviour from sin. 

V. THE BIG FEAST (Mark 6:21-22 ) 
1. The danger of wild and luxurious parties. 

We have never attended a big social affair. We have been guests at hotels where we were forced to be under the same roof where pleasures ran riot. The dancing and feasting were on different floors from ours. However, late in the night, with the lights out in the parlors, the rooms were swarming with dissolute youths of both sexes, drunken, debauched, noisily reveling in even deeper sins. 

In such a concourse, Herod found himself celebrating his birthday. He himself was the center of attraction. Every eye was on the king. To what extent he had drunken we know not; we do know that he was, beyond doubt, intoxicated with the gayety and brilliance of the hour. 

Herodias' chance had come. The whole affair had been planned by the hand of a wicked, shrewd woman in order to wreak out her wrath on a holy man of God. 

The lords of the kingdom, with the chief captains and high estates were all there. 

2. The evil die is cast. At the appropriate moment, the climactic moment, Salome, being before instructed of her mother, came in. This was an unprecedented event. Who ever heard of the king's daughter, even though a foster daughter, dancing the light fantastic before so many lustful eyes? The effect was just what Herodias anticipated. The lords and the ladies, the chief captains, and the high estates broke loose with tumultuous applause. 

Salome swiftly made her way to the king's presence, and with curtsy paused before his august presence. Herod must do something, and something big. Were not all eyes now centered on him and his next move? Graciously he sold himself out, and staked half his kingdom as his response to such a popular idol as his own foster daughter. 

Here are his words: "Ask of me whatsoever thou wilt, and I will give it thee. * * Whatsoever thou shalt ask of me, I will give it thee, unto the half of my kingdom." 

And hers were, "The head of John the Baptist." 

VI. A GRUESOME SIGHT (Mark 6:24-28 ) 
1. The wavering daughter. Wicked as she was; instructed by her mother as she had been; even Salome could not at once muster up her courage. The sin seemed so great, the justice of it all, so warped, the details of her request so revolting, that Salome hesitated long enough to dance forth to her mother. The woman was ready for her daughter's hesitancy, and pressed her on. Thus, straightway she hurried back to the king. The eyes of all were centered upon her: every nerve was taut, as Salome said her fatal word: "I will that thou give me by and by in a charger the head of John the Baptist." 

2. Herod saw himself entrapped. He paled, perhaps, for a moment; and then for his oath's sake, and for the sake of them who sat with him at the feast, he sent for his executioner and commanded that John's head should be brought. 

We do not care to even attempt a description of that awful sight. We do want to show what sin will do. Satan is an adept at laying snares. The beheading of John had only its climax at the birthday feast of King Herod. The foundation of such a deed was laid in Herod's first refusal to go all the way with God. 

The boy, the youth, slowly drifting into the ways of pleasure and of sin, surely will not go too far. He cannot become the murderer at the bar at least none of his friends so think. 

Yet, step by step, on and on he goes, until all is gone, and he is a derelict lost on the shores of sinful lusts. Even so it was with Herod. 

VII. THE BURIAL OF THE GREATEST MAN BORN OF WOMAN (Mark 6:29 ) 
1. John the Baptist's funeral failed to attract the men of high estate. To those who had been at Herod's feast, the death of John meant nothing worthy of note. No action was taken against the king for his ferocious act. No one thought of impeaching him. 

Oh, the injustices of the world of sin against the saints of God! Here in India we see it. A poor man who had been struck down, and was bleeding, came two days past to our door. He had been attacked in the night for his harvest of grain. In the darkness, as he lay, he saw the approaching figure, the shadow of one coming to steal. However, or ever he was aware, the blow was struck and he lay unconscious while the robber took his goods. 

He was a Christian and naturally came to our compound. We took him to the hospital. The police were informed. The head police told him, "We can do nothing. You have no proof." No effort on their part was made to locate his assailant. He, like many a Christian in India, and many another "low caste," or, "unapproachable," as they are called, is left unpitied and unaided to battle on. 

Even so God's great man died, as afterward died his Lord died as one despised, forsaken, forlorn. 

2. The disciples of John took his body and buried it. They stood by the side of the bier of a true, brave man who knew God and preached a glorious Gospel. It was an hour of sadness, no doubt; however, they did not weep as those who have no hope. 

John the Baptist was not dead. He passed the bounds of mortal life only to live the more. The forerunner of Christ had done his duty well; he had served his day. God allowed his martyrdom only to increase His eternal glory. 

A glorious hour awaits the time when John shall reign with Christ in His Kingdom. Beloved, let us serve on, even to death, if need be. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
"Bernard Palissy lived in the latter part of the 15th century, and in his experiments to recover the lost art of porcelain enamel he and his family were reduced to the greatest distress. He was convinced, although the world laughed at his efforts, that he had found the right quantities at last of a combination, and wanted only a piece of gold to mix with the other ingredients. Gold, however, he had none, and could procure none. It was at this moment that his wife came forward and by a beautiful act of love and loyalty showed that she believed in him. Taking off her wedding ring, we see her drop it into the crucible. This act of faith, it is good to know, was not in vain. The gold which the ring possessed was all that was needed to reach a perfect success. There are many women like Madame Palissy in the world, and they are its true aristocracy." B. 

The illustration can also be used to show how the gold of sacrifice is that which is needed to perfect life. Christ asks us to sacrifice if need be our very lives for Him, as did John the Baptist. 

Verses 14-31
Herod, or, Almost But Lost 
Mark 6:14-31 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
The record of Herod shall ever remain as a warning to those who are almost saved. Let us suggest a few others who came close to the door of entrance unto eternal life, and yet were lost. 

1. There was Felix as described in Acts 24:24-27 . 
(1) Felix sent for Paul and heard him concerning the faith in Christ. Observe, then, that Felix had a notable preacher to unfold to him the Gospel. Paul led his thousands to Christ. He turned the world of his day upside down with his evangelistic message. 

Great preachers, however, cannot suffice to save men. Many of the godless of today have had noble ministers of the Word, They have heard enough Gospel to save a thousand sinners, yea, all sinners who believed; yet they went away still in their sins. 

Observe also that Paul had a great text he preached on the faith in Christ. Nothing more than faith, and nothing less than faith. He preached of the righteousness which is by faith, the self-control which is by faith, and the judgment which is upon them that reject the faith. 

Nevertheless Felix turned away unsaved. 

(2) Felix trembled. When a sinner trembles under the conviction of his evil ways, he is not far from being saved. Trembling, however, is not enough. One may be ever so deeply stirred by the depth of his sin, and ever so deeply burdened and yet be lost. 

(3) Felix said, "Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee." In other words Felix said: "Not now by and by." Truly this man was almost saved. 

2. There was Agrippa as described in. Acts 26:27-32 . This man plainly acknowledged that, with a little more persuasion, Paul might have made him a Christian. Agrip-pa may have spoken with more or less of sarcasm and yet he was, beyond doubt, strangely stirred by Paul's message of life. 

The Apostle Paul took it that way, for he said, "I would to God, that not only thou, but also all that hear me this day, were both almost and altogether such as I am, except these bonds." 

3. There were the ten cleansed of leprosy, of whom only one returned to give thanks unto God. You may not agree with me, but my thought is that only the one who returned was truly saved; the nine were satisfied with a physical healing, and cared not to follow Jesus in the way. 

4. Last, there was Herod. He, too, was almost saved. Mark the words of Mark 6:20 of our study. Here are its positive statements: 

1. Herod heard John. 

2. Herod heard John gladly. 

3. Herod feared John. 

4. Herod knew that he was a just man and holy. 

5. Herod observed John. 

6. Herod did many things. 

Remember, all these things are good, but anything short of receiving Christ as personal Saviour and believing on His Name is not salvation. Near salvation is not being saved. 

"'Almost persuaded,' now to believe; 

'Almost persuaded,' Christ to receive; 

"'Almost' cannot avail, 

'Almost' is but to fail, 

Sad, sad that bitter wail, 

'Almost' but lost." 

I. JOHN THE BAPTIST'S STRONG CHALLENGE (Mark 6:18 ) 
1. Hear John's challenge to the Pharisees (Matthew 3:7 ). He said unto them, "O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from the wrath to come?" John the Baptist knew the hearts of these men who posed as Israel's spiritual leaders. He knew that they acknowledged no need of fleeing from the wrath to come, for they thought themselves the acme of sainthood. 

John was plain and positive in his challenge to them. Of one thing we are certain John never compromised the message which God gave to him, and he never lowered the standard of discipleship. 

2. Hear John's challenge to the multitude (Luke 3:7-9 ). To the multitudes John said: "Bring forth therefore fruits worthy of repentance, and begin not to say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father." Then John added, "And now also the ax is laid unto the root of the trees: every tree therefore which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire." Would that churches of today would be as faithful to God and the truth in accepting members into their fellowship. 

3. Hear John's challenge to the soldiers (Luke 3:14 ). To these men who fought the battles of the State, John said, "Do violence to no man, neither accuse any falsely; and be content with your wages." 

Thus it did not matter to whom John spoke he held high the standard of God, and made it mean something to follow the Lord. 

4. Hear John's challenge to Herod (Luke 3:19-20 ). To Herod the tetrarch, John gave the same vital challenge to purity and fidelity to God and man. John reproved Herod for Herodias, his brother Philip's wife, and for all the evils which Herod had done. 

Some one may say, Why be so hard on so great a man? We reply, Why make it easy for one man more than for another? With God there is no respect of persons. All stand or fall alike in His presence. 

II. THE PART OF A WOMAN IN HEROD'S FATEFUL DECISION AGAINST CHRIST (Mark 6:19 ) 
1. The quarrel of Herodias. "Therefore Herodias had a quarrel against him, and would have killed him; but she could not." Herodias had stiffened her neck and hardened her heart in her sin. She was determined to have her own way, at all costs. 

2. The strategy of Herodias. A wicked woman will bide her time. Vengeance was in her heart, and what she could not do at once by sheer force, she would do by strategy and underhanded scheming. God had evidently given her up to the folly of her own sinful self. 

When the ungodly sin against light, and press on to do evil, the Lord will send upon them strong delusions that they may believe a lie and be damned. They move on their way like a mute beast doomed to slaughter. 

3. The dancing of Salome. This was the plan of Herodias. She would give a birthday party for Herod. She would congregate the highest estates of the land at her party. She would do the unusual and never-heard-of thing, and send forth her own daughter to dance before the assembled guests. She would make Herod dizzy with pride and glory; and then, when he, according to the custom of kings, should present in a royal way his pledge, "I will give it thee, unto the half of my kingdom," she would ask the head of John the Baptist in a charger. It all worked out as she had planned. 

III. THE WEAKNESS OF A GREAT CHARACTER (Mark 6:26 ) 
1. No chain is stronger than its weakest link. Herod was, indeed, very near to receiving Christ in those days when he heard John, and heard him gladly, and did many things, and observed John. He was almost, but not altogether, persuaded. He came near, but did not enter in. 

Is Herodias to be blamed altogether for Herod's placing John in prison? Is she alone to be blamed for Herod's order for John's beheading? She certainly was a party to it all. However, Herod himself was to blame for all that Herod did. He lacked that decisiveness of character which takes a stand against every wind that blows. He was too easily moved by others. 

Yes, he did many things; but what were all his good things worth, when in the one vital thing he was a vacillating coward, and a worker of evil? 

2. Are there others who have sold out to the devil? Let us not, nevertheless, be too harsh in our judgment of Herod. Many besides Herod have sold out to the devil. The truth is that thousands are fast nearing "eternal damnation" for the simple reason that there was one dominant sin in their lives that they would not give up. 

An old gentleman told us that his prayers seemed to strike a stone wall. God would not hear him, nor answer his cry. At once we knew that there was some sin in his heart and life which he was unwilling to yield. 

With Herod the sin was a woman; with you it may be something else. You say, "I want to be a Christian, but I cannot." The fact is you are unwilling to turn from some sin that grips you like a vise. 

God says, "Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lord." It is then that the Lord will have mercy on him. Christ came to save us from our sins, not in or into them. When we come to the Cross, like "Christian" in The Pilgrim's Progress, we must leave our sins at its foot, and follow Jesus. 

IV. A MARTYR TO THE WHIMS OF A WOMAN AND THE LUSTS OF A MAN (Mark 6:26-28 ) 
1. Should we keep an evil promise? There are some that would say that Herod, without knowing what would happen, promised Salome anything she wanted to the half of his kingdom, therefore had to keep his word. Thus you may argue, but you are wrong. 

Herod should at once have faced the subtlety of Herodias and Salome with a positive, "Nay!" He should have faced the audience and said, "I have been tricked. I am unwilling to sacrifice the head of John the Baptist upon the intrigue and underhanded strategy of my wife." 

2. Should we yield to the pressure of a crowd? It was for the sake of the ones at the feast that Herod kept an evil oath. Let us never do anything because of the crowd. 

3. The head in a charger. We would not try to picture the gruesome scene. It is too filled with horror and shame. Think only of a great preacher and fearless defender of the truth, a martyr to the whims of an evil woman and a vacillating man. 

There is a God in Heaven who will bring all such to judgment. He will avenge His elect on the one hand, and punish the wicked on the other. 

There is a great contrast between Herod and John. Herod yielded his convictions and honor at the behest of a woman; John stood fearlessly for the right, and died rather than recant. Thank the Lord for men and for women who, with their blood, have been happy to pay the price of their devotion to truth, and to their Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

V. AN AWAKENED CONSCIENCE (Mark 6:14-16 ) 
1. "Be sure your sin will find you out." Did Herod get off easy in this life? We might, perhaps, have thought so, if it were not for the statement in Mark 6:14-16 . 

Jesus Christ was working many mighty miracles. His words, too, were giving Him great fame. His words and deeds were the talk of the land. Some said that Elijah had come; some said that it was some prophet. In Herod's mansion the matter was discussed. Herod said, without hesitancy, that John the Baptist was risen from the dead. His court tried to dissuade him, saying the miracle worker was another; but Herod was firm; he said, "It is John, whom I beheaded: he is risen from the dead." He knew he had slain innocent blood. 

Yes, sin always finds us out. One may try to cover it, but one cannot. 

2. "Son, remember." Our minds go to the rich man who died, and in hell lifted up his eyes being in torments. When he appealed to Abraham, across the great gulf, Abraham pronounced those vibrant words, that have rung down through the ages: "Son, remember." To a man, in the old days of Southern history, who had in a fit of anger slain his son, the judge said, "Your sentence is the memory of your deed." Whether his sentence was sufficient, you may decide. However, his conscience never had a moment's rest. He never forgot that last cry of his dying lad. 

The only hope of relief is a present coming to the Blood of Christ which takes away our sin, and washes us and makes us whiter than snow. 

VI. ASKING THE WICKED FOR GUIDANCE (Mark 6:24 ) 
There is a remarkable statement in this Mark 6:24 . It reads: "And she went forth, and said unto her mother, What shall I ask? and she said, The head of John the Baptist." 

1. Let us observe the evil effect of a wicked mother. The mother works the weal or the woe of her children. If the mother is evil, how difficult it is for the children to be good. 

It is for this reason that someone said, We should begin to train a child with its parents and grandparents, just so. 

Here is a mother whose highest ambition is for her son or daughter to shine in a godless and world-centered society. She leads the way, the child follows on. God pity such a child in such a home. 

2. Let us ask, Should anyone go to an evil person for advice in moral or spiritual crises? Certainly not. Can the unjust guide the pathway of the just? Can the sinner tell the saint how to act and how to choose? Can a Christian who is carnal, safely guide a Christian who desires to be spiritual? 

We might go a bit deeper in this discussion. Can deacons who are worldly themselves, fitly lead a church of God in the ways of righteousness? Can a Sunday School teacher who dances and plays cards or smokes cigarettes, properly teach young boys or girls in the ways of the Lord? 

We may even go deeper still. What about a preacher who loves the world, and bows to the worldly whims of his church leaders can such a man stand in the pulpit and tell the lost the way to life, or the saved the way to holiness? 

3. Let us note how a girl followed her mother and became a joint murderer with her. What Salome a murderer! Certainly she was a murderer, and a murderer of the greatest man who had been born of woman. She gave the word that cut off his head. In that great assize shall she be guiltless? 

Salome, her mother, and Herod shall stand forever with the blood of John the Baptist on their hands. 

VII. TELLING THE LORD JESUS ALL ABOUT IT (Mark 6:30-31 ) 
1. The disciples came and told Jesus. That was just what they should have done. He is the One to whom we may take, and to whom we should take, our every care. "Casting all your care upon Him; for He careth for you." 

Let us practice telling Him all. Let the children at school, who are saved, early learn to go to the Lord Jesus with every problem. Tell it all to Him. 

It is far best to go and ask the Saviour to help you, and to guide you, than to ask some Herodias her will. 

Let the middle-aged, facing the issues of life and of business, take it all to the feet of the Master. Tell Him your home problems, your social problems, your business problems tell Him everything. 

Let the aged, as they near the sun-setting of life, go to the One who says, "E'en down to old age will I carry you." Let them bring their burdens, fears, their loneliness, and their heart longings all to Him. 

2. Jesus took them apart into a desert place, to rest awhile. He took them away from the crowds that thronged the streets, apart from contact with men, and hid them away in the desert with Himself. 

When we are away from the commotion of the city, and out in the deserts, God has some chance of getting into our lives. 

It was in the wilderness that God spoke to Israel. 

It was in the wilderness that God spoke to Paul, and revealed Himself to Paul in the revelation concerning the Church. 

It was in the wilderness, at the backside of the desert, God spoke first of all to Moses, as he turned aside to see the burning bush. 

It was in the wilderness, as David fed the sheep that God first came to him with visions of God. 

It was in the wilderness, shut up to God, that God appeared unto Jacob as he lay with his head pillowed on a stone. 

Yet, not shut in alone, 

The Lord is with you there, 

He shows to you His face, 

And carries all your care. 

Shut in your lonely place, 

His glories you explore, 

You roam in realms of grace 

With Him, whom you adore. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Herod's memory quickened his conscience and filled his heart with fear. 

Man looks before and after, and has the terrible gift that by anticipation and memory he can prolong * * sadness. The proportion of solid matter needed to color the Irwell is very little in comparison with the whole of the stream. But the current carries it, and half an ounce will stain miles of the turbid stream. Memory and anticipation beat the metal thin, and make it cover an enormous space. And the misery is that, somehow, we have better memories for sad hours than for joyful ones; and it is easier to get accustomed to "blessings," as we call them, and to lose the poignancy of their sweetness because they become familiar, than it is to apply the same process to our sorrows, and thus to take the edge off them. The rose's prickles are left in the flesh longer than its fragrance lives in the nostrils, or its hue in the eye.* * So it comes to be a piece of very homely, well-worn, and yet always needful, practical counsel to try not to magnify and prolong grief, nor to minimize and abbreviate gladness. We can make our lives, to our own thinking, very much what we will. We cannot directly regulate our emotions, but we can regulate them, because it is in our own power to determine which aspect of our life we shall by preference contemplate. Alexander Maclaren. 

07 Chapter 7 

08 Chapter 8 

09 Chapter 9 

10 Chapter 10 

11 Chapter 11 

12 Chapter 12 

13 Chapter 13 

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 29-72
Peter's Wanderings 
Mark 14:29-72 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
Peter will ever be recognized as one of the outstanding disciples of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. This does not mean, however, that Peter knew no frailties of the flesh. 

We like to group the various disciples and followers of Christ into six divisions. 

1. There were the five hundred to whom Jesus appeared at one time. This is the largest number mentioned as followers of Christ prior to Pentecost. We would call these the saved. There is no special mark to distinguish them either in character or deed. However, their names were written in the Lamb's Book of Life, and they were counted as brethren of the Lord. 

2. There were the seventy. These are they whom the Lord sent out two by two. They were among the saved but they were more than the saved, they were servants. They moved under a special command from the Lord fulfilling a definite ministry. 

3. There were the twelve. These were closer to the Lord than the seventy, even as the seventy were closer than the five hundred. We might call them the group of special privileges. They accompanied the Lord whithersoever He went. They heard His teachings, saw His miracles, and served Him as companions. 

4. There were the three, Peter, James and John. We might call this group the inner circle. The Lord picked them out on several occasions from among the twelve and took them with Him. Notable among these examples are these: He took them into the death room in the home of Jairus. Afterward He took them with Him in the Mount of Transfiguration. Following that, He carried them into the inner reaches of Gethsemane, where He prayed in agony. 

5. Even closer than the three, there was John, the beloved, who leaned upon Jesus' breast. 

6. Even closer than John, there was, perhaps, Mary of Bethany, whose devotion to her Lord is most marked. It was she who anointed Him ahead of time unto His burial. 

Peter, therefore, while perhaps not the closest in his fellowship to the Lord could certainly be counted among the three who were closest. This fact, however, does not lessen the other fact that the Apostle was carnal in many respects. 

(1) One of the first marks of his carnality is discovered in Luke 9:33 where we read of how Peter said unto the Master, "Let us make three tabernacles; one for Thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias: not knowing what he said." 

(2) Following this comes the second mark in Matthew 14:30 . There we read: "And when he (Peter) saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, he cried, saying, Lord save me." 

(3) Outstanding, however, among the marks of Peter's weaknesses is the one recorded in Matthew 16:22 , Matthew 16:23 . Jesus had told the disciples how He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed. Then it was that Peter took Him and began to rebuke Him, saying, "Be it far from Thee Lord: this shall not be unto Thee." 

No sooner were the words out of Peter's mouth than Jesus said unto him, "Get thee behind Me, Satan: thou art an offence unto Me: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but those that be of men." 

It was following this scene that Peter's real wanderings, which climaxed in his broken heart and bitter weeping, occurred. We have felt that it was at this point that Peter's backsliding began. That he loved God, we do not doubt. That he expressed the most wonderful faith in Christ, we know. 

All of this shows how the most faithful and ardent followers of Christ must watch their step. 

I. PETER'S FIRST OFFENSE (Mark 14:29 ) 
1. The Lord's definite statement. In Mark 14:27 we read: "And Jesus said unto them, All ye shall be offended, because of Me this night: for it is written, I will smite the Shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered." 

The Lord Jesus knew all things, and He knew that not one of the twelve would remain faithful during the time of His greatest sorrow. He knew it because He knew men, and knew what was in them. He knew it because He knew that while the Spirit was willing, the flesh was weak. He knew it because He knew the terrific onslaught of the tempter, and how it would make the disciples afraid. 

2. The Lord's statement was the Lord's warning. He told them what they would do, in order that they might seek God's aid and help to remain true. Not only did He tell them that they would offend and forsake Him, but He definitely told them of their return. Mark 14:28 reads: "But after that I am risen, I will go before you into Galilee." Thus Christ prophesied two things, their wanderings and their return; their scattering from Him, and their following after Him into Galilee. 

3. Peter's rebuff. Peter said: "Although all shall be offended, yet will not I." 

(1) In this Peter first of all set himself up against both the Lord and the Prophets. The Lord said: "All ye shall be offended." He said: "Not I." The Prophets said: "The sheep shall be scattered." Peter said: Yet will not I." 

Let us beware how we discount the Words spoken by the lips of the Lord, and by the pens of the Prophets. God's Word is forever settled in Heaven. 

(2) In this Peter in his self-confidence set himself above the eleven. Christ said, "All," the Prophets said, the same thing as "all." Peter said, "Although all * * yet will not I." It is written, "Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall." Thus it was that a boastful self-confidence, was the first step in Peter's wanderings. 

II. PETER'S SECOND DOWNWARD STEP (Mark 14:37-38 ) 
1. The Garden watch. After the Supper was ended, after Peter's boast had been made, the Lord Jesus went out with the disciples into Gethsemane. There He said to the twelve, "Sit ye here, while I shall pray." Motioning, however to Peter, James, and John, He took them with Him. The Lord was sore amazed and very heavy, as He saw the hour of His travail sweeping fast upon Him. Turning to the three disciples He said, "My soul is exceeding sorrowful unto death: tarry ye here, and watch." 

Then, He went forward a stone's throw, and fell on the ground and prayed. 

2. The sleeping disciples. While Jesus prayed the disciples slept. How great must have been this added sorrow. In Mark 14:37 we read: "And He cometh, and findeth them sleeping." He did not awaken, James, nor disturb John. They had made no rash promises. However, the Lord did say unto Peter: "Simon, sleepest thou? couldest thou not watch one hour?" He who had been so persistent in asserting his unwavering fidelity, had fallen asleep the very first hour. He who had said: "Although all * * yet not I," slept with the other two. 

Thus we see how Peter was rushing a downward path. 

3. The warning of the Saviour. As Christ found them sleeping He said: "Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation. The spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is weak." How considerate was our Lord toward His disciples. He did not scold nor berate them. He did tenderly warn them against the tempter. He rather excused their sleeping, acknowledging that in their spirit they meant to watch and to pray, but that in their flesh they were weak. 

For our part we want to weigh well these warning words. When Christ said, "Watch ye and pray, lest ye enter into temptation," He just the same as said, If ye do not watch and pray, ye will yield to the tempter. This is doubly emphasized in the expression, "The Spirit truly is ready, but the flesh is weak." There is no man who can meet the tempter in the energy of his flesh because the flesh is weak. The only way is to watch and to pray; and thus, to walk in the Spirit. 

III. PETER'S THIRD DEFECTION (Mark 14:47-48 ) 
1. Approaching circumstances. When the Lord returned to the three disciples after His second hour of agony and prayer, He found them asleep again for their eyes were heavy. Neither wist they what to answer Him. "When He came to them the third time and found them still sleeping and said: "Sleep on now, and take your rest: it is enough, the hour is come; behold, the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners." 

As they rose up to meet the approaching mob, Judas one of the twelve gave Christ the kiss of betrayal. Then the multitude laid their hands on Jesus and took Him. 

2. Peter's rashness. Our key verse says: "And one of them that stood by drew a sword, and smote a servant of the high priest, and cut off his ear." 

Another Gospel tells us that Peter was the one who did the smiting, and that Malchus was the servant who was smitten. 

(1) We like to think of this scene as Peter's carnal effort to re-establish himself in the eyes of his Master. He had failed to watch and he had failed to pray. Now, he was determined to make up in doing, what he lacked in praying. 

How many there are who fail in the spiritualities, and then by some carnal effort they try to patch up their wrong. Let the Christian know that carnal activities, can never mend spiritual lethargy. 

(2) We are forced to think that much of carnal service is no more effective than cutting off ears. What we do in the flesh cannot please God. Our greatest service is altogether unacceptable if it is a carnal service. Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels; though I give all my goods to feed the poor; though I give my body to be burned, and have not love, I am accomplishing nothing that is acceptable unto God. 

3. Christ's undoing of a well meant but misdirected service. Our Lord stooped down, picked up the ear, put it back on Malchus, and then told Peter to put up his sword. God grant that our service may not make necessary a similar miraculous intervention. 

IV. PETER'S FOURTH DIGRESSION (Mark 14:54 ) 
1. The forsaken Christ. As the multitude approached the Lord Jesus said unto them: "Are ye come out, as against a thief, with swords and with staves to take Me? I was daily with you in the Temple teaching, and ye took me not: but the Scriptures must be fulfilled." It was after the above words that we read: "And they all forsook Him, and fled." 

How many there are who are willing to follow the Lord in His popularity and in the day of His power, who forsake Him in the hour of His persecution. Of such we would write, "Ye did run well; who did hinder you?" 

Such disciples are like unto the seed which was sown In the stony places, which had not root in itself, but dured for a while: and then when tribulation and persecution came because of the Word, by and by was offended. 

2. The sulking disciple. As they forsook and fled, Peter, perhaps, remembered his words so boastfully spoken, "Although all shall be offended, yet will not I." At least Peter followed afar off. His place, beyond any doubt, was at his Master's side. The Master, however, had rebuked Peter, and told him to put up his sword. In turn, Peter must have gone up the miff tree with feelings wounded, with spirit sulking. Therefore, with a heart sore, he followed afar off. 

Some saints who love the Lord seem almost anxious to have their feelings hurt. They leave them hanging out purposefully hoping that some one will step upon them. 

V. PETER'S FIFTH DEPARTURE (Mark 14:54 ; Mark 14:66 ) 
Mark 14:54 tells us: "And he sat with the servants, and warmed himself at the fire." Mark 14:66 says: "As Peter was beneath in the palace." Mark 14:67 says: "When she saw Peter warming himself." 

1. Peter's restlessness. In the study of the four Gospels we find that Peter was now here and now there. Beyond doubt he was uncomfortable in his spirit, and unhappy in his heart. He knew that he was wrong and yet he was trying to force himself to believe that he was right. Self- justification is very simple. Where is he who is not ready to condemn another while, at the same time, he shields himself? 

Sin is heinous wherever you find it, but sin is more than evil when the sinner excuses his sins. 

2. Peter sitting with the servants. The 1st Psalm says: "Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful." We might write it thus: "Unhappy, miserable, is the man who sits with the servants of Satan." 

How many there are today who seem more satisfied with the fellowship of the ungodly than with the fellowship of their Lord. 

3. Peter warmed himself at the fire. Permit us to play upon words a little bit. There are many fires at which saints may warm themselves. I do not mean fires Divinely kindled, but fires kindled by the evil one. The devil has his fires. May we suggest that the theaters, the movies, the card tables, the dance halls are all fires of the enemy. 

Shall we who are called out of the world, live in the world and love the world? Do we think that we must go down into the pleasures of sin to satisfy our desire for pleasure? Did God say in vain, "In Thy presence is fullness of joy; and at Thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore"? Is not the fruit of the Spirit joy, and peace, and happiness? 

Remember that the Saviour bequeathed unto us His joy, when He said: "That My joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full." 

VI. PETER'S SIXTH STUMBLING (Mark 14:66-72 ) 
1. The nagging of the enemy. As Peter stood warming himself at the fire thrice he was taunted by maids. The enemy is always ready to profit by a sore spot in a believer's character. If there is an ember of discontent or chagrin, the devil will certainly seek to fan it into a flame. One of the hardest things for a nervous, impetuous, high-strung Christian to bear is nagging. Thus it was as the rebellious Peter pouting against his Lord, stood in the midst of the enemy, one maid and another rubbed it in on him. The first perhaps saw that it angered Peter, so a second one tried her hand. 

2. Peter's denial. First of all Peter said, "I know not, neither understand I what thou sayest." Again, a maid said: "This is one of them," and Peter denied again. A little after they that stood by said, "Surely thou art one of them: for thou art a Galilaean, and thy speech agreeth thereto." This was too much. Peter lost all control, and he began to curse and to swear, saying, "I know not this Man of whom ye speak." Peter reminds us of a boiler heated to over tension, until the safety valve lets forth the steam. 

3. The accusing cock crow. As Peter raised his voice the third time in denial, he heard the cock utter its second crow. Then he remembered how, at the time of his boasting, when he had said, "Although all shall be offended, yet will not I," that Jesus had said unto him, "Verily I say unto thee, That this day, even in this night, before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny Me thrice." 

Thus it was that the telltale cock brought Peter back to his senses, and he went out thinking thereupon. As he went he wept, and wept bitterly. Thus it was that in the moment of Peter's greatest sin came his greatest sorrow. All of this tells us unmistakably that while he failed in conduct he never wavered in faith. 

VII. PETER'S SEVENTH MARK OF WEAKNESS (John 21:20-22 ) 
We carry you now to a post-resurrection scene. Peter had been privately seen after the resurrection by the Lord. Later on, before the eleven, Peter had made public his faith and love, and had been restored to his service for the Master. 

Then it was that the event we present occurred. 

1. The Lord's prophecy of Peter's death. Turning to the one who had denied Him with an oath, the Lord asserted his faithfulness even unto the death, when He said to Peter: "When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not. This spake He, signifying by what death [Peter] should glorify God." Then said He unto Peter, "Follow Me," and Peter did follow Him. 

2. Peter's query. After the Lord had spoken to Peter of his own death, Peter did not so much as suggest a plea for mercy and pity. He had, when Christ had told him His own death, said unto Jesus, "Spare thyself Lord." Peter wanted Christ to pity Himself, but now he did not consider his own life. He did, however, err in one thing. Turning to John, and addressing the Lord, he said, "What shall this man do?" Immediately Christ replied, "What is that to thee? follow thou Me." 

It is not for us to question the wisdom or the guiding hand of our Lord. It is for us to step forward to do or to die. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Few people have ever heard of a "sick" pearl, but it seems that even these beautiful gems pine and lose their color at times, and can be restored to health only by a prolonged visit to their ocean home. At the foot of a cliff under the windows of the Castle of Mirimar, formerly the residence of the Mexican emperor, Maximilian, at a depth of eighty feet below the surface of the Adriatic, is a kind of cage fashioned by divers in the face of the rock. In that cage are some of the most magnificent pearls in existence. They belong to the Archduchess Rainer. Having been left unworn for a long time, the gems lost their color and became "sick," and the experts were unanimous in declaring that the only means by which they could be restored to their original brilliancy was by submitting them to a prolonged immersion in the depths of the sea. They have been lying there for a number of years, and are gradually but very slowly regaining their former unrivaled oriency. 

Here is a hint for curing sick souls. Put them back into their native element of prayer and communion with Christ. H. 
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Verses 1-9
The Wanderer's Return 
Mark 16:1-9 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
The question of waxing lukewarm is one which is prominent before the minds of the churches. There are none, so far as we know, who believe it is impossible for a believer to wander away from God. There are many who realize to their sorrow that a large percentage of church members have wandered away. To say that all of these are saved would certainly be wrong. To say that none are saved would be just as erroneous. Christians may, and do wander. 

1. To wander from God is possible, but not necessary. The Lord Jesus Christ has made all provision for a victorious and overcoming Christian life. Temptations come to us from three viewpoints. They come from the flesh; they come from the world; they come from the devil. 

If we walk in the Spirit we are told that we will not fulfill the works of the flesh. We are also told that with the shield of faith we may quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. So far as the world is concerned, the Book tells us, "This is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith." 

In all things we may be more than conquerors in Christ Jesus. It was Charles H. Spurgeon who said something like this: "If Jesus Christ died to save us from the penalty of sin, and then left us as dupes to the power and dominion of sin, then His was a puerile salvation." 

God has told us in just so many words that "Sin shall not have dominion over you." Let the wanderer therefore cease to condone his wanderings. There are too many who excuse their sins. Some we fear are even proud of their evil ways. 

2. Wandering from God is not only possible, but it is probable. It is probable because people are trying to meet the issues of life in their own strength. It is probable because sin still holds a certain sway in the unyielded life. It is probable because the world is fascinating, beautifully draped and decked, and many believers have never left its portals behind them. They are doing what Pharaoh wanted Moses and the Children of Israel to do: to serve him in his land. Or they are doing another thing Pharaoh said: "Go not too far away." 

3. The heart of Jesus Christ toward the deserter. Here is a vital consideration. When a believer wanders from his Lord, does the Lord scratch his name off the Book of Life? Does He cast him off forever? Quite the contrary is true. 

In the Book of Ezekiel, the Lord distinctively teaches that He is against the shepherds of Israel because His sheep wandered away from the fold and were scattered upon the face of the earth and none did seek after them. 

In the case of Peter, we have a very striking message as to Christ's attitude toward one who, step by step, left Him and went away. "We trust that as the story of Peter's restoration is brought out, we will discover first of all the heart of the Lord Jesus Christ toward those who wander; and secondly, the methods of the Lord Jesus Christ in seeking to reclaim the stumbling, fallen brother. We think of Peter sometimes as a "model" deserter. If so, Christ is a model Restorer to those who fall away. There was not one moment from the time that Christ first rebuked Peter when He said, "Before the cock crow twice, thou shalt deny Me thrice," until Peter's restoration was fully adjusted, that the Lord did not yearn after His own. 

We must remember that the love of God is an everlasting love. When Jesus Christ first called Peter He said unto him, "Thou art Simon * * thou shalt be [a rock]." The Lord spoke knowing all about the day when Peter would curse and swear. Christ thus took Peter for better, not for worse. 

So does the Lord take every one of us. He says, "No man is able to pluck you out of My hand." Our Lord is able to save unto the "completion" those who come unto God by Him. That completed work of grace may demand much of chastisement, but God will bring His trusting children back again. 

I. I HAVE PRAYED FOR THEE (Luke 22:31-32 ) 
Before Peter wandered the Lord said unto him, "Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: but I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not." 

1. Peter's defection was foreseen by the Lord. It was for this cause that the Lord forewarned Peter. He let Peter know that Satan had been making request that he might prove him. The Lord has told us the same thing. It is written, "Your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour." 

There is not one of us who is not subject to the winds that blow, to the rains which fall, and to the floods which come. All of us are beset of the enemy of our souls. Paul wrote of Satan these words: "We are not ignorant of his devices." 

2. The Lord; told Peter that He had prayed for him. Here was Peter's security. Christ prays for us; He ever liveth to make intercession for us. In this statement of our Lord He puts Himself over against the wiles of the devil. He said unto Peter: "Satan hath," then He said, "I have." He did not tell Peter what to do. He said that He was doing it. What comfort in these words! Satan is stronger than we. We dare not go forth to meet him in our own strength, but the Lord will meet him for us; we can go forth and meet him in the Name of the Lord. 

3. Christ's objective in His prayer for Peter. Christ did not desire that Satan should not tempt Peter. He did, however, desire two things: (1) That Peter's faith might not fail. (2) That Peter, when converted, might strengthen his brethren. The Lord saw that Peter's sifting would prove beneficial. Peter needed just the sifting that God was permitting. 

Christ said that Satan would sift him as wheat. When wheat is sifted it is the chaff that is thrown away, not the wheat. This is seen, also, in the fact that the Lord said, "When thou are converted," that is, "When thou art changed," or "When thou are sifted and hast turned, strengthen then thy brethren," How could Peter have strengthened the saints unless he himself had been sifted and purified? 

II. THE LORD LOOKED ON PETER (Luke 22:61 ) 
It was just after Peter had cursed and sworn, saying that he knew not the man, that the Lord turned and looked on Peter. What we want to do is to consider the part which that look had in Peter's restoration. 

1. The look considered. Will each of us try to imagine the scene: Peter cursing, the Lord looking. Perhaps, it would be easier for us to paint the face of Peter when he cursed and swore, than to paint the eyes and countenance of Christ as He looked on Peter. 

Would you paint Christ's face with scorn upon His lips, and a frown upon His face? Do you think that the look of the Lord Jesus Christ was the look of condemnation, and criticism? Let us think of it from another viewpoint. 

Was the look of the Lord Jesus a look of love? of pathos, mingled with pity? Was the look the expression of Christ's tender compassion? 

2. Peter's reaction considered. Perhaps, the best way to discover the "look" which Christ gave to Peter, is to discover the response of Peter to that look. Did Peter resent what Christ had done? Certainly, if the Lord had looked upon Peter with reproach and with ironic condemnation Peter was just in the mood to resent it. Yet, Peter went out and wept bitterly. The look must have been one of love, for it is love that breaks the heart. Have we not been taught that we must overcome evil with good? Carping criticism never got us anywhere. Sarcastic looks never lifted a soul up into the light. 

The church needs to learn the message of Christ's look upon Peter. When the sheep has wandered, has slipped and broken its leg, the shepherd will not cuff it; he will tenderly rescue it and bind its wounds. The man on the Jericho road did not need to be criticized; he needed some one to pour in oil and wine, some one to bind up his wounds, some one to place him on a beast, some one to take him to an inn. 

III. TELL HIS DISCIPLES AND PETER (Mark 16:7 ) 
1. Peter's tears. Three sad and bitter days had passed upon Peter's head. After he had cursed, and the Lord had looked upon him, Christ went forth to Pilate's judgment hall, on to the whipping post, on to the hill of Calvary. 

It was on the Cross that Jesus died. At the foot of that Cross, and about it, there stood many acquaintances, and many friends of our Lord. Among them was John, the beloved disciple; Mary, the mother of Jesus; and Peter. 

2. Peter discomforted. Peter, still weeping, crestfallen, heartbroken, stood apart beholding the dying of the Lord. We remember how he said that he was an eye-witness of Christ's sufferings. 

From that Cross Christ spoke to the thief, saying, "To day shalt thou be with Me in paradise." From that Cross Christ said, John, "thy mother." "Woman, * * thy son." However, from that Cross there was not one word for Peter. When the last loud cry had come from the lips of the dying Saviour, and He had yielded up His spirit, Peter turned away without a word of consolation. 

Why was this? It was because the Lord knew that Peter must suffer for his unfaithfulness. It is an evil thing, and bitter, when we forsake the Lord, our God, and turn to our own way. Christ, in justice to Peter and Peter's future, could not too rapidly pass over his sins. 

3. Peter's joy. Three days followed with Peter dwelling in a total eclipse. To him those were days of self-condemnation and of deepest repentance. One of the most remarkable statements of the Bible is that which we now consider, the angel knowing both the heart of Jesus, and the sin of Peter, said, "Go * *, tell His disciples and Peter that He goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see Him." 

Did you ever dash, by train, from the darkness of a tunnel into the blazing light of the noonday sun? So did Peter dash that morning. He had thought himself excommunicated, disowned; he had felt that he had lost his bishopric. Now, with the words "and Peter" before him, new hope touched his spirit. In after years he wrote: We were "begotten * * unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead." 

IV. THE LORD HATH APPEARED TO SIMON (Luke 24:34 ) 
When Peter received the message from his Lord he was indeed rejoiced. In the meanwhile he had rushed out to the tomb, and had gone in, had seen the linen clothes lying, and the napkin folded by itself at the head of the tomb. He, with John, had seen and believed. This, and the word from the angel, brought joy unspeakable and full of glory into the heart of the Apostle. He wanted to be alone, and he went off somewhere to pour out his prayer of confession, his effulgence of joy before God. It was there, when he was isolated and alone that the Lord appeared to him. 

1. We have here suggested the all-seeing eye of Christ. The Lord did not make inquiry as to where He might find Peter. He simply appeared where Peter was, appeared unheralded, and unannounced. We take it, therefore, that the Lord, in His omniscience, had followed Peter every step of the way, and had read every thought of the Apostle during the three days of his sorrow. 

2. It is significant that the Lord appeared to Simon. Simon was his name "in the flesh." It was to the Peter who had failed his Lord, to the one who had followed afar, who had warmed himself at the enemies' fire, cursed and swore, it was even unto him that the Lord appeared. 

3. What happened there? The Bible does not tell us. The Lord let the curtain drop over that sacred scene. We can easily imagine Peter's exultant cry as he saw the Lord standing by his side. We can hear his confession as he acknowledged all that he had done, and made bare unto the Lord the agony of those three fateful days and nights. We can also imagine the words of the Master as He spoke unto Peter His forgiveness, and assured him of His love. 

V. LOVEST THOU ME MORE THAN THESE? (John 21:15 ) 
The Lord did not need to ask Peter if he loved Him more than he loved his fish. Long since had Peter left his fish and his all to follow his Lord. When the Lord spoke to Peter and said, "Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou Me more than these?" He must have meant, "Lovest thou Me more than the other Apostles love Me?" 

1. Getting back to the place from whence he had fallen. Peter's first downward step had been his boastful claim to superiority over the other disciples. Christ had said, "All ye shall be offended because of Me." Peter had replied, "Though all shall be offended, yet will not I." He had in this not only boasted of his own prowess, but he had discounted the fidelity of the others. Peter had lifted himself to a pedestal above the other Eleven. Now, after his folly had been fully revealed, and he had learned of his own weakness, the Lord quickly asked him, "Simon, lovest thou Me more than these?" "Art thou better than John, James Thomas, Bartholomew, Thaddaeus, and the rest?" 

2. Demanding a public confession. In that sequestered spot where the Lord had appeared to Simon He had, beyond a doubt, forgiven him. Peter now must be restored, not only to his Lord, but to his rightful heritage among those who had followed with him during three blessed years. 

We, who have sinned publicly, and in the sight of men, must confess and be restored publicly in the sight of men. Peter's response to the Lord was simple, and yet most illuminating. He said unto Him, "Yea, Lord; Thou knowest that I love Thee." He did not say, "I love Thee less than the other disciples." Neither did he say, "I love Thee more than the others." He just said, "I love Thee." Jesus had said "more than these." When we get back to God we are not after superiority over our brethren. 

VI. FEED MY LAMBS (John 21:15-17 last clauses) 
Peter was not only forgiven, and not only restored to his place among the Eleven, but he was given back his work. We have often heard of the story of the bird of the broken pinion, and how it never soared as high again. However, the author of that hymn has recently changed it to read, "he soared as high again." 

To Peter, the one who warmed himself at the enemies' fire, Christ said, "Feed My lambs." To Peter, the one who cursed and swore, and had denied his Lord, Jesus said, "Feed My sheep." 

With what power did Peter preach the Word at Pentecost, the man who had denied his Lord before a maid, as he stood, afterward, and faced the leaders of the Sanhedrin, plainly said, "Ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain" the Lord. When Peter and John were threatened by the council, Peter was not slow to say, "We cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard." 

The fearful had become the fearless; the weak had become the strong. The deserter had become the defender of the faith. The expression of our Lord, "Feed My lambs" and "Feed My sheep" placed Peter in the role of a shepherd. 

The Lord seemed to be saying to Peter, "Now, that thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren." Three times Peter had denied his Lord; three times the Lord had laid upon him the feeding of His lambs and His sheep. 

VII. FOLLOW THOU ME (John 21:22 ) 
After Peter was restored to the Lord, and to his work, the Lord outlined, in brief, the deeper cause of discipleship that would fall upon him. 

1. He spoke of the days of Peter's youth. He said, "When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou wouldest." In these words there was a suggestion of Peter's self-asserted and headstrong impetuosity. Peter, however, now had lost that boastful spirit. He had, as it were, taken his own hands off the reins and turned himself over to Christ. 

2. He spoke of the days of Peter's old age. He said, "When thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and carry thee whither thou wouldest not." "This spake He signifying by what death he should glorify God." Profane history tells us that Peter died by crucifixion. This is, at least, in line with what Christ said, "Thou shalt stretch forth thy hands." 

3. He gave the command: "Follow Me." It was after Christ laid before Peter the cause of his obedience that He said, "Follow Me." The Lord did not suggest a rosy future, with flowery beds of ease. He plainly told Peter that sorrow, death, and martyrdom awaited him. Then He said unto him, "Follow Me." 

Peter did not say, "I would pity myself, I would spare myself, Lord." He did, however, turn to John, and then he said to Jesus, "What shall this man do?" The Lord gave Peter a gentle rebuke, "If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou Me." 

In the Christian life we must never walk by comparison. We must not do something because some one else does it. Our standard must not be what will John do, or what will anyone do. We must ask, "What does Christ tell me to do?" We thank God that from that day henceforth Peter followed his Lord. We do not assert that he did not make any mistakes. We do assert that he went the full length with Christ. 

One of the Bible's most beautiful pictures is the statement that Christ made to the disciples: "Ye which have followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man shall sit on the throne of His glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel." 

Perhaps, even more beautiful than this is a statement that was revealed unto John after Peter had doubtless suffered martyrdom. The statement was, "And the walls of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve Apostles of the Lamb," 

Thus, through all eternity, there shall be kept before the gaze of all Heaven, the names of the men who left ail and followed Christ. It might be added that Judas lost his bishopric, but another was chosen by God to take his place. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
BILLY SUNDAY'S CONVERSION 

The story of "Billy" Sunday's conversion is told by him as follows, taken from one of his sermons in the "Philadelphia North American": 

One time, twenty-nine years ago, I walked down a street in Chicago in company with some ball-players who were famous in this world, and we went into a saloon. It was Sunday afternoon and we 'tanked' up. We walked on down the street to a vacant lot and sat down on the curbing. Across the street a company of men and women were playing on instruments horns, flutes, and trombones and the others were singing the gospel hymns that I used to hear my mother sing back in the log cabin in Iowa, and back in the old Methodist church where I used to go to Sunday School. And God painted on the canvas of ray recollection and memory a vivid picture of the scenes of other days and other faces. I sobbed and sobbed, and a young man stepped out and said, 'We are going down to the Pacific Garden Mission. Won't you come down with us? I am sure you will enjoy it.' I arose and said, 'Good-by, boys,' and turned my back on them. Some of them laughed and some of them mocked me. * * I went to the mission, liked it, and went again and again. Then one dark and stormy night. I groped my way, out of darkness into the arms of Jesus Christ, and I fell on my knees and cried, 'God be merciful to me, a sinner!'" 

Verses 9-14
Alive After His Passion 
Acts 1:1-3 ; Mark 16:9-14 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
After the last cry which Christ uttered upon the Cross, and the commending of His Spirit unto the Father, the body of our Lord was laid in the tomb of Joseph of Arimathaea. After the burial was over the sepulcher was made sure by the sealing of the stone and the setting of a watch. 

Three dark days followed days filled with doubts and despair. In the end of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to the sepulcher, while it was yet dark, and found the stone rolled away from the sepulcher. 

The first effect of the empty tomb was that of disappointment. The women thought that some one had taken away their Lord, and they knew not where they had laid Him. 

To us one of the most beautiful statements of the Bible is found in the third verse of the first chapter of Acts. 

"To whom also He showed Himself alive after His passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the Kingdom of God." 

Those forty days were momentous and memorable. They established the fact of the resurrection on the one hand; and they imparted to the disciples much, by way of needed instruction, on the other hand. 

It was not only that the Lord was raised, but that He showed Himself alive that grips our attention. It is the purpose of this study to endeavor, step by step, to enter in to those hallowed appearances and fellowships which followed the resurrection, as time by time, the Lord manifested Himself to His people. 

Let it be remembered, as we proceed, that never to the world did the Lord show Himself. He reserved the glory of His presence and the effulgence of His Person to those who knew and loved Him. 

Many of the messages of Christ's public teachings during His earth life are given us in part or in full in the Gospels, but little, however, is told us of the words which He spoke unto them after His resurrection. 

May our hearts burn within us by the way as we seek to enter in to those wondrous hours of personal privilege and fellowship which the Lord granted to His own. 

I. HE APPEARED FIRST UNTO MARY MAGDALENE (Mark 16:9 ) 
Mary Magdalene had gone to the tomb, along with Mary the mother of James and Salome, to carry sweet spices that they might anoint their beloved Lord. They came in the morning of that memorable first day of the week, arriving at the sepulcher at the rising of the sun. 

They had been inquiring among themselves, "Who shall roll us away the stone?" When they looked, however, they saw the stone rolled away and a young man sitting on the right side thereof. This angelic personage quieted their fears by announcing that Jesus was risen. 

Mary Magdalene turned back, weeping, and she saw Jesus standing; but knew not that it was Jesus, "Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou?" 

Mary, supposing Christ to be the gardener, said unto him, "Sir, if Thou have borne Him hence, tell me where Thou hast laid Him, and I will take Him away." "Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto Him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master. Jesus saith unto her, Touch Me not; for I am not yet ascended to My Father: but go to My brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto My Father, and your Father; and to My God, and your God." 

It will be impossible to emphasize all which is now before us. Let us therefore consider the significance of Christ's words to Mary. 

1. "Woman, why weepest thou?" The Lord Jesus asked her this in view of His empty, and not His occupied tomb. The words carry much weight. We would like to ask every one why they should weep at any tomb when God, in Christ, has given us both the Resurrection and the Life. 

2. "Whom seekest thou?" Mary was seeking a dead Man, not a living Master. We wonder why so many still linger around the tomb of some loved one, when that loved one is with the Lord. We know the body was endeared, and yet that body is destined to be changed into His resurrection likeness. One thing we know that we need no longer to seek Christ in the lone and far distant tomb near Jerusalem. Our Lord was dead, but is alive forevermore. 

3. "Mary." Just one word did Jesus now speak, and yet a word so full of significance. The Risen Lord still knoweth His "sheep," and He calleth them by name. The Risen Lord is still speaking unto us with tenderest solicitude. The Risen Lord is still thinking of us, and is ever ready to manifest Himself unto those who are His very own. 

4. "Touch Me not; for I am not yet ascended to My Father." It may be that, between this moment and the few moments later, when Christ spoke to the women who had been with Mary, He did ascend to the Father presenting the Blood of a perfect offering. 

5. "Go to My brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto My Father, and your Father; and to My God, and your God." 
These words were in fulfilment of the twenty-second Psalm, where the sobs and sighs of Calvary that had run through twenty-one verses, changed suddenly to this resurrection pledge, "I will declare Thy Name unto My brethren." It is by virtue of Christ's death and resurrection that we hold toward Him the relationship of "brethren"; and with Him, toward God, the relationship of "sons." 

II. HE APPEARED ALSO TO THE OTHER WOMEN (Matthew 28:9 ) 
We may be surprised that the first two appearances of our Lord were to women. However, we must remember that it was the women who loved Him, and not the men who had walked with Him, who were last at the Cross and first at the tomb. Christ thus honored the faithfulness of the few who had first sought His grave. 

The women had come "while it was yet dark" to the sepulcher; they had found the stone rolled back from the door. The women had seen the angels sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. 

It was as these women, in obedience to the command of the angels, were hastening to tell the disciples that Christ was risen from the dead, that Jesus met them. Let us now read our key verse: "And as they went to tell His disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail." 
The first spoken words to the women, were but two: "All Hail," that is, "All Joy." Indeed it was joy a joy unspeakable and full of glory that Christ was risen indeed. 

The angel, at the birth of Christ, announced to the shepherds, "Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy." The Lord Himself, following His resurrection, said to the women, "All [joy]." The message of the angels was joy to all people ; the message of Christ was all joy, to a special people. 

The resurrection of Christ, to the saint, is radiant with glory and full of joy it is a resurrection which speaks to them of their own resurrection unto life. 

The resurrection of Christ to the wicked is a resurrection of condemnation it speaks to them of the resurrection of their own bodies unto damnation. 

Permit us to sum up the three statements of Christ in this first appearance: 

1. "All [joy]." 

2. "Be not afraid." 

3. "Go tell My brethren * * there shall they see Me." 

III. HE APPEARED UNTO TWO DISCIPLES ON THE EMMAUS ROAD (Luke 24:13-17 . Compare Mark 16:12 ) 
Three days after the crucifixion, two disciples were en route to Emmaus. As they went along the way they were sad. A seeming Stranger approached and journeyed with them. He asked them what manner of communications they had one with another, as they walked, and were sad. The two answered Him with astonishment, saying, "Art Thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not known the things which are come to pass there in these days?" Jesus said unto them, "What things?" They replied, "Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, which was a Prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people." Then they told their newly arrived Companion, who to them appeared a stranger, how Christ had been condemned to death, and had been crucified, and how they had thought that it would have been. He who would have redeemed Israel. They even told Him that certain women had astonished them by saying that Christ was alive. 

As they walked along the way Christ said unto them, "O fools, and slow of heart to believe ail that the Prophets have spoken: ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into His glory?" Then, beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself. 

As they approached the village Christ made as though He would have gone further; but they constrained Him, and He went in to tarry with them. As they sat at meat, He took the bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them; even as He doubtless had done when He established the Lord's Supper. Immediately their eyes were opened, and they knew Him; and He vanished out of their sight. 

Then said the disciples, "Did not our heart burn within us, while He talked with us by the way, and while He opened to us the Scriptures?" 

IV. HE APPEARED UNTO THE ELEVEN (Mark 16:14 . Compare Luke 24:36-45 ) 
When Christ had disappeared from the group in Emmaus, "They rose up the same hour, and returned to Jerusalem." There they found the Eleven gathered together, and them that were with them. As they entered, the Jerusalem group were speaking of the marvelous events of the day, particularly of the fact that the Risen Lord had appeared to Simon. 

The newcomers broke in with their wonderful tale, telling what had happened on the road to Emmaus, and how Christ had made Himself known unto them in the breaking of bread. As they marveled with joy unspeakable, suddenly, "Jesus Himself stood in the midst of them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you." This was more than their strained nerves could stand, and they were terrified and affrighted, supposing that they had seen a spirit. 

The Lord Jesus quieted their troubled thoughts, and said, "Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself: handle Me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see Me have." Christ then showed them His hands and His feet. 

The disciples could scarce believe for joy, and for wondering. Then Christ said, "Have ye here any meat? And they gave Him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb. And He took it, and did eat before them." 

Christ opened their understanding that they might understand the Scriptures. He said, "Thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day." Their minds, which had been beclouded, were now illumined. Hearts which had been grief-stricken, were now filled with joy. 

V. HE APPEARED UNTO THOMAS (John 20:26-28 ) 
When Christ first appeared to the Eleven, we read, "But Thomas, * * was not with them when Jesus came." The disciples, however, told him that they had seen the Lord. Then said Thomas, "Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails,, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe." 

For eight days Thomas wandered in needless doubt and despair. He might have known, but he did not know. What a warning is given herein to each of us. After eight days, however, we read, "Then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and stood in their midst, and said, Peace be unto you." 

Having thus announced His presence and granted His peace, He turned to Thomas, saying, "Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side: and be not faithless, but believing." 

No longer can we class Thomas as the "doubting disciple," for immediately he cried, "My Lord and my God." 
AN ILLUSTRATION 

How blessed and favored are we to have a living Christ who is "managing our affairs," and is a present help in time of trouble! 

"Weary with toil, and care, I sat one evening musing until surrounding objects faded away, and other forms and scenes filled their place. There came one to me who gently bade me follow him. Together we moved on until we came to a long and narrow valley. In this valley were many travelers, each bearing a burden. 

"'What place is this?' I asked of my guide. 

"'It is the Valley of Burdens,' he said. 

"We descended into the valley, and drew near to some of these travelers. I soon observed a great difference in the way these pilgrims bore their burdens. Some sighed and groaned at almost every step; others bore themselves manfully, or at least uncomplainingly. At last my eyes fell upon a burden of unusual size. 

"'That man must have a hard time of it,' I said. 

"'Draw nearer,' said my guide. 

"I obeyed; and found that he was treading the ground with a firm and even elastic step, much as if he had no burden. He was singing a cheerful song; and his face was radiant with a tender, subdued, chastened joy. I expressed my surprise. 

"'Draw nearer still,' said my guide. 

"I did so, and saw that there was One, before invisible, who was walking by his side, and while the burden seemed to rest on the pilgrim's back, it was in reality borne by the strong hand of the One who was walking with him. 

"'Speak to him,' said my guide. 

"I went up to him, and said, 'My friend, I thought you the most heavily burdened of all; but now I see that you do not carry the burden. How is it that you are so favored?' 

"'All might be equally favored if they would,' he said. 'When my burden was smaller I tried to carry it myself, and a sad time I had of it, Then the Friend who walks by my side, instead of making it lighter, added to its size and weight until I could bear it no longer, and gave it up to Him. It was in mercy and love that He made it so heavy, He would carry every burden in this valley, if those who bear them would only let Him do it.' 

"After we left this man, I asked my guide if this was the gracious design of every burden. 

"'It is,' he said; 'but many resist this gracious purpose. See that man yonder with a similar burden. He has fallen under it, bruised, crushed, nigh unto death.' 

"'Has this man a friend by his side who is willing to take his burden?' I asked. 

"'Yes; but the man will not give it up.' 

'"What folly!' I exclaimed. 

"My guide turned and gave me a glance which, somehow, reminded me of the words of the Prophet to David, 'Thou art the man!' 

"Soon we saw another man with a very heavy burden. He seemed to be pleading with some one to bear it for him. 

"'Is not that man asking his Friend to take his burden? I inquired. 

"'He is.' 

"'I understand you to say that He took every burden He was asked to take.' 

"'Every lawful burden; but this man has no right to his burden. Nearly all of it has been gathered up where he has no right to go. It is made up of borrowed trouble, while the Lord of the valley has said, "Take no thought for the morrow."'" 

Verses 15-20
Christ's Missionary Command as Seen in the Early Church 
Matthew 28:18-20 ; Mark 16:15-20 ; Luke 24:45-49 
INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
As the time came for the Lord to leave, and to return to His Father, He pressed upon the disciples the great yearning's of His soul toward a world lost in sin; and then gave command that the Gospel should be preached to all the world. Let us, for a moment, as introductory to what shall follow, study the three records where this last command was given. 

1. The command as recorded by Matthew: Here three things were stressed. First, they were to go and make disciples; secondly, they were to go and baptize; and thirdly, they were to go and preach. 

(1) They were to go and make disciples. Their field was to be all nations. Their objective was to be the creation of followers of the Lord. 

It is not enough for missionary endeavors to be centered in the moral uplift of the people. The Church is not commissioned to teach the nations of the world how to dress, or how to farm, or how to manufacture. The mission of the Church toward the unevangelized, is not to proclaim sanitation, and the isolation of diseases. The purpose of going into the world is primarily to preach Christ as the Saviour of sinners, and to call upon all men everywhere to repent, to believe, and to follow Him. 

(2) They were to go and baptize. Baptism was to be not only a symbolical ordinance, but it was to be a consecrated ordinance. It was to be the signet of a new life. It was to be the attest of discipleship, the sign that the one discipled had been called out of the world to walk in newness of life. 

(3) They were to go and teach. They were to teach all things which Christ had commanded them. They were not told to teach spelling, and geography, and grammar, and reading, and writing. They were to teach the things which pertained to the Kingdom of God. They were to teach the present ministry of Christ at the Father's right hand, the place and power of the Holy Spirit in the believer's life; the Second Coming of Christ, and His glorious reign. 

2. The command, as recorded in Mark. In Mark, the command emphasized the preaching of the Gospel to every creature. Not one individual in the wide world was to be left in ignorance of Christ, and of the salvation which is in Him. Until each generation preaches the Gospel to every individual living during their day, they have not fulfilled this commission. 

3. The command as recorded in Luke. Luke emphasizes that which is to be preached. He wrote "repentance and remission of sins should be preached in [Christ's] Name among all nations." He said "Ye are witness of these things." In the Book of Acts, just before Christ went up, He gave the geographical order in which His commission was to be proclaimed. He said, "Ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth." 

We are glad that we are to spend the while, today, in observing how the early Church moved out in the fulfillment of this thrice-stated commission, a commission restated in Acts 1:8 . We trust that the purpose of God toward a lost world, as they were put into operation in the first century, will inspire the saints of the twentieth century to a deeper realization of their own world-wide task. 

"Telling sinners of the Saviour, 

Let the light spread more and more. 

Tell the whole wide world of Jesus, 

Bear the news from shore to shore; 

While we pray for other nations, 

Send them help with willing hand; 

Let us not forget the home-fields 

Jesus, for our native land!" 

I. THE SPIRIT OF MISSIONS AS SEEN AT PENTECOST (Acts 2:5 ) 
Was it not remarkable that, when the Holy Ghost came, there were at that time dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under Heaven. This fact alone is sufficient proof that the heart of God was reaching out toward men of every nation. 

When the Holy Ghost came, and the saints were all filled with the Spirit, and began to speak with other tongues, then, the multitude came together. The people were confounded because that every man heard them speak in his own language. Those who spoke were Galileans; those who heard were Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judea, and Cappadocia, in Pontius, and Asia, Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes, Cretes and Arabians. 

You may wonder why we quote these varied nationalities by name. It is because their presence demonstrates to a conclusion, God's great missionary purpose and desire. The people were in doubt, saying one to another, "What meaneth this?" We know one thing that it meant. It meant that God was reaching out His hand to a lost world. In one day and in one locality, God, through His disciples, was preaching the Gospel to every nation under Heaven. 

From the groups who heard, about 3,000 were saved, and baptized. It is not difficult for anyone to grasp the far-reach of that day's work. Did not many of these people return to their own land as messengers of Christ? 

We remember how Peter addressed his first Epistle to the strangers scattered throughout Pontius, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia. We feel certain that these "elect strangers" were, for a large part, those saved at Pentecost, or saved through the ministry of those of their nation, who were saved at Pentecost. Thank God for this first vision of missions in the early Church! 

"Send the Light, oh, send it quickly 

Far across the heaving main; 

Speed the news of full salvation 

Through a dear Redeemer's Name. 

Send the Light, where souls are dying 

In their darkness, gloom and night; 

Haste, oh, haste! the days are fleeting, 

And the hours how swift their flight! 

Send the Light the Lord commands it; 

To His Holy Word attend: 

Go ye forth and preach My Gospel; 

Lo! I'm with you to the end." 

II. THE SPIRIT OF MISSIONS AS SEEN IN THE GREAT PERSECUTION (Acts 8:1 ) 
God had commanded the Apostles that they should go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every creature. Christ had told them they were to tarry in Jerusalem only until, but not after, the Holy Ghost came. He specified that their testimony was to pass from Jerusalem, on to Judea, and then to Samaria and then to the uttermost part of the earth. The early Church, at the first, failed God in this matter. They stayed in Jerusalem, They clung to their home base. The result was, that something startling had to happen. 

As we see the great persecution against the Church at Jerusalem, we behold the saints scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria. Thus, the second and the third reach of Christ's command was about to be fulfilled. 

We can see that the persecution itself was permitted on God's part, in- order to press the saints out of Jerusalem and on into Judea and Samaria. 

When the Lord Jesus was preaching and the multitudes were thronging His ministry, He left them abruptly, saying to the disciples, "I must preach the Kingdom of God to other cities also." 

"The other cities also," should be the battle-cry of every believer touched with the live coal from God's altar. The spirit of missions is the spirit of Christ. He who would circumscribe His testimony, or his gifts, or his prayers, to the immediate locality in which he dwells, has never caught the impact of missions, as set forth in the history of the early Church. 

Paul wrote of not being content with another man's line of things made ready to his hand. We join with him in saying, that, when our faith is increased, we shall be enlarged according to Paul's rule, abundantly, to preach the Gospel in the regions beyond. 

"Send abroad the Gospel heralds, 

Let them take the blessed light 

Into every land of darkness, 

Piercing through the shades of night. 

Yes, we'll send the joyful message 

Over mountain, over wave, 

Telling everywhere of Jesus, 

And His mighty power to save." 

III. THE SPIRIT OF MISSIONS AS SEEN IN GOD'S CALL TO PHILIP (Acts 8:26 ) 
Philip was one of the seven. He went down into the city of Samaria and preached Christ unto them. Great joy was caused in that city by reason of Philip's testimony, because they believed him and what he preached concerning the Kingdom of God, and the Name of Jesus Christ. Then were they baptized both men and women. 

Philip went on his way preaching the Gospel in Samaria. Then it was that the angel of the Lord spake unto Philip saying, "Arise, and go toward the south, unto the way that goeth down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert." 

This was a strange command indeed. Why should Philip be called upon to leave so prosperous a ministry, and why should he go in a way which was desert? The answer is not difficult to find. There was a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority, under Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was journeying along that desert road. 

But why such a stir about one lone Ethiopian? Were not the many Samaritans, of greater value than one man from Africa? Assuredly. 

We must understand that the one man took precedence over the many, because he was from a land afar, and because he was a key man, through whom many who were in darkness might see the light. 

In the opening verses of Acts 8:1-40 , the Gospel was carried to the Samaritans. These Samaritans were the third group mentioned in Christ's parting order of command. In the case of this eunuch of Ethiopia, the Lord was pressing beyond Jerusalem, beyond Judea, beyond Samaria, and on toward the uttermost part of the earth. 

We need to awaken to a vision of the Lord's passion toward the salvation of men. He wants us to press on until the last man has heard the Word. 

If the call comes for us to go, let us, like Philip, hesitate not, but press our way quickly down the road, even though the way be desert. 

"We have heard the joyful sound; 

Jesus saves! Jesus saves! 

Spread the tidings all around; 

Jesus saves! Jesus saves! 

Bear the news to every land, 

Climb the steeps and cross the waves; 

Onward! 'tis our Lord's command: 

Jesus saves! Jesus saves I 

IV. THE SPIRIT OF MISSIONS AS SEEN IN PETER'S VISION (Acts 10:9-11 ; Acts 10:17-19 ) 
Cornelius who was a centurion of the Italian band was a devout man, one that feared God with all his house. He gave alms and prayed always. In answer to his prayer God purposed to send him a messenger. Accordingly, Cornelius saw in a vision an angel of God who told him to send to Joppa and call for Peter, that he might tell him what he should do. 

On the morrow, as his servants approached Joppa, Peter was in prayer upon the housetop. As Peter prayed, he became hungry, and fell into a trance. He saw Heaven opened, and a vessel descending before him, wherein were all manner of unclean beasts, and of creeping things and of fowls. Peter heard a Voice saying, "Rise, Peter; kill and eat." This, Peter refused to do. However, the Voice said, "What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common." 

While Peter doubted as to the meaning of the vision, the men from Cornelius stood before the gate. 

Do we grasp the full intent of this occurrence? Peter was prejudiced against the Gentiles. He was failing God in passing on from Jerusalem to the uttermost part of the earth. Therefore God found it necessary to teach Peter a lesson by the great sheet let down to the earth. 

We wonder if it is necessary for God to do something very unusual in order to stir us up to obey His voice and to fulfill His desire toward the lost. If God has said "Go," we have no right to hesitate. If God loves the world, we have no right to circumscribe our love to some chosen few. 

Once more we have seen the hand of God in the days of the early Church, pressing the claims of missions upon His people, and revealing unto us the fact that God so loved the world. 

"Ye Christian heralds, go proclaim 

Salvation through Immanuel's Name; 

To distant climes the tidings bear, 

And plant the Rose of Sharon there. 

He'll shield you with a wall of fire, 

With flaming zeal your heart inspire; 

Bid raging winds their fury cease, 

And hush the tempest into peace. 

And when our labors all are o'er, 

Then we shall meet to part no more, 

With all the ransomed hosts to fall, 

And crown our Saviour Lord of all." 

V. THE SPIRIT OF MISSIONS AS SEEN IN THE CONVERSION OF SAUL (Acts 9:15 ) 
There was a young man who was a Pharisee, of the tribe of Benjamin. Concerning the Law, this young man was blameless. Concerning religion, he was a thoroughly prepared zealot, having sat at the feet of one Gamaliel. He was intent, in his passion to persecute the Church. 

With the letters of authority in his pocket, Saul journeyed toward Damascus, to bring the saints bound unto Jerusalem. As he journeyed, a light from Heaven shined round about him. 

We know the story of Saul's change of heart; of how the Lord cried to him, and of how he replied, full of trembling and astonishment. We know that, when Saul arose from the earth, he saw no man for he was blind. We know of his tarrying in Damascus for three days, without sight and without eating, or drinking. We know how God sent Ananias to Saul. 

But what was the meaning of all of this? The meaning is set forth in our key verse, "He is a chosen vessel unto Me, to bear My Name before the Gentiles and kings and the Children of Israel." 

Once more we see the hand of God reaching out toward the lost of the earth. When we link with this verse, the memory of Paul's three great missionary journeys, and of his final testimony in Rome, we begin to see the outworking of the purpose of God. 

God is still calling the choicest of Christian youths, to bear His Name to the faraway lands where men lie in heathen darkness. Even now we can hear Him saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?" 

"The Son of God goes forth to war, 

A kingly crown to gain; 

His Blood-red banner streams afar, 

Who follows in His train? 

Who best can drink his cup of woe, 

Triumphant over pain; 

Who patient bears his cross below, 

He follows in His train. 

A noble army men and boys, 

The matron and the maid 

Around the Saviour's throne rejoice, 

In robes of light arrayed. 

They climbed the steep ascent of Heaven 

Through peril, toil, and pain; 

O God, to us may grace be given 

To follow in their train." 

VI. THE SPIRIT OF MISSIONS AS SEEN IN THE ANTIOCH CONFERENCE (Acts 13:1-3 ) 
That must have been a blessed occasion at Antioch when such prophets and teachers as Barnabas, and Simeon, and Lucius, and Manaen, and Saul, were gathered together ministering to the Lord and tasting. We have no doubt but some marvelous revelations of truth were being given, and the saints were being edified. 

However, as they ministered, the Holy Ghost said, "Separate Me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them." 

You may cry, "It was too bad to break up so glorious a Bible conference!" Yet, without hesitancy, the saints laid their hands on these two men and sent them away. The remarkable statement, in Acts 13:4 , is most illuminating "So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia." 

No one who reads this account can doubt the desire of God to preach the Gospel in the untraveled districts where men have not heard of Christ. 

Out on their missionary tour they started, and the Lord was with them. There is a little verse in 2 Corinthians 13:14 , which reads, "The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all." These words are commonly known as the "benediction," and they are quoted, usually, at the close of each, stated church service. What do they mean? The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, is that grace, wherein He became poor that we might be made rich. The love of God, is that love which embraced the whole world, and gave His Son. The communion of the Holy Ghost, is the perfect one-ness with the Spirit in going forth with the message of truth and salvation to all men. 

Can we hear the voice of God calling us to go far hence with the words of life? Perhaps, He wants us to have the grace of Christ and become impoverished that others may be rich. Perhaps, He wants us to have the love of God, that will give our sons for a lost world. Perhaps, He wants us to go forth ourselves sent by the Spirit. 

Oh, help me tell the story of Christ my Lord and King; 

For of His boundless mercy my soul delights to sing. 

Oh, help me tell the story of Jesus' boundless love, 

Till, with the Church triumphant, I sing His praise above! 

He brought me out of bondage, He paid my debt of sin; 

The door of life He opened, that I might enter in. 

He left His home in glory, He laid His scepter down, 

And on the Cross He suffered, that I might wear a crown. 

Be this my one endeavor, to glorify His name; 

The story of Redemption to all the world proclaim." 

VII. THE SPIRIT OF MISSIONS AS SEEN IN THE MACEDONIAN CALL (Acts 16:6-9 ) 
When they had gone throughout Phrygia, and the region of Galatia, Paul and Silas were forbidden of the Holy Spirit to go to Asia. Then they assayed to go into Bithynia; but the Spirit suffered them not. 

The Holy Ghost knows where He wants the message carried, and by whom He wants it borne. In the work of missions we must never take the bit into our own teeth. When we have some personal desire or ambition, as to the location where we would like to give our testimony, we must rejoice if we are forbidden of the Holy Ghost, and suffered not to go. 

After the Spirit had hindered Paul and Silas in their purpose, there appeared a vision to Paul in the night. "There stood a man of Macedonia, and prayed him, saying, Come over into Macedonia and help us." 

The disciples quickly gathered that the Lord had called them to preach the Gospel to the Macedonians, and so they took sail immediately and came by a straight course until at last they reached Philippi. 

The story of Paul's ministry in Philippi, and of the imprisonment of Paul and Silas, with the subsequent conversion of the jailor, is known to us all. Truly, they saw the hand of God guiding their footsteps. 

That God wants the Gospel carried to the ends of the earth, we have plainly seen. Seven different illustrations of this fact, in the life of the early Church, have been placed before us today. Is this not the present hour desire of God? Is the Spirit of God not now thrusting out men and women into the ripened harvest fields? We have one last word to say. If God calls, do not hesitate to obey. Remember there are three things you can do: 

1. You can go yourself. 
2. You can let go some one dear and precious to you. 

3. You can help go those who have a special call. 

Shall we not, each one, ask God what He wants us to do? 

"Can we, whose souls are lighted 

With wisdom from on high, 

Can we to men benighted 

The Lamp of Life deny? 

Salvation! O salvation! 

The joyful sound proclaim, 

Till each remotest nation 

Has learned Messiah's Name." 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
WHOSE BUSINESS IS IT? 

They were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles. Some years ago I was speaking in the city of Minneapolis. I noticed in the audience a young lawyer. When the meeting was over I made my way to him and said: "Are you a Christian?" "Well, sir." he said, "I consider myself a Christian." I said, "Are you bringing other men to Christ?" He said, "No, I am not, that is not my business; that's your business, I am not called to da that, I am called to practice law; you are called to preach the Gospel." I said, "If you are called to be a Christian you are called to bring other men to Christ." He said, "I don't believe it." I said, "Look here," then I opened my Bible at Acts 8:4 , and asked him to read, and he read, "They that were scattered abroad went every where preaching the word." "Oh, yes," he said, "but these were the apostles." I said, "Will you be kind enough to read the first verse of the chapter?" and he read, "They were all scattered abroad... except the apostles." He had nothing more to say. What could he say? From Dr. R. A. Torrey. 

